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A VERY DIFFERENT ANZAC DAWN SERVICE
ANZAC DAY 2021 will be remembered for many reasons. 
It was special because COVID 19 robbed every one of 
the opportunity to commemorate in 2020.

This year, a new location had to satisfy the current Covid 
restriction of an outdoor event, capped at 500. So, the 
planning began with a small team led by Rees John. The 
team comprised Jim Wilson, VP Commemoration, Ron 
Ray, Frank De Stefano and Mike Yeo.

An exhaustive search of suitable local venues that 
could meet the 500 person Covid limit produced several 
options and that could not include Wrights Rd as it could 
not be easily fenced off.

Even if it could, the 14,500 that would still gather outside 
the fence would be a problem under the then current 
Covid protocols.

Bella Vista was chosen with a flat area just inside the 
gate that could accommodate the numbers. A Covid plan 
was submitted to the NSW Heath Dept and Council.

This new temporary location presented an opportunity 
for a pictorial extravaganza, as the photos while attest. 
Interestingly, we have since 2013, had the service at 
Wrights Rd and, it looked the same as the year before to 
some extent.

We delivered a safe, moving service as the following 
photos will testify. The location was temporary but did 
the job, fitting as it was once the home of Elizabeth 
Macarthur, a pioneering Australian.

Many commented on the beauty of the location and 
asked if we could use this spot again. Unless numbers 
limit us in the future, we will be back to our usual home at 
Wrights Rd.

The Covid restrictions seemed to be getting easier as the 
big day approached but we were still bound by the Health 
Directive as were other suburban services.

Everyone had to book tickets and check in with the 
ServiceNSW QR Code on entry (in the dark) and all had 
to be seated.

The Air Force cadets were unable to do the catafalque 
party due to their Covid. Policy at the time. The RAAF 
were there in great numbers and provided a very 
professional Catafalque party with Officers and swords,  
- very different.

It was a lot colder than normal, right on the top of the 
hill, as these photos attest. The service was as close to 
normal as we could achieve, given the circumstances. 
The Castle Hill RSL Youth Band provided drummers to 
march on the catafalque party.

Trooper Richard Coward from 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers 
and Pipe Major Nick Train from Castle Hill Pipe Band 
provided the bugle calls and Lament.

David Sanders was there for the National Anthems and 
the hymns.
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By Bryan Mullan

In 2014, with the commencement of planning for 
the Centenary of Anzac, the organising committee 
determined that it was essential that young people be 
involved in planning and through participation. One of 
the activities for young people was the Anzac Secondary 
School Ambassador Program.

All high schools in The Hills were invited to send a 
nominee for this role and a community committee 
selected the best four candidates. From the 
commencement of the program the ambassadors were 
trained in public speaking and prepared addresses for 
the Dawn Service. 

The four sixteen-year-old ambassadors impressed the 
thirty thousand who heard them give their addresses  
and with their skills utilized in planning and leading a  
civic reception.

The success of the program encouraged the sub-Branch 
to continue appointing ambassadors every year since. 

All of those who have served as ambassadors have 
benefitted greatly from the role. Not only have they 
enhanced their public speaking skills but, more 
importantly, they have developed an understanding and 
appreciation of the service and sacrifice of our veterans 
in all conflicts. 

Two ambassadors have had the additional experience 
of mentoring those ambassadors who follow them. You 
can read of that experience from one of our mentor/
ambassadors following this introduction.

This program enhances the skills of the students and the 
reputation of the Castle Hill RSL sub-Branch in  
the community. 

It would not have been possible without the assistance 
and commitment of Don Tait, Jim Wilson, Phill Evenden, 
Michelle Byrne and Bev Jordan who have all assisted in 
many ways throughout the program. 

Without their commitment and yours, our twenty-eight 
ambassadors would not have had an experience that will 
stay with them for a lifetime.

If there was any doubt of the value of this program, you 
need only look at the following article from the 2021 
Ambassador Mentor. It says it all.

Editor Comment: Bryan’s work in this role has been 
recognised – see article and photo on page 26 with 
the Award of the RSL Certificate of Merit

ANZAC SECONDARY SCHOOL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 
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Elizabeth Rodd 2021 Ambassador Mentor

“In a war, whichever side may call itself the victor, there 
are no winners, but all are losers.” Neville Chamberlain 

Does anyone really win in war? As a young person, I had 
been led to believe that there were no winners – just as 
Chamberlain said. But in 2019, I was selected as a Hills 
ANZAC Ambassador, and this year, I was invited back to 
the program as a mentor for the new ambassadors. 

The experiences I have had through the program, twice 
over now – sharing real stories with real people – have 
completely challenged this perspective, and offered far 
more valuable lessons than any textbook, any classroom 
or any teacher, and I’d like to share those with you now. 

As an ambassador in a pre-pandemic world, I was able 
to speak at the Dawn Service to an audience of 17,000 
people.

I was 16 at the time and had never looked upon a greater 
mass of people, let alone spoken on a microphone in 
front of them. Quite frankly I was terrified. 

I spoke about Keith Payne, who received a VC and 
concluded my speech with these words:

Without the immense efforts of Payne and the many 
others like him throughout all battles, we wouldn’t be 
where we are as a country and as a people today. That is 
why we commemorate ANZAC Day.

When I then delivered the same speech at my school 
ANZAC Service, I added this at the end.

As students, we carry remembrance for the youth of 
today into our future.

I really believed these words, and I still do now. However, 
having been a mentor this year, I’ve seen the same set of 
challenges from a whole new perspective. The realisation 
hit me. 

As an ambassador, I was not there for my parents, or 
Bryan or the RSL or me. I was there for all the vets 
in the audience, and all the vets who weren’t. Why? 
I was a symbol: a young person who had never had 
anything to do with a war, and yet I was telling these very 
important people that what they have done is important, 
remembered and valued, that all they accomplished was 
not for nothing.

The ANZAC Ambassador program embodies the very 
purpose and intrinsic reason as to why we celebrate 
ANZAC Day. It’s not simply a day of remembrance, as I 
had been led to believe as a young person. It’s not simply 

an occasion where we reflect about loss. Whilst we do 
these things, there is something more. 

ANZAC Day is a day of intergenerational 
remembrance. It is the passing down of a 
legend of great tragedy, of great sacrifice 
and in that, of human triumph.

ANZAC Day is a day of intergenerational remembrance. 
It is the passing down of a legend of great tragedy, of 
great sacrifice and in that, of human triumph. We tell our 
young people the stories of mateship, of courage and 
of bravery – like the story of Keith Payne – and we say, 
“Lest We Forget”.

 We tell them to remember because war is inhuman. It 
turns people into soldiers and then into numbers, and 
brings out the very worst in people as they scheme and 
strategize. But it also brings out the very best. In the 
face of inhumanity, soldiers – who were previously just 
everyday people going about their lives – fight back. 

These are the stories we cannot forget. These are 
the stories we must honour, and continue to honour 
throughout time, so that we as a society remember that 
in the face of all odds, that in the face of inhumanity – 
humanity wins. Everyday people win. Good wins. 

This is what the program taps into. The program takes the 
best and brightest of the students of the Hills District and 
trains them to be even better – to speak with eloquence and 
poise, and to speak words that matter. Then, the program 
places these young people on a stage in front of their 
community and gives these young people a microphone. 

And whilst the ambassadors may speak on varying topics 
of war and history, at their core, they are saying the 
same thing. They are saying, I am a young person, who 
hasn’t experienced these things. But these things, which 
were terrible and frightening and inspiring, are worth 
remembering. I, as a symbol of my generation and the 
generations to come, will remember. 

ANZAC Day is about so much more  
than remembering something that 
happened a hundred years ago. 

ANZAC Day is about so much more than remembering 
something that happened a hundred years ago. ANZAC 
Day is a day of hope. We cannot forget the sacrifices 
of those who fought on the battlefields, as we live 
here in peace and in comfort. And we must not forget 
those stories of bravery and of victory in the face of 
contemporary challenges. 

ANZAC Day reminds us that everyday people can do 
extraordinary things. ANZAC Day reminds us of the 
immense love, duty and honour that would lead someone 
to give their life for their country and for their people and 
for the hope of better world. 

Why do we celebrate ANZAC Day? Of course, it is to 
remember the sacrifices of very brave men and women in 
wars. Of course, it is to honour their bravery. But it is also 
a day where we are reminded that the goodness of people 
and strength of humanity will prevail. Perhaps no one 
really wins any war, but as a collective people, we prevail.
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Air Commodore Carl Newman

This day marks the anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli. 
Like hundreds of thousands of our fellow citizens, who 
gather at their homes, at memorials in cities, suburbs 
and towns across Australia, today we have come here to 
commemorate a defining event in our Nation’s history.

This is a unique ANZAC day commemoration, conducted 
as it is during a pandemic. I for one am glad our country 
is able to come together in a COVID-Safe way to honour 
those original ANZACs and all serving men and women 
who have followed them.

Today is unique in another regard. This ANZAC day has 
a special significance for those of us who have served in 
blue, as this is your Air Force’s 100th year of service to 
the nation. Gallipoli is the birthplace of the ANZAC legend 
but throughout the First World War and in wars and 
conflicts since, the same courage, sacrifice and devotion 
to duty was witnessed on other fields of battle, including 
in the air.

Australia’s use of air power began with the Australian 
Flying Corps which fought with distinction in the Middle 
East and Western Front in WWI. Following this conflict, 
Australia made the decision in 1921 to form an Air Force 
as a separate service. This makes us the second oldest 
Air Force in existence today. 

Air Force members have provided outstanding service to 
the nation – including service in WWII, Korea, Malaya, 
Vietnam, East Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq. They have 
done with technology starting from the propeller driven, 
wood and canvas bi-plane age through to the composite 
material, high performance jet engine aircraft, indeed 
even space-based capabilities, we see today. 

From our modest beginnings in 1921, Air Force has 
grown into a potent world class Air Force, an Air Force 
Australia relies upon in both conflict and peace. When 
Australia needs us, we are ready to respond. 

Over 350,000 men and women have served in our Air 
Force and, since 1921, more than 11,100 Air Force 
members have lost their lives serving their nation. The 
Centenary of Air Force provides opportunity, like this 
ANZAC day, for us to reflect on their achievements and 
sacrifices. Then, Now, Always.

But I would like to take you back to the landing in Gallipoli 
on this day in 1915. As those ANZACs waited, cloaked in 
darkness, hearing the guns while preparing to go ashore, 

none could have foreseen how the landing would resonate 
for generations of Australians over a century later. 

As those ANZACs landed, they knew they were in for a 
fight. They faced extreme horror and carnage from a hail 
of hot metal. They would have known from the outset that 
many young men, from the cities and the bush all across 
Australia, would be left lying in Turkey.

Despite facing a courageous and determined adversary, 
a highly capable adversary who held significant tactical 
advantage, the ANZACs fought with grim determination, 
building their legend through numerous stories of 
bravery, selflessness and compassion.

The sacrifice, courage, tenacity, and mateship of those 
men reflect the values of the Australian nation today  
and is yet another reason why they deserve our pause 
and reflection.

But while ANZAC day grew from sacrifice borne by 
Australian and New Zealand service men during the 
Gallipoli campaign, this day has come to mean so much 
more. ANZAC Day has become a national day to pause 
and reflect on the sacrifice made by those on behalf of 
our nation in all conflicts, past and present. 

‘ War may be a necessary evil but no 
matter how necessary, it is always  
an evil.’

We come together on this day, not to glorify war, indeed 
war is a terrible thing. Former US president Jimmy Carter 
once said, ‘War may be a necessary evil but no matter 
how necessary, it is always an evil.’ 

It is with this understanding we come together, to 
recognise and remember the men and women, the 
mothers and fathers, the brothers and sisters, the 
partners, the daughters and the sons, who willingly 
endured the terrible nature of conflict in order to protect 
that which we as a nation hold dear. We recognise them 
and the families and friends they left behind.

Australians have long enjoyed the benefits of peace 
and easier existence. Peace purchased at the cost of 
many lives. Few of us have ever had to risk everything 
ourselves, or chance our loved ones to the dangers of war. 

For older generations of Australians, remembering such 
things comes from experiences that came too often in 
their past. War and death came far too frequently as the 
men and women of our armed forces saw active service 
in places such as Belgium, Borneo, France, Korea, 
Malaya, New Guinea, Palestine, Turkey, and Vietnam.

Today, a new generation of our soldiers, sailors, and 
aviators continue to serve in troubled locations, across 
the Middle East, in Egypt, the Sudan and Cyprus, and 
they serve in our region in protection of our borders and 
in partnership with our neighbours to protect common 
security interests. 

It is now a long-standing tradition that on ANZAC Day 
we all pause to remember those who made sacrifice, 
especially those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, in the 

ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE ADDRESS
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defence of their community and nation’s vital interests; 
the greatest contribution any citizen can make. 

This tradition is as relevant today as it was in the years 
following the ANZAC landing on the beaches of Gallipoli. 
We only have to recall those Australians that have died in 
the service of their nation, or those who today still carry 
physical or emotional scars returned from operations, to 
appreciate the significance of today.

There is something very Australian in coming together 
to remember and give thanks to such sacrifice. Our 
natural disposition is to stick together in adversity, to 
support each other and recognise those who make 
contribution to the national good. I like to think that this 
flows from the deepest springs of our national character 
and a fundamental Australian belief that happiness is the 
rightful pursuit of all people.

ANZAC day reminds us we should all have a right to 
pursue happiness in our own way. However, this right 
can come with the ultimate price. For true happiness 
is the product of freedom. Freedom that can often be 
challenged and, when it is, only maintained and protected 
through courage and sacrifice. 

We should be grateful to those that have helped preserve 
our freedom and way of life through their sacrifice. In 
doing so, we keep bright the memory of those lives. It is in 
the remembrance of these things that communities across 
the nation come together on this day. Lest we forget. 

Ellarose Halakas Marian Catholic College Kenthurst

“ A life I haven’t lived. Of challenges  
and devastation. Of great resilience 
and grit.”

“A life I haven’t lived. Of challenges and devastation. Of 
great resilience and grit.”

It is my pleasure to address the Battle of Long Tan, and 
its significance, in the Australian contribution, to the 
Vietnam War.

A true story of 108 young men, brave enough to become 
the most extraordinary soldiers.

The attack occurred in the early hours of the 18th August 
1966, beginning with the Viet Cong, using mortars and 
recoilless rifles, to attack and overtake the Australian 
Task Force base at Nui Dat. 

The Royal Australian Regiments were only recently 
deployed, to attain responsibility, for the Phuoc Tuy 

Province. They were directed to patrol the base which 
provided Australian and New Zealand soldiers, with 
security, vegetation, and a place to call home.

For a while at least.

As the Australian’s ammunition began running out, and 
the Viet Cong guerrilla fighters maintained persistence, 
in retaining the base, the Australians were outnumbered, 
and casualties began mounting! The attack had 
substantial effects on the Anzacs, as a total of 17 men 
were killed, whilst 25 suffered devastating injuries.

The Battle of Long Tan built on the tradition of the 
mateship and strength, which the Anzacs displayed. 
Soldiers fought in the most dreadful conditions, exposed 
to monsoonal lightning, and prevailing winds. Soldiers 
fought beyond limitations, and were highly valued 
throughout the Vietnam War, for their strategies and 
resilience on the battlefield.

Their legacy will forever remain treasured in our hearts, 
as we recall their moments in battle, and their immense 
contribution, to the Vietnam War!

Theirs truly, ‘A life I haven’t lived. Of challenges and 
devastation. Of great resilience and grit.’

Oscar Henderson Northholm Grammar School

“ The guys knew that D Company was 
in a very desperate situation and the 
only way we could help was to fire as 
accurately and as quickly as possible.”

Bombardier Denis Dwane, 21C, 3rd Gun Crew at Long 
Tan. “The guys knew that D Company was in a very 
desperate situation and the only way we could help was 
to fire as accurately and as quickly as possible.” 

Good Morning Ladies and Gentlemen. My name is 
Oscar Henderson, and I have the honour of presenting a 
speech on the Battle of Long Tan, specifically the role of 
artillery and whose artillery it was.

The artillery support during the Battle of Long Tan on the 
18th of August 1966 proved critical to the survival of D 
Company 6th Royal Australian Regiment (6RAR) as they 
fought heroically against the VC. From the moment D 
Company Commander, Major Harry Smith became aware 
this was an assault from a larger force, his request for 
artillery support was insistent. 

New Zealand Artillery Forward Observer, Captain Morrie 
Stanley, from the 161 Field Battery Royal New Zealand 



10

Artillery made the order shortly after 4:00pm for artillery 
support and engaged the 161st Battery into action from their 
position in the Australian base at Nui Dat around 5km away. 

The intensive fighting indicated that more artillery support 
was required. Stanley ordered a regimental fire mission 
that utilised all guns of the 1st Field Regiment, the 
Australian 103 and 105 Field Batteries, the NZ 161 Field 
Battery and the medium US 2nd 35th Artillery Battalion all 
at Nui Dat. 

The Australian and NZ batteries all fired 105mm 
howitzers whilst the American gun fired 155mm self-
propelled rounds. For over an hour, the 18 guns of the 
Australian and NZ Battery fired over 6 rounds per minute. 

To maintain this intense rate, all personnel on the base 
were enlisted to assist with the continuous supply of 
ammunition. The guns at Nui Dat were so hot, you could 
fry eggs on them. 

As the fighting continued and the enemy advanced in 
waves, the artillery was fired within 50-100 metres of D 
Company’s positions. 

The only time the artillery stopped was when 2 RAAF 
helicopters under extreme conditions, bravely dropped 
supplies of ammunition to D Company. In all, 3,198 
rounds were fired by the Australian and NZ field guns. 
The Americans fired 242 rounds. 

The artillery support was effective because of the precise 
information relayed from the battle by Captain Stanley. 
There is no doubt that without artillery support, the 
outcome of Long Tan would have been vastly different. 

Olivia Silcock William Clarke College

“ Tell your commanding officer that you 
won’t need to go looking for the enemy. 
They’ll come looking for you.”

On the day of deployment to Coral and Balmoral, a 
US General said to the Australian Infantry, “Tell your 
commanding officer that you won’t need to go looking for 
the enemy. They’ll come looking for you.”

And, even as the base was being established, they did, 
leading to a 25-day battle. Being placed in the middle of 
enemy territory, these fire support patrol bases played 
a significant role in the Australian contribution to the 
Vietnam War. 

The role of a Fire Support Patrol Base is to dominate its 
assigned geographic area through extensive patrolling, in 
concert with battery firepower support. 

Taking on a circular layout, the base is set up with 
105mm field guns, and 81mm mortars to provide fire 
support. Infantry would be tasked with conducting patrols 
in their area of operations, and supported by targeted 
firepower at the base, when engaged in combat.

In Coral’s case, the initial deployment on 12th May 
was completed by helicopter insertion. As part of the 
Allied force’s offensive Operation “TOAN THANG,” the 
Australian Task Force was charged with controlling an 
area directly astride the enemy infiltration routes, used by 
the North Vietnamese to launch attacks on Saigon. 

However, Coral base had barely been established, before 
the North Vietnamese infantry were upon them. 

Following the attacks on Coral, its Commanding Officer 
ordered one of the battalions to set up a further base as a 
decoy, designating it Patrol Base Balmoral. 

Established primarily on foot, its objective was to provoke 
another North Vietnamese battle to further disrupt and 
seek control of the area.

The establishment of Fire Support Patrol Bases at Coral 
and Balmoral played a crucial part in the battle against 
the North Vietnamese. Being awarded a Unit Citation 
for gallantry on the battle’s 50th anniversary, these 
soldiers demonstrated courage, and sheer grit against a 
numerically superior enemy.

Bethany Wade, Castle Hill High School

The camaraderie, bravery and sacrifice displayed by 
Australian soldiers on the 12th May 1968, set the tone for 
the battles of Coral and Balmoral. 

Armoured personnel carriers and Centurion tanks 
were brought in to Coral and Balmoral after a rushed 
deployment of Australian battalions into Fire Support 
Base Coral. During an intense attack by the Viet Cong 
and North Vietnamese Army, soldiers banded together, 
and fought an intense, close contact battle.

Following this initial battle, Australian Armoured 
personnel carriers were deployed in road convoy in 
the afternoon of the 13th of May. They were sent in as 
defence for the fire support base. Diesel powered, they 
were armed with either twin 30 caliber machine guns or a 
50-calibre machine gun.  

The centurion tanks were petrol powered. Most of the 
Centurions deployed to Vietnam were Mark 5/1, after 
Australia had upgraded from the first variant the Mark III. 

The Centurion tanks had 20-pound machine guns inside 
the tank, and the commander on top had a 50-caliber 
ranging machine gun.
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Its gun fired four types of rounds: high explosive, armor-
piercing, smoke and canister (or antipersonnel). The  
last proved very effective in exposing and destroying 
enemy bunkers.

Armoured personnel carriers and centurion tanks provided 
much needed protection to the Australian army allowing 
them to advance on the enemy with less casualties. 
They were instrumental in the Australian contribution to 
the Vietnam conflict, as the troops went from going into 
battle with only infantry support, to being protected by the 
bulletproof armour provided by the tanks and APC’s.

To those of you here today who fought 
in this battle or in the Vietnam war,  
I thank you. Your immense stories of 
camaraderie, bravery and sacrifice  
will never be forgotten. You will never 
be forgotten.

The battle of Coral-Balmoral is considered one of the 
most famous actions fought by the Australian army during 
the Vietnam War. To those of you here today who fought 
in this battle or in the Vietnam war, I thank you. Your 
immense stories of camaraderie, bravery and sacrifice 
will never be forgotten. You will never be forgotten.

THE STORY OF THE WREATH
You may have noticed the official wreaths were different 
this year. Not as colourful but more in keeping with the 
traditions of ANZAC.

In 1915, Australian Signaller Ellis Silas sketched an angel 
with a wreath who appears to an Ottoman soldier on 
the Gallipoli battlefield. The title is - “These are Mine”, 
Gallipoli, December 1915. On Anzac Day, we often 
call them ‘Anzac wreaths’. However, they can also be 
referred to as ‘remembrance wreaths’.

An Anzac wreath is usually shaped like a teardrop, called 
a ‘chaplet’. This shape signifies the tears that we shed in 
grief. You can also use a simpler circular version.

In a professionally made remembrance wreath, florists 
often use:

•   Laurel – for glory and victory
•   Rosemary – for remembrance
•   The Lest We Forget purple ribbon – the purple meaning 

remembrance and its direction from left to right for the 
gun placement on the soldier’s arm.

•   The colour purple – for mourning, spirituality  
and ceremony

•   The number 3 for each of the Armed Forces
•   3 red poppies – for the sacrifice of shed blood 
•   3 ribbons red, white and blue
•   Even the leaves are placed in 3’s to symbolise the  

3 services.
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ANZAC DAY BREAKFAST
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ANZAC SUNDAY LUNCH

Australia’s Air Defence History by CMDR Paul Garai CMDR Paul Garai RAN
Dennis Davis WWII Rat of Tobruk

Phillip Bridie, Barry Russ, David Elliott,  
Dennis Davis, Bill Strutton & David Hand Bryan Mullan with RSL Ambassadors
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THE GREAT ESCAPE TUNNEL
Untouched for almost seven decades, the tunnel used in 
the Great Escape has finally been unearthed. The 111-
yard passage nicknamed ‘Harry’ by Allied prisoners was 
sealed by the Germans after the audacious break-out 
from the POW camp Stalag Luft III in western Poland. 

Despite huge interest in the subject, encouraged by the 
film starring Steve McQueen, the tunnel undisturbed over 
the decades because it was behind the Iron Curtain and 
the Soviet had no interest in its significance. 

But at last British archaeologists have excavated it, 
and discovered its remarkable secrets. Many of the 
bed boards which had been joined together to stop it 
collapsing were still in position. 

And the ventilation shaft, ingeniously crafted from used 
powdered milk containers known as Klim Tins, remained 
in working order. Scattered throughout the tunnel, which 
is 30ft below ground, were bits of old metal buckets, 
hammers and crowbars which were used to hollow out 
the route. 

A total of 600 prisoners worked on three tunnels at the 
same time. They were nicknamed Tom, Dick and Harry 
and were just 2 ft. square for most of their length.

It was on the night of March 24 and 25, 1944, that 76 
Allied airmen escaped through Harry. Barely a third of 
the 200 prisoners, many in fake German uniforms and 
civilian outfits and carrying false identity papers, who 
were meant to slip away managed to leave before the 
alarm was raised when escapee number 77 was spotted. 

Tunnel vision: A tunnel reconstruction showing the  
trolley system. Only three made it back to Britain.  
Another 50 were executed by firing squad on the orders 
of Adolf Hitler, who was furious after learning of the 
breach of security.

In all, 90 boards from bunk beds, 62 tables, 34 chairs 
and 76 benches, as well as thousands of items including 
knives, spoons, forks, towels and blankets, were 
squirreled away by the Allied prisoners to aid the escape 
plan under the noses of their captors. 

Although the Hollywood movie suggested otherwise, 
NO Americans were involved in the operation. Most 
were British, and the others were from Canada, (all the 
tunnelers were Canadian personnel with backgrounds  
in mining) Poland, New Zealand, Australia, and  
South Africa. 

The site of the tunnel, recently excavated by  
British archaeologists 

The latest dig, over three weeks in August, located 
the entrance to Harry, which was originally concealed 
under a stove in Hut 104. The team also found another 
tunnel, called George, whose exact position had not 
been charted. It was never used as the 2,000 prisoners 
were forced to march to other camps as the Red Army 
approached in January 1945. 
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Watching the excavation was Gordie King, 91, an RAF 
radio operator, who was 140th in line to use Harry and 
therefore missed out. ‘This brings back such bitter-sweet 
memories’, he said as he wiped away tears. ‘I’m amazed 
by what they’ve found.’ Gordie King, 91, made an 
emotional return to Stalag Luft III. 

Many of the recent generations have no true notion 
of the cost in lives and treasure that were paid for the 
liberties that we enjoy in this United States. They also 
have no idea in respect of the lengths that the “greatest 
generation” went to in order to preserve those liberties. 

Below is one true, small and entertaining story regarding 
those measures that are well worth reading, even if the 
only thing derived from the story, is entertainment. 

Escape from WWII POW Camps — starting in 1940, an 
increasing number of British and Canadian Airmen found 
themselves as the involuntary guests of the Third Reich, 
and the Crown was casting about for ways and means to 
facilitate their escape. 

Now obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is 
a useful and accurate map, one showing not only where 
stuff was, but also showing the locations of ‘safe houses’ 
where a POW on-the-lam could go for food and shelter. 

Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they make a 
lot of noise when you open and fold them, they wear out 
rapidly, and if they get wet, they turn into mush. Someone 
in MI-5 (similar to America’s OSS) got the idea of printing 
escape maps on silk. It’s durable, can be scrunched-up 
into tiny wads and, unfolded as many times as needed 
and, makes no noise whatsoever. 

At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great 
Britain that had perfected the technology of printing 
on silk, and that was John Waddington Ltd When 
approached by the government, the firm was only too 
happy to do its bit for the war effort. 

By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K. 
Licensee for the popular American board game 
Monopoly. As it happened, ‘games and pastimes’ was 
a category of item qualified for insertion into ‘CARE 
packages’, dispatched by the International Red Cross to 
prisoners of war.

Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded 
and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of 
Waddington’s, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees 
began mass-producing escape maps, keyed to each 
region of Germany, Italy, and France or wherever Allied 
POW camps were located.

When processed, these maps could be folded into such 
tiny dots that they would actually fit inside a Monopoly 
playing piece. As long as they were at it, the clever 
workmen at Waddington’s also managed to add:

•   A playing token, containing a small magnetic compass 
•   A two-part metal file that could easily be  

screwed together 
•   Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, 

Italian, and French currency, hidden within the piles of 
Monopoly money! 

British and American air crews were advised, before 
taking off on their first mission, how to identify a ‘rigged’ 
Monopoly set – by means of a tiny red dot, one cleverly 
rigged to look like an ordinary printing glitch, located in 
the corner of the Free Parking square. Of the estimated 
35,000 Allied POWS who successfully escaped, an 
estimated one-third were aided in their flight by the rigged 
Monopoly sets. 

Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy indefinitely, 
since the British Government might want to use this 
highly successful ruse in still another, future war. 

The story wasn’t declassified until 2007, when the 
surviving craftsmen from Waddington’s, as well as the 
firm itself, were finally honoured in a public ceremony.  
It’s always nice when you can play that ‘Get Out of Jail’ 
Free’ card.

1. GOON BOX
The prisoners called their German guards “goons” 
and the watchtowers “goon boxes.” One goon box 
on the edge of the prison camp stood a mere 45 
feet from the spot where Harry’s exit shaft would 
eventually emerge.

2. COOLER
Stalag Luft III’s solitary confinement block, which 
prisoners dubbed “the cooler,” was a routine 
destination for any prisoner who broke the rules. 
The duration of a POW’s stay depended on the 
whim of the German guards, but any prisoner 
caught conspiring to escape could count on several 
weeks on the inside.

3. SAND
The prison’s architects intentionally sited it in an 
area where the subsoil was bright yellow sand. The 
supple sand, they believed, would make tunnelling 
nearly impossible. Also, it would be easy for the 
guards to pick up on digging activity if they noticed 
sand anywhere above ground.
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4. MICROPHONE
The Germans buried microphones beneath the 
camp’s barbed wire fences so they could listen 
for sounds of prisoners digging out. The prisoners 
deliberately dug Harry and other tunnels deep 
enough to be beyond the mikes’ range.

5. WARNING WIRE
A knee-high wire that ringed the inside of the camp’s 
perimeter fence sent a signal to the guards on 
contact. Any prisoner who crossed it would be shot.

6. TRAPDOOR
The entrance to Harry was tucked beneath a 
heating stove. The prisoners rebuilt its concrete 
base and fashioned a flexible stovepipe extension 
so that the stove was moveable. During digging the 
stove was never without a fire, discouraging guards 
from coming too near. From its open position, the 
trapdoor could be closed and sealed in 20 seconds 
using wooden handles on the stove.

7. ENTRANCE SHAFT
The wooden footholds leading to Harry extended 
down a claustrophobically narrow 30-foot shaft, 
past sound-absorbing blankets stuffed around the 
trapdoor, and through an initial column of solid brick 
and concrete that had taken the diggers days to 
chip away.

8. STORAGE CHAMBER
In this storage space, the men kept their extra 
supplies and bags of sand ready to be moved 
aboveground for dispersion. During the later stages 
of the tunnelling, this chamber held items critical 
to the prisoners on escape night, such as forged 
immigration papers, street clothing, and provisions.

9. SHORING
Constructing Harry in a substrate of sand meant 
that it was easy to dig but difficult to maintain. Each 
new length of the tunnel had to be carefully shored 
with wood lest it cave in. The process, shown here, 
involved laying two-foot-long wooden bed boards 
into the sand ceiling and walls of the tunnel, which 
was one just board high and one wide.

10. WORKSHOP
This chamber served as a manufacturing workshop 
where the airmen made equipment such as digging 
tools and lamps out of scavenged materials. In all, 
they “borrowed” approximately 4,000 bed boards, 35 
chairs, 50 tables, 90 bunk bed frames, 1,600 blankets, 
and 1,400 tin milk cans during the construction of 
Harry and two other tunnels, Tom and Dick.

11. AIR PUMP
Fresh air was limited underground, so the prisoners 
devised an air pump for Harry modelled after one 
they saw in a smuggled magazine. The pump, seen 
here, consisted of a fabric bellows mounted on 
wooden runners. A man operated it back and forth 
like a rowing machine to pump air through milk-tin 
ventilation pipes installed along the tunnel floor. A 
fresh-air intake vent was concealed in Hut 104.

12. RAILROAD
Diggers built a wooden railway along Harry to carry 
men or boxes of sand on small rope-operated 
trolleys. The railway revolutionized the sand 
removal process, allowing diggers to efficiently 
port tons of sand from within the tunnel back to its 
entrance shaft, from where it was later dispersed 
or buried around the camp. On escape night, the 
railway swiftly ferried the POWs through Harry to 
the exit shaft.

13. PICCADILLY CIRCUS
Piccadilly was the first of Harry’s two halfway 
changeover stations, each a third of the way along 
the tunnel. Here, prisoners transferred themselves 
to a new trolley for the next leg, whether heading 
back or going forward.

14. LIGHTS
From the beginning, the underground darkness 
posed a challenge. At first, the prisoners lit the way 
using homemade mutton-fat lanterns with pajama-
fabric wicks. When the lanterns proved noxious and 
unreliable, two intrepid POWs snatched electrical 
wire from German workmen and installed lighting in 
the tunnel, tapping into Stalag Luft III’s circuit board.

15. LEICESTER SQUARE
The POWs called the second changeover station 
Leicester Square. At this point in the tunnel, a 
prisoner on the night of the escape was less than 
100 feet from his exit to freedom.

16. EXIT SHAFT
During the first nine days of March, diggers cleared 
the last 100 feet of tunnel Harry and created an 
exit shaft, seen here. By March 14, they had dug 
upward almost to the surface, leaving two feet of 
earth to be removed the night of the escape. Harry 
proved nearly 30 feet short of its intended mark. Its 
exit shaft cleared the prison’s perimeter fence but 
did not make it to the cover of trees beyond.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2020

CHRISTMAS HAMPER DELIVERY

RSL sub-Branch Members ready  
to deliver to War Widows

What’s Inside Packing Team
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GYM GROUP ON RACETRACK By Mal Botfield

A group of us from the No2 Gym Group decided over 
some beers and coffee to go cart racing at Luddenham 
Go Cart Track, lead by Alan Hopkins.

This turned out to be a great morning of fun racing.

There were 3 X 10 minute heats.

Very competitive and safe

The track is well organized and helpful.

A lot of fun for us.

Don’t ask about the navigation.

“Who are these masked men?”
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Friendship: the Oxford dictionary defines FRIENDSHIP  
as companionability amongst many other definitions. 

No doubt many of you would have had or are having long 
friendships, well let me tell you about a friendship that 
has lasted, to date 53 years. 

Let me take you back to Central Railway Station in July 
1968 with two young ladies getting ready to board a train. 

Unbeknown to them they were setting off on a magical 
trip which would shape the rest of their lives, where were 
they going? But before I disclose that, I would like to 
introduce you to the young maidens: 

I posed following questions to each of them! 

Where were you born? 

A) Ryde Hospital 

B) Brisbane Qld 

Where did you grow up? 

A) Hunters Hill 

B) Nauru Island, Central Pacific 

Why did you decide to join the Navy? 

A)  My father and all of my uncles were sailors and it just 
seemed to be the right thing to do. 

B)  I wanted to become a Radio Operator so I could go 
back to Nauru and run the communication station. 

What emotions did you have leaving to join up? 

A)  My emotions were everywhere because I had never 
been away from home; I probably had some doubts at 
the last minute. 

B) I was very excited about the new chapter in my life. 

What were your feelings on the train trip? 

A)  There was actually excitement because we were  
all getting to know our new comrades from all over  
the country. 

B)  I was meeting and mixed with a group of girls, some 
excited and some sad. 

How long was your Navy Training? 

6 weeks in Cerberus, 6 weeks at Watson and 1 month 
between RANTAU and HMAS Albatross being trained in 
Radar and Weapons Analysis 

What was your feeling in the 1st week of Navy life?

A)  I just took each week as it arrived, kind of excited and 
still a bit nervous. There were so many sailors though- 
out-numbered 10 to 1. Dam, some-one had to do it. 

B)  I was disappointed that my training had been changed 
from Radio to Radar. 

1st posting was it Creswell? If not when were you 
posted there? 

We were not posted to Creswell, we used to visit, usually 
for about a week at a time, whenever the ships had to do 
Mortar sea check firing. We were always living at HMAS 
Watson and working at RANTAU at Rushcutters Bay. 

What was the Navy exercise at JB when the spider ar-
rived? We were there to plot and analyse one of the 
vessels mortar sea check firing exercises. 

What were your orders in the exercise? We were sent to 
the outpost at Hayms Beach to operate the theodolite, 
which was used to plot the mortar shots. 

In a few words describe your fear of the spider? The 
spider was huge, a good hand span across. As we lifted 
the shutter to open the bunker up it appeared. 

The radio was on between the bunker and the base at 
Creswell and they happened to be talking to the ship at 
the time we screamed. 

The spider was probably deaf by the time we calmed 
down. I think the worst was coming back to Creswell for 
lunch- did we cop it from the sailors and Officers alike. 

Did Navy ratings reach the bunker to save you? Yes they 
did, the ship lowered a small power boat which came 
across to the beach and Creswell sent.
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BUILDING THE BULLDOG-WAU ROAD OVER THE  
OWEN STANLEY RANGE By Dennis Hughes

This story is dedicated to my father-in-law Ronald Leslie 
(Les) Burnell NX127704 who was a Sapper in the 9 
Field Company RAE (AIF) No. 2 platoon. In December 
1940 he was called up to serve in the Militia and then he 
transferred to the regular army on the 17th July 1942 at 
the age of 22.

The Bulldog-Wau road’s purpose was to provide a secret 
overland route to supply troops opposing Japanese 
positions in the mountains west of Lae and Salamaua in 
Papua New Guinea. 

The units involved in the construction were 2/1 and 
2/16 Field Companies RAE, 1st and 3rd Australian Pack 
Transport Companies and 9 Field Company RAE (AIF), 
along with local Papuan natives.

On 25th February 1943 the 9 Field Company started work 
between Bulldog base camp and Fox Camp (mile 21). On 
1st April most of the unit was relocated to Johnson Gap 
(mile 46) 9,800ft above sea level and on the 14th April 
commenced working towards Eccleston Saddle (mile 44) 
at 9,600ft. Some of the unit remained behind to complete 
essential bridging works.

Due to the nature of the terrain the work had to be done 
with pick and shovel, gelignite, muscle and sweat. With 
Blacksmith’s kits slow in arriving and forges awkward to 
transport, the men often worked with blunted tools. 

The men worked in cold and dank conditions, and it 
rained every afternoon. The men worked six days a week 
and in conditions where their clothes never dried. There 
was insufficient blankets and tents. At night the men tried 
to sleep wet through and shivering with cold. 

There was a lot of sickness amongst the troops. 
Foremost among them was malaria and dysentery  
for the whites and for the coastal natives working at  
these heights, they suffered from pneumonia.  
Les Burnell suffered two bouts of malaria during his  
time in the mountains. 

The company was too small to have its own medical 
officer, therefore each platoon had a soldier to provide  
a Regimental Aid Post (RAP) in addition to their  
normal duties. 

The lack of food contributed to the poor health conditions 
of the troops. Wood was of poor burning quality. Food 
consisted of bully beef, broken biscuits, rice, and the tea 
supply was affected by damp thus becoming mouldy.

The constant rainfall caused floods and landslides, where 
a week’s worth of effort would be wiped out in a moment.

Next page shows a near miss landslide. The men 
had just moved around the bend for a break when the 
landslide happened. 

Another minute later and many men would have  
been hurt or killed. Les Burnell was amongst the men 
in this work party. Some of the unit were trapped on the 
other side.
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With so many different units working on the construction 
of this road, there was remarkably very few fatal 
accidents. There was one death caused by landslide, one 
by falling tree and two in accidental explosions. 

Construction commenced in January 1943 and was 
completed in August 1943. On 23rd August 1943 the first 
convoy of jeeps made the 58 miles (93 km) trip.

General Sir Thomas Blamey was quoted as saying “It 
ranks with the great army engineering feats of history”. 

9 Field Company Engineers cheering the first convoy on.

On the 1st September 1943 the other constructions 
unit were withdrawn and 9 Field Company was tasked 
with maintenance of the Bulldog - Wau road. On 23 
September 1943 the first 3-ton trucks traversed the road. 
The road lost its importance after Lae was captured 
and the Nadzab airfields opened. The road was hard to 
maintain due to landslides. Finally, in the middle of 1944, 
the road was closed.

9 Field Company RAE returned to Australia in December 
1944. In June 1945 Army Command decided to disband 
the unit, as they could not attain the medical classification 
of A1 and the number of members had been depleted. 
Les suffered four more bouts of malaria during his 
remaining active service.

Les was transferred to the 8Th Australian Mechanical 
Equipment Company, with whom he remained with until 
he was discharged on 8th May 1946.

After the war the 9 Field Company RAE (AIF) Association 
was formed. Les was its Secretary until its eventual 
disbandment in 2010 due to falling member numbers and 
current member health conditions.

Les returned to his pre-war job as a packer for Westbrook 
& Mason (Ladies Fine Shoes) but was not content with 
his work. Les left Westbrook & Mason in 1948 and 
became a men’s barber. Working first in Dulwich Hill then 
at Campsie. When the “Beatles” hair style craze came 
in Les left the barber trade and joined an army mates 
printing company before becoming a security guard on 
the wharfs until his retirement.

Les met his lifelong partner Ita Nunan in December 
1944. They were married on 7 May 1948. They settled in 
Greenacre in a war service home. They had one child, a 
daughter Vicki Maria. They remained in Greenacre until 
1994 then moved to Anna Bay in the Port Stephens area.

Les passed away from a stroke on 15 May 2014. His wife 
Ita passed away a month later.

References:
A Short History of 9 Field Company R.A.E. [A.I.F.] by Ray 
Gietzelt
The Royal Australian Engineers 1919 to 1945 by Ronald 
McNicoll
The Sydney Morning Herald, Sat 20 May 1944, Page 2 
“Building the Bulldog Road”
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AUSTRALIA DAY 2021

TRUMPETER RSL CHAPLAIN

Jake Evans CANON Colin Aitken

SINGER

Eileen McCann

PIPE MAJOR

Nick Train
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WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY By Barry Pareezer

Ever thought about writing your life 
story? Have you started? If not, I’m 
hoping this article might encourage you 
to start the journey. 
Think about it for a minute, how pleased would you be if 
someone presented you with a publication outlining the 
life story of one of your distant ancestors? I believe it 
would be fantastic. 

Unlike many, we, as veterans, have undertaken duties we 
should share with our families so they learn more about 
our experiences, especially about the time we spent on 
active service. Our stories may never be best-sellers, but 
that is not what this about. The few copies required to 
pass on will, no doubt, be kept as valued heirlooms in our 
families for many generations to come.  

It will take some time and effort to complete, but anything 
worthwhile is worth the challenge. This is the method I 
used when I began to write my life story. However, there 
are many websites on the subject.. 

The first step is to gather all your certificates:– Birth – 
Marriage - Education - Military – Employment, including 
your latest/last CV. Copy or photograph all documents. 

Prepare a Word document with the following sections.

•   Family, Childhood, Schooling, Education,  
Qualifications gained, Teenage years

•   Best mates

•   Sport

•   Military Service

•   Employment

•   Family illnesses

•   Things you like/d to do

•   Your favourite music/novels/movies

•   Notable awards and achievements

•   Famous relatives or people you have met

•   Holidays you have taken

You can make as many as you like. Create a brief family 
tree using free online pro-forma.

You are now well on your way. Start with bullet points 
in each section to remind you of what you want to write 
about. This will make it easier to jump from one section to 
another. Talk with your siblings and relatives about your 
past to refresh your memory of stories you think would be 
good to include.

Select appropriate photographs for each section and add 
where applicable. Apart from factual information, lighten 
your story to include some of the funnier or unusual 
experiences that occurred. 

Many of us are ‘Baby Boomers.’ During our lifetime, the 
world has probably advanced more than in any other 
period. When talking with grandchildren, they find it 
difficult to believe what we did to entertain ourselves 
without currently available hi-tech devices. 

The following is an example of a light-hearted story I 
included. It’s about the substantial gains in technology. 
I’m sure you will recall that our evening entertainment 
was to predominantly listen to the radio throughout our 
younger years.  What were your favourite programs – 
Superman – Hop Harrigan – Greenbottle? 

In 1956, if you were lucky enough, your family purchased 
a black and white TV. Many families, like mine, couldn’t 
afford it, and at first, the best we could do was take 
a chair, sit on a footpath and look at a TV in a shop 
window, even though there was no sound. 

Like the one outlined above, stories help build a picture 
of what life in Australia was like during our lifetime.

If appropriate, write stories about your partner and raising 
a family. Where did you meet? How did you propose? 
Where did you honeymoon?  When you finally bring 
your story to the present time, you could go back to your 
partner’s life before s/he met you and combine his/her 
story with yours. 

Don’t be daunted if you are not good at typing, as you will 
find the voice to text on mobile phones and iPads works 
quite well. You could use some of the above categories 
and jot down a few notes on each subject. Then put 
yourself in front of a video camera and tell your story, so 
at least it will be something substantial that your family 
will enjoy. Perhaps one of your family members could 
type it out for you after you record it. This is also a good 
thing to do once you have completed writing your story.

As you undoubtedly have many things left on your 
‘bucket list’, don’t number the pages. This will make it 
easier for you to insert an update in any section within 
your document.  

Once completed, I found Office Works to be of good 
value for printing and binding my story on A4 paper. I 
made up a photographic cover page and had it printed on 
thick paper, then had a piece of clear plastic placed at the 
front and back for added strength and protection. 

It is a relatively easy process to arrange the printing 
of your story into book form through Kindle Direct 
Publishing (KDP). Their website is easy to navigate. 
Once downloaded, you will have an option to buy books 
at the author price. There are no setup costs, and you 
can buy as few as one copy.  I had a 400- page 6 X 
9-inch book delivered to my door for about AUD $20. The 
price will always vary subject to the number of pages and 
the exchange rate.

I hope you will take on the task of writing your life story 
for the benefit of your family. I’m happy to help you 
through the process.
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WELFARE IN ACTION
Cheryl Hill took a phone call from Ron O’Connor 
(Vietnam Vets – Granville) at about 11.00 am Sunday 
morning regarding a veteran and his wife from 
Maroochydore, who were holidaying in Sydney

The RSL member had a history of pulmonary sickness, 
which after arriving in Sydney caused him to be admitted 
to hospital but he became very ill and passed away in 
Westmead Hospital on Sunday morning 14th March. 

The widow was alone in Sydney with few friends and a 
brother-in-law whose wife is dying of cancer.

Cheryl contacted the widow and arranged to visit her on 
Sunday along with Elizabeth Pederson.

The member and his wife had travelled to Sydney by car, 
so after discussions it was agreed that Elizabeth would 
bring the car back to Castle Hill for storage in the VIP  
car park.

Meanwhile Cheryl booked the deceased’s wife into the 
Quest at Bella Vista.

Cheryl contacted Open Arms to apply for crisis 
accommodation but alas was refused.

After day one the challenges were:

1) Arrange to have the casket shipped to 
Maroochydore which would mean contacting a 
Funeral Home.

2) Repatriate his wife back home.

3) Ship the car.  

Cheryl contacted Open Arms on Monday, again and this 
time she had success in having accommodation paid for. 

A meeting was arranged at CHRSL on Monday for the 
widow and two of her friends for support with Cheryl Hill, 
Elizabeth Pederson & Chris Bennett.

Initially the discussion was very emotional as you would 
imagine. But with due respect we bided our time and 
started to hatch a plan going forward.

Chris Bennett was to organise the three aims as  
listed above.

Having discussions with the widow it was found that 
attached to her RACQ (NRMA) membership there  
was Aussi Assist which happens to be exactly what  
we required. 

So Chris contacted Aussi Assist and after initial 
identification of the claimant, he took over the discussion 
with Aussi Assist which was some 60  minutes plus. 

After which Aussi Assist agreed in principal that they  
would finance: 

•   Air fares

•   Car transport 

•   But were non committal in regards the casket delivery  
to Maroochydore. 

For Aussi Assist to move forward they required the 
medical certificate from Westmead Hospital, which we 
understood would be through a Funeral Home.

This meant repatriating the casket was at the top of the 
list. So, we figured we would require a Funeral Home 
who had offices Australia wide. 

White Lady came to mind so Chris contacted White Lady 
Pennant Hills and made an appointment for Tuesday AM.

Ann Martin, the manager at White Lady Pennant Hills 
was as you would expect very understanding in handling 
a very emotional situation. 

In no time at all, Ann had organized shipment of the 
casket for AM Wednesday which was a great relief to our 
grieving widow. 

Also, confirmed to Chris that the medical certificate would 
be emailed to him on Wednesday AM.

On receiving the medical certificate, Chris emailed it on 
to Aussi Assist who reacted within hours and confirmed  
to the widow that they would cover all costs including 
casket transport.

Finally, Thursday arrived with much relief with the widow 
boarding a flight to Maroochydore to be reunited with her 
beloved husband.

With thanks to, Jim Wilson (Vice President CHRSL sub-
Branch) and wife Jan for their assistance and support. 

A sad situation, with an acceptable outcome.

Elizabeth Pederson, Chris Bennett, Cheryl Hill

This is but one of many of the stories  
from the Welfare Team. Most stories 

cannot be told as they are too close to 
home for Privacy reasons. It is a great 

illustration of the unseen and often 
unsung work done by this team…. Editor
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CASTLE HILL RSL SUB-BRANCH AWARDS

WORLD WAR II PRESENTATIONS

L to R. President: David Hand, Carer: Noreen Tait, 
Dennis Davis, Vice President Cheryl Hill, Bruce 
Robertson. Dorice Ethel Noy (RSL Member) RIP  
(20th January 1916-10th January 2021, Aged 104)

The medal and a certificate were presented on 11th 
December 2020 to Dennis Davis (Rat of Tobruk), Bruce 
Robinson (RAAF) and Dorice Ethel Noy RSL Member 
with fellow Castle Hill RSL sub-Branch members present.

To show our gratitude to those  
who served in the WWII the  
NSW Government struck a  
medal and certificate. 

The following Awards were presented  
at the 2020 Christmas Lunch.
Presentation of the Certificate of Merit and Gold Badge

David Hand President CHRSL sub-Branch and Don Tait 
Ex President CHRSL sub-Branch made the presentation 

to Bryan Mullan

It is the highest award that can be made by the League  
to a person, who is not a Service member, in recognition 
of outstanding honorary service rendered to the League,  
Ex-Service personnel or their dependents. To Des Brady To Kevin Cavanagh

Presentation by David Elliott BA, MA, MP for 50 years  
Certificate of Service to the RSL
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ADF SOLDIERS MOVING TRIBUTE By Darren Peters SOTG V

The other side of the coin the media doesn’t care to report.  

The 23rd of November has just passed. For some, it’s 
just another day. Unfortunately for others, it is not. I was 
there on the ground that day when one of our finest, Luke 
Worsley from 4 RAR Commando, was knocked. 

We were out in the middle of the Afghanistan Dasht and 
a long way from Australia. This story from within the SF 
community needs to be told to the Australian public but 
most of all the parents, wives, sons daughters, and family.

What the boys from Bravo Company 4 RAR (now 2 
Commando Regiment), Special Operations Task Group 
(SOTG) rotation V (Roman numeral for 5), did for one of 
their own over an 18 hour plus period is something I will 
never forget. His mates did everything they could for him 
and then some.

We harboured up the vehicles, created the Vehicle Drop 
off Point (VDO) and the decision was made to move in 
on foot. Harbouring the vehicles was no easy feat as 
there were Land Rover SRVs, 4- and 6-wheel All-terrain 
Vehicles, Bushmasters and the Mother Ship. 

The Mother Ship was an up armoured 4 x 4 Mercedes 
Unimog that looks like something out of Mad Max. It had 
a pintle-mounted 50cal HMG mounted on top and a 7.62 
Mag58 LMG mounted for the passenger.

The boys took off around dusk and started the stomp of 
about 3km (3.5hrs) over the mountainous terrain to the 
objective. Overwatch was established over the village, 
and the boys went in. All seemed to be going well until 
the call of TIC (Troops in Contact) came over the radio. 
Echoes of rifle and intense machine gunfire could be 
heard across the valley.

Then we heard the words that no one wants to hear. Just 
after midnight on 22nd and going into the early morning 
of 23rd November, I can remember hearing over the 
radio that we had a man down. All of us who were 
listening to the contact over the radio couldn’t believe it, 
we were waiting to hear who it was. 

The call sign of the soldier was sent over the radio and 
eventually, we worked out it was Luke. We were in our 
harbour securing the vehicles, a few of us started to 
prepare to roll in and give them a hand.

We could still hear the heavy fighting going on. 
Thankfully the boss made the call not to send us forward 
as we found out later on that the vehicle route into the 
village had been mined with IEDs.

The boys had been on target for about 8 plus hours and 
dawn was not that far away. So, the call was made to 
move out and that they would have to stretcher carry 
Luke back to the VDO some 3km away.

In this paragraph, I’m trying to give you some idea of  
the mindset and some of the setbacks the boys faced 
and overcame.

We also had Close Air Support, more commonly known 
as CAS. The boom and the shock wave from the 
explosion were massive. It broke the silence and even 

lit up our valley. When the CAS was called in, we were 
in the VDO 3km away and we thought the boom and the 
shock wave from the explosion was massive. The main 
group was still in the vicinity of the village, they were 
only 700m to 900m away when the missile hit the target.

Choppers were called in to come and pick up Luke. The 
Chinook, along with Gunship support, had to come from 
TK Airfield and were provided by the Dutch. They were 
requested to pick Luke from the village and take them 
back to TK Airfield for processing. 

As it turned out, we were told the chopper was on its way 
from TK. Then the call came over the radio informing us 
it was being diverted to Forward Operating Base (FOB) 
Anaconda for another task. We were then told it was 
not coming directly to us from FOB Anaconda but now 
diverted to Kandahar.

Once again, we were then informed that the chopper did 
not have enough fuel to come to us from Kandahar, so it 
returned to TK airfield then finally on to our location.

Back to the story: I can remember standing there 
listening to the Company who were coming back, calling 
in and updating their position. Once we knew they were 
about 20 to 30 minutes out from the VDO, I told every 
spare body to go around to the vehicles, dig out the gas 
bottles and stove and boil some water. This was so they 
would have hot water for a brew when they returned.

Then I saw the first of two things that 
day that I wish every Australian could 
have seen. I can remember looking 
up and seeing the first member of the 
Company coming over the hill, then 
another and another.

Then I saw the first of two things that day that I wish 
every Australian could have seen. I can remember 
looking up and seeing the first member of the Company 
coming over the hill, then another and another. Then the 
rest of the boys were carrying Luke on the stretcher.

Every man wanted to carry Luke. They had been at it 
for over 12 hours by now, they were all tired and they 
were hurt, but in true Grunt fashion they were not bloody 
beaten and at no time would they give up. At that very 
moment, I was thinking, how proud I was to be there. I 
just witnessed something un-bloody believable.

Before Luke was to be taken off the battlefield by 
chopper, he was placed in one of the Bushmasters. 
Everyone from the Company had the opportunity to go in, 
pay their respects and say goodbye, which they all did. I 
held his hand and said a prayer

Psalm 23:4 (Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me). I also told him 
that one day we will all be reunited in Valhalla and that he 
would not be forgotten.
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In addition to this, there was a young Mortarman. He 
was one of the boys that had just been out all night. He 
helped carry and was good friends with Luke. 

Unfortunately, he could not bring himself to go into the 
Bushmaster and say goodbye. I tried to convince him at the 
time that it was the right thing to do; however, he still could 
not bring himself to do it. I said to him that I completely 
understand. 30 minutes later at around 9 or 10ish, we 
received the call that the evac chopper was inbound.

Finally, we could hear the sound of the Chinook off in the 
distance. At this point, I picked myself up and went over 
to where the Mortars were. As I approached him, I said, 
mate, this is the last chance you will get to say goodbye. 
He was also a religious man so I told him, this is the last 
chance to go in and say a prayer for him. 

To his credit, we both walked to the Bushmaster together 
and I told him I would be right outside. He went in and 
farewelled his mate. Once we were back in Camp 
Russell, he came up to me and thanked me for what I 
had done.

So, we loaded Luke onto the chinook and made sure 
everything was good to go. This is where I saw the 
second thing that the Australian public should know about.

I was facing the chinook with the company spread out 
behind me in the defensive position. The position was 
spread out over approximately 500m on a slight hill that 
was running up from where we were. The CSM pointed 
behind me and said “hey DAZZ have a look at that.” 

I turned around and this is what I saw. I looked up and I 
could see the whole company, all standing to attention. 
They were next to their cars, some were standing by 
themselves, some were standing on Bushmasters, this 
was truly an amazing sight. 

These boys were paying their respect to a mate that they 
would never see again but would live on in their memories.

On our return to Camp Russell, we had a service and 
we were allowed a few beers. We were all in the building 
which is normally used as a recreation room and one of 
the blokes, whose name I cannot recall, played the Dire 
Straits song Brothers in Arms. 

Everyone stopped what they were doing and there was 
complete silence. Everyone banded together and paid 
their respect to Luke in their own way.

Once the Dire Straits song was finished a young man 
grabbed his guitar and went up the front of the recreation 
room. He was a strapping young lad who was already  
a legend within Bravo Company and 4RAR  
(2 Commando Regiment). 

Now you have to remember that this is in November of 
2007. This man and his guitar started to play a song, 
a song that, funnily enough, still haunts me today. The 
song was “I hope you had the time of your life”, by Green 
Day. It was a pretty good rendition of the song that would 
give any musician a run for their money.

A few months after the events of the 22nd – 23rd this 
man with his guitar was awarded the Medal for Gallantry 
for his actions on that fateful night. A few years after that 
in 2013 this man went on to become a legend. He went 
on to become forever immortal.

The man with the guitar was Cameron Baird VC MG and 
he is the 100th recipient of the Victoria Cross. A man truly 
worthy of this honour.

The same spirit that the ANZACs took with them to the 
shores of Gallipoli is still alive and well today. Up until 
now this story of the boys was just a personal memory 
that now will be hopefully told to the Australian public, but 
most of all the parents of these brave young lads. 

WHAT IS AN AUSTRALIAN INFANTRYMAN? (from David Thorne)

In war, the infantryman is part of that indispensable 
element of the army who decide all battles by their final 
presence; who are often maligned or praised with equal 
fervour by those who have little idea of what they are or 
the essentials of their trade.

As a soldier, he is self-sufficient as a fighting unit until 
his support fails or he becomes a casualty. He carries 
the tools of his trade on his back, needs little individual 
support and is expected to function efficiently in his 
assigned role until told otherwise. 

He must possess initiative, determination, team spirit and 
must unstintingly give of himself to those chosen to lead 
him and his mates.

As a leader, he is expected to carry lightly the burden of 
personally directing men in battle to accomplish tasks 
often of great physical difficulty, over all terrain and in all 
weather. He must train his men in all things concerning 
his complicated art and ensure, by the sheer force of 
his personal and intimate leadership, he retains their 
motivation, loyalty, cooperation sustained effort and humour.

He must possess singleness of purpose, endurance, 
sound judgment, obedience, flexibility and compassion. 
His senses must be finely attuned to the fear, worry and 
well-being of his men. He must replace all the influences 
which previously guided them and become their master, 
mentor, father, mother, priest, confessor and marriage 
counsellor. Above all else, he must understand them.

Our riflemen are skilled soldiers who fight the enemy at 
close quarters in all phases of warfare using a multitude 
of weapon. 

Apart from being talented rifleman, infantry soldiers are 
trained as scout, machine gunner, combat communicator, 
combat first aider, linguist, sniper, mortarmen, signaller, 
direct fire support weapon crew member anti-armour, 
reconnaissance patrolman, surveillance operator, 
planner, negotiator, peacemaker and peacekeeper,  
driver piper, drummer and in many other roles. 

Whatever and wherever!
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WHO WAS JIMMY STEWART?

Months after winning his 1941 Academy Award for best 
actor in “The Philadelphia Story,” Jimmy Stewart, one 
of the best-known actors of the day, left Hollywood and 
joined the US Army. He was the first big-name movie star 
to enlist in World War II.

An accomplished private pilot, the 33-year-old Hollywood 
icon became a US Army Air Force aviator, earning his 
2nd Lieutenant commission in early 1942. 

With his celebrity status and huge popularity with the 
American public, he was assigned to starring in recruiting 
films, attending rallies, and training younger pilots.

Stewart, however, wasn’t satisfied. He wanted to fly 
combat missions in Europe, not spend time in a stateside 
training command. By 1944, frustrated and feeling the 
war was passing him by, he asked his commanding 
officer to transfer him to a unit deploying to Europe. His 
request was reluctantly granted.

Stewart, now a Captain, was sent to England, where he 
spent the next 18 months flying B-24 Liberator bombers 
over Germany. 

Throughout his time overseas, the US Army Air Corps’ 
top brass had tried to keep the popular movie star from 
flying over enemy territory. But Stewart would hear 
nothing of it.

Determined to lead by example, he bucked the system, 
assigning himself to every combat mission he could. By 
the end of the war, he was one of the most respected and 
decorated pilots in his unit.

But his wartime service came at a high personal price.

In the final months of WWII, he  
was grounded for being “flak happy,”  
today called Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD).

In the final months of WWII, he was grounded for being 
“flak happy,” today called Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD).

When he returned to the US in August 1945, Stewart  
was a changed man. He had lost so much weight that  
he looked sickly. He rarely slept, and when he did, he 
had nightmares of planes exploding and men falling 
through the air screaming (in one mission alone his unit 
had lost 13 planes and 130 men, most of whom he  
knew personally).

He was depressed, couldn’t focus, and refused to talk to 
anyone about his war experiences. His acting career was 
all but over.

As one of Stewart’s biographers put it, “Every decision he 
made [during the war] was going to preserve life or cost 
lives. He took back to Hollywood all the stress that he 
had built up.”

In 1946 he got his break. He took the role of George 
Bailey, the suicidal father in “It’s a Wonderful Life.” The 
rest is history.

Actors and crew of the set realized that in many of the 
disturbing scenes of George Bailey unravelling in front of 
his family, Stewart wasn’t acting. 

His PTSD was being captured on film for potentially 
millions to see.

But despite Stewart’s inner turmoil, making the movie 
was therapeutic for the combat veteran. He would go 
on to become one of the most accomplished and loved 
actors in American history.

When asked in 1941 why he wanted to leave his acting 
career to fly combat missions over Nazi Germany, he 
said, “This country’s conscience is bigger than all the 
studios in Hollywood put together, and the time will come 
when we’ll have to fight.”

Around Christmas, as many of us watch the classic 
Christmas film, “It’s A Wonderful Life,” it’s also a fitting 
time to remember the sacrifices of Jimmy Stewart and 
all the men who gave up so much to serve their country 
during wartime. We will always remember them!

Postscript:

While fighting in Europe, Stewart’s Oscar statue was 
proudly displayed in his father’s Pennsylvania hardware 
store. Throughout his life, the beloved actor always said 
his father, a World War I veteran, was the person who 
had made the biggest impact on him.

Jimmy Stewart remained in the USAF Reserve following 
the war, retiring as a Brigadier General in 1968. 

He was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
1985 and died in 1997 at the age of 89.

-- Ned Forney, Writer, Saluting America’s Veterans
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AWARD OF COMMUNITY FELLOW OF WESTERN SYDNEY 
UNIVERSITY TO RON RAY OAM
The Board of Trustees from time to time confers the title 
of Community Fellow of the University, which is awarded 
to distinguished individuals who have made a particular 
and sustained contribution to enhancing the social, 
economic, cultural, environmental and/or technological 
development of the Greater Western Sydney Region.

Citation. Mr Ronald Kenneth Ray OAM is a former Army 
Sergeant, Westerns Sydney University Alumnus and 
retired HR specialist, who has volunteered his time over 
the past 20 years to number of local organisations that 
provide valuable services to the Sydney community.

Mr Ray is passionate about keeping Australian heritage 
and history alive and has channelled this into his 
volunteer work. Ron has been a guide for the Australian 
National Maritime Museum since 2007 and is a current 
coordinator of the Museum Speakers Group, a dynamic 
program that Ron co-founded in 2014. 

Ron has been a guide for the Sydney Harbour Federation 
Trust and spent 5 years as a volunteer for the Royal 
Australian Artillery Historical Company.

Not one to slow down, Ron also co-founded Friends  
of Bella Vista Farm in 2001 and has remained active  

in preserving and promoting the heritage of this  
historical homestead. 

During special events held at the Farm, Ron organises 
volunteers from the NSW Corps of Marines to 
demonstrate their skill and weaponry. Each month, Ron 
dedicates his time to guiding visitors through the farm, 
even helping to feed the Farm’s Merino sheep twice a 
week.

Ron has also been a member of the New South Wales 
Corps of Marines and other re-enactment groups 
for 25 years. He holds memberships at Castle Hill, 
Returned Services League of Australia and the National 
Servicemen’s Association of Australia since 2001

During his professional life, Ron worked in Human 
Resources and in 2000, he completed a Master of 
Commerce at Western Sydney University, specialising  
in Workplace Relations.

In January 2020, Ron was awarded an OAM in the 
General Division for his service to the community. He has 
also been a Justice of the Peace for 40 years.

REMEMBRANCE WALL HANGINGS
You might have noticed the very large wall hanging in 
the foyer of Castle Hill RSL prior to ANZAC DAY and 
REMEMBRANCE DAY? 

Did you wonder who were the busy bees who created 
these eye catching multi coloured hangings? Well the 
secrets out they were created by the busy bees of the 
RSL Sub Branch AUXILARY.  

From my recollection this clandestine poppy making has 
been under wraps for some two years or more! Why do I 
think this, well I have not counted the number of knitted 
and crocheted poppies that have been made in that time 
but I think it would challenge Flanders Fields.

In the picture below you see the evidence of the efforts of 
the dedicated poppy makers.

I have a mug shot of the leader of these happy poppy 
makers, I warn you if you see her do not approach her as 
you will be lampooned into poppy making.

The achievement of the press gang to date is 4X 1 metre 
x 1 metre hangings in the purple/red/yellow/white which 
are hung at Lynwood Golf Club at the appropriate days 
and a very large 4 metre x 3 metre which hangs in the 
foyer of Castle Hill RSL.
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VALE Ronald Mervyn Smith

18th June 1930 – 16th May 2021

At 90 years of age, Ron Smith had an inspiring presence. 
He served his country from age 18 and had proudly 
served his beloved Hills’ community for longer. His 
contribution to the lives and livelihood of those he talked 
with, taught and trained is infinite – as was his ability to 
recall significant dates, milestones and history narratives. 

Ron was born in 1930, was raised in Castle Hill NSW, 
and educated at Castle Hill Primary School. After primary 
school he attended Westmead Technical School.  
Ron’s knowledge of the early history of Castle Hill  
was amazing.

In 1946 Ron commenced an Electrical Apprenticeship 
with the Electrical Department of the Baulkham Hills 
Shire Council. This was mainly installation work when 
electricity was extended to outer Kellyville, Rouse Hill 
and Box Hill.

An electrician by trade, Ron joined the Royal Australian 
Navy for an initial 12-year engagement ( the minimum 
at the time) in the Electrical Branch – eventually serving 
under the White Ensign for 46 years – retiring as a senior 
technical instructor.

It was whilst serving at HMAS Nirimba at Quakers Hill 
that Ron met Marion in early 1961. Marion was doing 
her Midwifery training at Royal North Shore Hospital, 
after completing her General Certificate at the Brisbane 
General Hospital. They were engaged in July and 
married in Brisbane in 1961. 

In moving around during Naval Service, Haylee was born 
at Canberra Hospital in 1964 and Rohan in Melbourne 
in 1966. On returning to Castle Hill in 1967 both children 
attended Castle Hill Primary School and High Schools.

On discharge from the RAN in June 1970 Ron was 
appointed as a Technical Instructor in the Weapons 
Electrical and Engineering School at HMAS Nirimba. 
Here he became “Rotating Ron”. In 1986 he was 

promoted to Senior Technical Instructor and served in 
this capacity until 10th March 2004 when HMAS Nirimba 
was decommissioned. He went into retirement after 
serving under the White Ensign for 46 years. 

In his home life he become the coach of the under 6, 
7, 8, 9 soccer teams when Rohan started playing with 
Hills Independent. In January 1968 the Hills Independent 
Soccer Club joined the Castle Hill RSL Sporting Club. 

He was very happy to hand over the role of coach as  
he had never really played the game himself. He also 
spent many hours watching Haylee play Netball or  
doing physical culture. The sameness of the music  
for the physical culture teams was the bugbear of  
his attendance. 

Ron was a dedicated Life Member of the Castle Hill 
RSL sub-Branch, where he served as a President and 
Secretary, and held the positions of Pensions and 
Welfare Officer and Co-ordinator of events for Life and 
Veteran Members for 28 years – introducing luncheons 
to recognise Veteran service and renew friendships 
between those that served.

Ron was also known for his colossal contribution to the 
community and was awarded the Meritorious Service 
Medal for service to Veterans in 2004 – the same year  
he was awarded an Order of Australia Medal.

Ron will be remembered for his service to his country 
and community however, he will also be remembered 
as devoted husband to Marion, with whom he shared 60 
years of marriage and two loving children – Rohan and 
Haylee. Family life was the centre of Ron’s life, with his 
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren bringing 
him endless joy.  

Ron was a true gentleman, committed to high standards 
and genuine human connection. This was reflected in 
every relationship he enjoyed – especially those he came 
across through his association with the Castle Hill RSL 
sub-Branch and CHRG (Castle Hill RSL Group), with 
whom he held a membership at Castle Hill RSL Club for 
53 years and served as a Director for 46 years. 

His contribution and involvement in the 
growth and success of CHRG and its 
people, will be forever be remembered 
and respected. Ron was highly 
respected by everyone who had the 
pleasure of meeting his acquaintance.

His contribution and involvement in the growth and 
success of CHRG and its people, will be forever be 
remembered and respected. Ron was highly respected 
by everyone who had the pleasure of meeting  
his acquaintance.

Rotating Ron, after a full career, has returned his bedding 
for the last time. Fair winds and smooth seas – rest easy 
shipmate, we have the watch.
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WRIGHTS RD MEMORIAL STONE UPGRADE By Don Tait

The Late Ron Smith’s Memorial Rock on the War 
Memorial at the Centenary of ANZAC Reserve, Castle 
Hill was painted by Ron regularly. This Rock was 
consecrated with the Memorial in 2013. It had been 
relocated from the site at Arthur Whitling Park where the 
Castle Hill station is now located.

As the development of the Memorial progressed the 
Rock needed to be refurbished. I discussed in outline 
what could be done and Ron thought it was a good idea. 
So, Jim Wilson got involved and we got approval to 
spend about $6,500. 

A mural specialist painter was identified thanks to Mike 
Yeo’s contacts and the Slouch Hat, Sailors Hat and 
RAAF WW2 Beret were decided to be put on the Rock. 
After considerable debate the Rock colour was to be 
changed to silver.

The Rock is now completed and has become a tourist 
attraction. More importantly, it enhances the Memorial to 
look more like one than it did. 

I am biased but the Rock looks great.
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We hope these 
covers serve as a 
prompt to revisit 

some of the  
great content in  
previous issues.

ALL THE COPIES OF THE 
VETERAN SINCE DAY 1 

CAN BE ACCESSED ON THE 
CASTLE HILL RSL  

SUB-BRANCH WEBSITE.
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THE VETERAN MAGAZINE – END OF AN ERA
From the Editor, Mike Yeo

This is the final edition of the Veteran Magazine. 

In 2005 Barry Russ created a quarterly magazine for the 
Veteran members of Castle Hill RSL, numbering close to 
600 at that time.

Andrew Pursey continued on the role from June 2015 to 
Sept 2018 until ill health meant he had to hand it over.
to Brian Walters for a brief period until I took on the role, 
ably assisted by Chris Bennett, a genius of the lens. 

It was created to provide a regular source of information 
to all members, many of whom could not make the 
monthly meetings. It was always a mixture of current and 
historical content.

Some years back, the sub-Branch established Constant 
Contact as a means of digitally advising all members with 
an email, of anything they needed to know. The number 
of members that can be reached by email has steadily 
grown to where most are now reachable by this means. 
Less than 25% still need snail mail to reach them

We reduced The Veteran to a bi-annual edition which has 
become more of a journal with no time sensitive content. 
Now, most of that information is available in one form or 
another by digital means and instantly.

The number of total veteran members has reduced while 
the percentage reachable digitally has increased, making 
the continued printed magazine unsustainable and no 
longer value for money. This can be better directed to 
Veteran wellbeing.

In this final edition, we look back over the many years, 
many memories and the covers of past editions will 
trigger some memories. Some of our members have kept 
every edition from Day 1.

We hope the collection of covers will trigger an interest 
in past content, especially for the newer members. The 
back copies are all available on our sub-Branch website. 

SPECIAL THANKS
At this time, I would like to express my appreciation to all the past Editors  

and the many contributors for their articles and photos.

The photos came from Chris Bennett, Colin Swindells and Paul Sweatman from the Castle Hill RSL  
Photography Club, and their members, plus David O’Neill, Andy Abby and many others.

A special thanks goes to Chris Bennett, my Photographic Director (He wanted a bigger title) who has spent countless 
hours not only taking many photos but working on them to make them work for each edition. Thanks Mate!

Thanks also to John Hopwood with finding back issues and scanning the covers to make the compile.

Thanks to Alison from Benson Graphic Designs for making my draft into a professional edition  
and Daniel from Emerald Press for the printing of a first- rate publication.

Thanks to the Presidents and committee for their support during this time.
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A classic ANZAC Day photo with a young officer from 1/15 Royal New South Wales Lancers  
and a former CO of the Lancers.

Picture shows Lt Annalise Wilson with MAJGEN (rtd) Warren Glenny AO RFD ED  
at the 2021 Castle Hill RSL ANZAC breakfast
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“Lest We Forget”


