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The Executive and Committee of Castle Hill and District RSL sub-Branch wish  
all members and their families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at various events during 2017.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR WISHES



3

Christmas is only a few days away and 2017 will 
be upon us before we know it. 2016 has been an 
amazing year for the sub-Branch. The support that 
it has given to you and to many other veterans, ex-
service and serving personnel of all age groups and 
to the community of the Hills has been outstanding. 
The ceremonies and events that it has conducted 
have been very professionally presented and they 
have been well attended by you and by the  
general public.

In this report I will cover the following:

•  sub-Branch activities since the last Veteran,
•  a look ahead into 2017 up to the AGM in 

February, and 
•  finish with several important remarks.

On 24 September the sub-Branch hosted the Life 
Members Lunch at the Castle Hill RSL Club for the 
Far Western Metropolitan District Council and its 
sub-Branches. It was extremely well attended with 
most of our life members and partners attending. 
The company, food and service were excellent. All 
attendees enjoyed the lunch and hospitality.

The War Widows/Widowers Lunch was held on 25 
September at the Castle Hill RSL Club. It was well 
attended and the entertainment by the Highjacked 
Quartet was very enjoyable. Comments made at 
the lunch and afterwards indicated that everyone 
appreciated the lunch and the opportunity to catch-
up with old friends.

The Remembrance Sunday Service was held at 
the Balcombe Heights Estate Memorial. It is in 
one of the nicest settings imaginable and was 
attended by some 150 people. The four High 
School Ambassadors gave the address on the 
Battles of Fromelles and Pozières. At the end of the 
Service they were each presented with a book on 
Gallipoli and a letter of thanks from the sub-Branch 
members for being our 2016 Centenary of ANZAC 
Ambassadors. Following the Service a morning tea 
was provided by the Hills Shire Council.

The Remembrance Day Service was held at the 
Castle Hill RSL Club. It was well attended and well 
presented. Both sub-Branch members and Club 
staff assisted with its presentation. Phillip Bridie AM 
gave the address and Mike Yeo was the MC and 
organiser. Morning tea was provided in the Club.

PRESIDENT’S  
REPORT



4

The Australian War Memorial is an Australian icon 
and second to none in the world. For several years 
the sub-Branch has been supporting the Last Post 
Ceremony that is conducted at it on every day of the 
week and broadcast across Australia. 

On 22 November over fifty sub-Branch members 
went by coach to Canberra stopping at the Marulan 
Truck Stop for morning tea followed by lunch at the 
Poppy’s Restaurant at the Memorial before doing 
tours of it. On the return trip the group had dinner  
at Marulan. 

At the Last Post Ceremony Barry Pareezer, David 
Hand, Bill Strutton and Peter Westwood laid a 
wreath on behalf of the sub-Branch. 

The Memorial treated us as VIPs and everyone had 
a great day.

A big thanks to Brendan Nelson and his staff for 
making the day a very memorable one.

The Christmas lunch was held at the Castle Hill RSL 
Club on 27 December. 153 members with partners 
attended and it began with a bang with a group of 
actors playing the roles of the Fawlty Towers TV 
cast entertaining us.

It was amazing how many of the lunch attendees 
found themselves involved in the gig!

During the lunch Rob Shelberg from the RSL 
Photography Club was presented with a sub-Branch 
Certificate of Appreciation for the filming that he 
did during the Centenary of ANZAC and at several 
Dawn Services. Also presented with appreciation 
certificates were Barry Russ, Peter Westwood, 
Graham Handley and John Payne; recognising what 
they have done for us and the sub-Branch. The 
meal, service and company were great.

Hampers for War Widows/ Widowers were packed 
in late November and delivered in early December. 
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Well done and thanks to the ladies who bought the 
items and packed them. They were delivered by 
other sub-Branch members and I thank them for 
doing so.

After Christmas we have the Australia Day 
Flag Ceremonies at Castle Hill Cemetery and 
Castlebrook Memorial Park. The ceremony at 
the Cemetery commences at 6 am and David 
Cronan looks after this activity. The details of the 
Castlebrook Ceremony are covered elsewhere in 
The Veteran; however, it commences at 7 am and 
Mike Yeo is the principal organiser. I look forward to 
catching-up with you at either one or both activities. 
These ceremonies are all about remembering old 
mates and colleagues. “Lest we forget”. 

Following the Flag ceremonies the selection 
process for the 2017 Centenary of ANZAC High 
School Ambassadors will commence. The selection 
panel comprises Dr Michelle Byrne and Bev Jordan. 
After selection the Ambassadors will receive formal 
public speaking training from Gareth McCray who 
is a leading radio announcer in Sydney. Bryan 
Mullan who is a great supporter of the sub-Branch 
has the running with the Ambassador project and 
does an extraordinary job with the young people 
who present themselves for selection. Thank you 
Michelle, Bev, Bryan and Gareth.

The sub-Branch AGM is on Monday 13 February 
at the Castle Hill RSL Club. Details on it will be 
provided closer to the date.

So much for what has happened in the latter half 
of 2016 and what will occur in early 2017. With 
Christmas nearly with us I have a few things that I 
would like to say and they follow.

I thank all members for their support to the 
Executive and Committee (E&C) during 2016. 
Without your support the sub-Branch would not 
function and it functions extremely well. On behalf 
of all E&C members I thank you for this support; it is 
greatly appreciated.

To all E&C members I thank you for your support and 
advice to me during 2016. I can assure you that what 
you have done for me is very much appreciated.

Noreen and I hope that all members of the sub-
Branch and your partners have an enjoyable 
Christmas with your families and friends, and that 
2017 is a great year for you. We look forward to 
catching up with you all in the New Year.

Don Tait OAM

So, as we come to the end of 2016, wasn’t it a great 
year, and as we look back on what has happened 
over the past 12 months we as a sub-Branch can be 
extremely proud of what has been achieved during 
this year. 

We, however, must not rest on our laurels as 2017 
brings us to a time where we must continue to build 
on what we have achieved in the past. As part 
of this we need to begin our preparations for the 
Centenary Commemorations of the end of WW1 in 
1918. We also need to take account of many other 
Commemorations of significance during 2017 and 
beyond by continuing our good work.

We as a sub-Branch of the Returned & Services 
League of NSW must try to ensure that Veterans 
and their families from Castle Hill & District receive 
our fullest support by continuing/bettering our efforts 
in helping them, as we have in previous years. 

With membership staying pretty constant at the 
moment, this may not be the case over the next few 
years as some of our Veterans from all campaigns 
are up into their 70s, 80s, and 90s. In order to 
maintain our Membership numbers we will need to 
put a lot more effort into our Recruiting programs. 
At the present time our current 2016 Membership 
stands at/or around the 550 active members mark. 
All sub-Branch Members should have received, 
by post, their 2017 RSL Membership Card plus a 
brochure on benefits for sub-Branch Members. If 
you have not received these please email or phone 
me or Peter Westwood.

In the President’s Report, I am sure that Don will 
cover many other aspects for 2016 up until now and 
also upcoming events for next year and beyond. 

As one of the Far Western Metropolitan District 
Council (FWMDC) delegates for the sub-Branch I 
must say it was extremely pleasing to see the larger 

SECRETARY’S  
REPORT
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than usual attendance at the Life Members Lunch in 
September, particularly the number of partners who 
attended this annual event, which is held at one of 
the sub-Branches from FWMDC.

I would like to personally congratulate Barry 
Pareezer on the most recent events; the trip to the 
Australian War Memorial

and the sub-Branch Christmas Lunch. 

For those of you who missed out on attending 
these events, for whatever reason, I really feel sorry 
for you, but there are always Social Events and 
Commemorations up-coming for the following years. 

Remembrance Day was also a success with good 
attendance and support from the community by 
purchasing a Poppy, a variety of Badges, a Pen, or 
two different small Silk Embroidered Postcards ($20 
each) limited number available.

I particularly like the Purple Poppy ($5 each) which 
is in recognition of those animals who have served 
along with our veterans during various campaigns. 
There are still a limited number available, if you 
want one please contact me by email. If not I will 
keep them until next year.

We should also take time to remember those 
Veterans and/or loved ones of Veterans who have 
passed during 2016.

“Lest We Forget”

To all sub-Branch Members, have a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year, and may Santa 
bring you what you have wished for. Also, have a 
great break and see you next year.

Graham E Handley MBA 
Honorary Secretary

Members would be aware from regular reports at 
General Meetings, that their sub-Branch provides 
funds to support many projects throughout the year 
in accord with strict guidelines laid down by RSL 
State Branch.

Additionally, to comply with ATO regulations 
applying to charitable organisations, your sub-
Branch must donate 40% of its Net Income to 
approved military-related organisations under a 
predetermined Tier System.

In the current calendar year 47 grants were 
approved for an estimated annual total of $101,000.

This support towards military-related activities is 
another example of the positive role your sub-
Branch performs in our community.

I would like to thank the members of the Grants 
Committee, Peter Westwood and Eva Want as well 
as the Executive and Members for their support 
during the year.

Phill Evenden 
Chairman – Grants Committee

GRANTS COMMITTEE – Phill Evenden 
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With the year-end fast approaching it is time to 
review the performance of the Gym Group at the 
conclusion of our 13th year.

Numbers have remained fairly static at around 
32 with applications from an additional three 
pending.  In addition to those numbers we have 
three members on the really sick list and we look 
forward to their health being restored and them re-
joining our group for fun and games on Monday and 
Thursday afternoons.

Absences have also occurred on a regular basis 
from either individual or family illness or from those 
emulating the grey nomads and heading off into the 
sunset to enjoy their retirement.

The year could not be allowed to pass without 
reference to the glue that holds us all together and I 
refer to Alma Weber, our instructress.  Alma keeps a 
studied eye over our activities and generally retains 
control.  A special THANKS goes out to her for her 

ongoing support for all the teams.

I also wish to express my appreciation to all the 
members who are part of the group, not only for the 
support they give to me during the year, but to those 
who donate their time so generously to the sub-
Branch. The Gym Group is the backbone of many of 
the sub-Branches activities. Thank You.

We have vacancies for anyone wishing to join us 
for fun and fitness. Classes start at 1.30pm for one 
hour on Mondays and Thursdays.  Give me a call if 
you wish to find out more about our classes.

I wish all the members a Safe and Happy Christmas 
and a new year filled with Health and Happiness.

Phill Evenden 
Gym Coordinator 

0413 715 622

HEARTMOVES GYM GROUP

The annual Cancer Council fundraising relay in the 
Hills district will be conducted over the weekend of 
20 – 21 May 2017 at the Castle Hill Showground.

Once again your sub-Branch proposes to enter at 
least 3 teams of 15 members in the event and I 
would like to encourage ALL our members and their 
families and friends to participate in the walk and 
raise funds for the fight against Cancer.

There is no obligation to walk any pre-set distance, 
you can walk 10 metres or 100 laps. It is your call 
and there is no time limit for your involvement – it is 
not a race!

The Saturday is a fun day with performances on the 
main stage, stalls placed all around the track and 
fun events in which you are welcome to participate  
if the mood takes you.

Entry can be done on line at www.relayforlife.org.au

Go to Event – Hills 2017

Enter Team:

•  Veteran RSL Supporters,   

•  Veteran RSL Participants   

or if you are a cancer survivor,

•  Veteran RSL Survivors.

And follow the prompts.

If you register early you get a discount on your  
entry fee.

Phill Evenden 
Relay Coordinato

HILLS 2017 – RELAY FOR LIFE – Phill Evenden 
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We are coming to the end of another year at Day 
Club. For our Christmas Party on 5 December we 
were entertained by the Village Singers and had a 
wonderful traditional Christmas lunch thanks to our 
great volunteers in the kitchen.

In October during the DVA Health week we had a 
presentation from COTA (Council on the Ageing) 
talking to us on “Controlling my own life”. 

For our raffle in November we raised $142.00, 
and then we held our Melbourne Cup sweep and 
enjoyed a lunch at the Castle Tavern.

November is a busy month and we held a 
Remembrance Day service led by Chas Naylor on  
7 November. 

We had a talk on Bowel Cancer one week and followed 
the next week by a visit from the Kindergarten Singers 
– the children at the Wesley Kindergarten below 
where our Club meets in the Wesley Uniting Church in 
Showground Road, Castle Hill.

We welcome any visitors or new members to join  
us on a Monday from 10am to 2pm. Transport can 
be provided. 

We have a program of gentle exercises, quizzes, 
singing and many card and board games. 

The cost is $6.00 and we provide morning tea and a 
2-course lunch.

We recommence on Monday 30 January after a 
New Year break and meet every Monday except on 
Public Holidays. 

Further information about the Club can be obtained 
from Bill Driver on 0413 455 526 or myself, Jenny 
Kington, on 0420 440 095.

Jenny Kington – Day Club Coordinator

DAY CLUB

2016 has been a great year for our social outings 
and lunches which have been well supported.  

Our Christmas event filled the Phoenix Room, 
with over 150 members and guests enjoying each 
other’s company over a traditional three course 
Christmas lunch with some great entertainment.

I’m currently working on our outings for 2017 which 
I hope will include lunch on Sydney Harbour early 
in the year, a Christmas in July lunch and one 
overnight trip to the northern part of the Central 

Coast later in the year. Dates and details will be 
promulgated in due course.  

Our formal lunches for 2017 will be as follows; 
•  Sunday 9 April – Anzac Sunday Lunch
•  Sunday 25 June – Mid Year Commemorative Lunch 
•  Sunday 24 September – War Widow/ers Lunch 
•  Sunday 26 November – Christmas Lunch

A reminder that we will be running a tour to Europe 
to visit the battlefields of the Western Front in 2018. 
A highlight will be attending the 100th anniversary 
commemorative service of the battle of Villers-
Bretonneux at dawn on Anzac Day. Included in 
this tour will be sufficient time in Paris to visit some 
amazing sites. It will be possible to extend the tour. 
Details are available at sub-Branch general meetings 
and on our webpage – www.chrslsubbranch.org.au.

I’d like to join all other members of your Committee 
in wishing you and your family all the very best for 
Christmas as well as good health and happiness 
during 2017.

Barry Pareezer 
Social Secretary

SOCIAL SECRETARY
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2016
This year’s Remembrance Day Service was held in the entrance arch of Castle Hill RSL Club. There 
was a good turnout of Members, including some younger Veterans. The event was also attended 
by Alex Hawke (Federal Member for Mitchell), Ray Williams (State Member for Castle Hill), Yvonne 
Keane (The Hills Shire Council Mayor) and Major-General (Retd) Warren Glenny (President of Castle 
Hill RSL Group).
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2016
The Remembrance Day Address was given by sub-Branch Member Brigadier Phillip Bridie AM:

“We gather here today, this 11th hour, of the 11th day 
of the 11th month, 98 years after silence blossomed, 
like the poppies we wear, over the fields of France. 
The catalyst for this is remembrance of those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice in that “great” war, 
long distant in both time and place. However, the 
guns are never silent for long …. Would it be so …. 
They have continued since that day necessitating 
the sacrifice of many more.

This morning, as we commemorate the many 
sacrifices made on our behalf over the past century 
and beyond, I would ask you to also reflect on 
the ongoing contributions of our Defence Force. 
As I speak, more than 2,350 Australian Defence 
personnel are deployed on ten different operations, 
continuing the ANZAC spirit whilst serving 

Australia’s national interests at home and in many 
countries around the world.

These operations are dangerous and our soldiers, 
sailors and airmen and women are putting their 
lives on the line every day as sadly evidenced by 
the 41 Australian soldiers who have been killed 
during operations in Afghanistan this past decade 
and a half, and the 22 who have died in ten various 
operations across the globe since the Vietnam War. 
As we commemorate half a century since the Battle 
of Long Tan, we also remember the 547 who died in 
Vietnam, Malaya, Thailand, Indonesia and Irian Jaya.

The scale of the sacrifice is staggering in its 
enormity – in all some 102,824 Australian men 
and women have made the supreme sacrifice in 
the service of our nation’s Defence Forces since 
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the Sudan in 1885 - in conflict, peacekeeping or 
humanitarian action, on every continent, in every 
ocean and in every sky of the world. A greater 
number have been wounded and injured in body 
and mind in the course of their duties. To put that 
in perspective, if you spent a paltry five minutes 
researching and thinking about each one and spent 
all the time of your working week at this solemn task, 
it would take you some four years & 11 months. 

But numbers alone cannot adequately chronicle this 
nation’s sacrifice. For each of the fallen had a family 
and friends whose lives were enriched by their love 
and diminished by their loss. Each added to the life 
of a city suburb or country town. Each worked before 
enlistment, as a teacher, farmer, labourer, nurse, 
doctor, clerk, manager, professional serviceperson 
or one of countless other occupations which add to 
the prosperity and the richness of a nation.

Thus in these moments, this hour, this day, in these 
two minutes of silence, we dedicate ourselves to 
our dead. Australians, whose passing into the silent 
land, we will honour by ourselves becoming silent:
•  An echo of the eerie stillness which becalmed 

their battlefields
•  An echo of the homes made silent when they did 

not return
On this day of the year, it is time to renew our pledge 
to them. For most of us, not the pledge made by past 
generations to remember a loved one lost to war but 
a promise to remember all who have been lost and 
to give thanks for their valiant service in defence 
of our freedom and to demonstrate the value we 
place in those freedoms so selflessly forged. Our 
independent nationhood, which gives us freedom to 
think, to move, to speak, to worship, to have a say 
in the election of governments, to be afforded the 
proper privileges of our legal system, to raise and 
care for a family and to educate our children.

I know that in schools and in workplaces, in cities 
and in the bush, Australians are pausing to reflect, 
just for a moment, and consider what was lost to 
us and to recognise what was granted to us by the 
exercise of such personal moral courage by each 
and all of those who served and died.

There’s an ancient saying: “heroes have the whole 
world for their tomb and in lands far from their own.” 
Of all the nations on Earth, surely this is most true 
of our Australia. 

And yet, although denied the full span of human 
existence, who can doubt their achievement. These 
were Australians whose lives were lived in deeds, 
not years; in sacrifice, not heartbeats in service; not 
the turned pages of a calendar.

These men and women have given us a legacy on 
which to build the future. Gifts of determination, of 
compassion and self-confidence, but most of all,  
of service.

A spirit born on the cliffs of Gallipoli, then matured 
in the mud of the Western Front, in jungles and in 
deserts, and in desperate struggles on the seas  
and in the sky. A spirit which draws Australians 
together in time of need. A spirit which may seem 
to slumber but arises to draw new breath when 
needed, amid ash-filled skies, flooded ground or the 
rubble of a disaster.

Their story, the legacy of all Australians who have 
died or suffered in war, conflict and disaster, has 
been passed to each one of us. It is the birthright of 
every child born into Australia, the gift of welcome 
extended to all who settle in this land of ours.

By today’s act of remembrance, we cherish and 
nurture this possession, their most precious gift. 
We prove an understanding both of its value and its 
cost. We build a bridge across time.

In 1927, at the dedication of the Menin Gate 
memorial to the missing at Ypres, Belgium, Field 
Marshal Plumer, in declaring it opened, spoke these 
words which should echo through the decades: “He 
is not missing. He is here.” 

Today, by recognising both what has been lost to us 
and what has been gained, by remembering their 
sacrifice, we declare, of all our fallen: “They are not 
missing. They are here” in our hearts, thoughts and 
ongoing deeds.

“Lest We Forget”

The body of this was based on Prime Minister John Howard’s 1997 Remembrance Day speech to be 
found at: http://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/howard.asp
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2016
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 2016
On 22 November a group of 50 sub-Branch Members undertook a 1-day coach trip to AWM in 
Canberra. The trip was organised (superbly) by Barry Pareezer, whilst Brendan Nelson and his team 
at AWM made us most welcome.

You know it is going to be a well-run trip when you 
get your name checked-off and are then handed a 
bottle of chilled water for the coach trip. 

Morning tea was taken at Marulan Truck Stop, 
where there was a huge array of muffins, scones, 
slices, biscuits, etc. Then on to Canberra where we 
enjoyed lunch in Poppy’s at AWM – with individual 
orders phoned ahead by Barry (did I mention 
organisation).

After lunch we split into two groups with assigned 
tour guides for conducted tours of the Memorial.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 2016
The most solemn part of the day’s proceedings was the Last Post Ceremony.  Sub-Branch Members 
lined up alongside the Pool of Remembrance, whilst Barry Pareezer, David Hand, Bill Strutton and 
Peter Westwood laid the first wreath.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 2016
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2016
Held on Sunday 27 November in the Phoenix Room at Castle Hill RSL.

Organised by Barry Pareezer (give that man a well-deserved glass of red).
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This year will be the 63rd year since the Armistice 
for the Korean conflict was signed.

The Korean War, the forgotten war, has long been 
overdue in recognition. The sad thing is that there 
are not many Korean War veterans left amongst our 
midst.  As a mark of respect and honouring those 
that served in that conflict, I have asked that the 
following article be published in The Veteran.

The Korean War will always have a mark on myself 
personally. Though not yet born during the conflict, 
I am constantly reminded just how close we came 

to becoming North Korean by my grandparents and 
my mother.  

I am never forgetful and forever grateful to the men 
that fought during this conflict. They came from afar 
leaving the peace and comfort of home to fight for 
freedom to which I owe a lifetime of debt that can 
never be repaid.  

I am forever in their debt.

Mike Lee

KOREAN WAR – Mike Lee

Mrs Olwyn Green OAM is the widow of Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Hercules Green DSO and Silver 
Star (United States) who died of wounds during the 
1950-1953 Korean War. Mrs Green commissioned 
the Quilt to honour all Australian servicemen 
who lost their lives defending the freedom of the 
Republic of Korea during that conflict. 

In Mrs Green’s own words, she intended the Korean 
War Honour Roll Quilt to “tell a story, and to honour 
those who made the supreme sacrifice, especially in 
a critical time in the Korean War.”  

The Quilt was designed by Australian textile artist 
Meredith Rowe and the hand-dyed fabric and thread 
was inspired by Korean Buddhism. It was hand-
stitched, over a period of at least 200 hours, by the 
‘Sit and Sew’ group in rural Coleraine, Victoria. 

There is a legal framework surrounding the Korean 
War Honour Roll Quilt, protecting the ownership 
and the designer’s Intellectual Property. The quilters 
have asked only that their role in its creation and 
development be acknowledged.

KOREAN WAR HONOUR ROLL QUILT: 
NOW ON DISPLAY AT THE UNITED NATIONS MEMORIAL CEMETERY KOREA
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As the photograph shows, the Quilt has three 
sections: an upper part that features the topography 
of Gapyeong (Kapyong), site of one of the most 
important battles for Australian soldiers during the 
Korean War. Its middle portion contains some of 
the notes of the Last Post. Its lower part records the 
names of the 340 Australian men who died during 
the Korean War. 

Dr Alexander Norman, grandson of Lt-Col Green 
and Mrs Green says: 

“The Quilt has always struck me as a symbol of 
sacrifice, both in the obvious sense that it details 
the names of the dead but also because of the less 
obvious sacrifice of time given by the quilt designer 
and the quilters. 

The metaphor of the thread is itself a particularly 
poignant one, given the socio-political ties between 
Australia and Korea that have developed over the 
past sixty years. The thread ties memory to practice 
and in particular it ties the sacrifices of those dead 
and alive to the place and to the people it creates 
and who create it. 

This is what makes the topographic dimension 
of the Quilt so important; it is not only about 
remembering people who have been lost but also 
about remembering places that continue.”

The Quilt was launched in Grafton NSW on 27 July 
2003, timed to coincide with the 50th anniversary of 

the Korean War Armistice. Since then this beautiful 
object has been displayed at a number of locations 
in Australia: the Australian War Memorial, the Shrine 
of Remembrance in Victoria, and the Army Infantry 
Museum at Lone Pine Barracks, Singleton. 

The Quilt has now travelled to the Republic of 
Korea. Its first exhibition in that country, at the 
United Nations Memorial Cemetery Korea in Busan, 
opened on 25 October 2016. The cemetery, where 
rest the dead of the 16 countries that made up 
the UN force in the Korean War, is an appropriate 
place for the Korean War Honour Roll Quilt that 
acknowledges the Australian contingent who lost 
their lives. Here the quilt will speak to the world in a 
memorable, artistic way of service and sacrifice. 

Mrs Green would like to acknowledge and thank 
certain Koreans and Australians instrumental in the 
Quilt’s move to the Republic of Korea, especially 
those of the Embassy of Korea in Australia, the 
Embassy of Australia in Seoul, the UNMCK at 
Busan, and those who created the wonderful 
display case for the Quilt. 

Mrs Green would like in particular to thank Koreans 
(in Korea and in Australia) for expressing their 
gratitude for Australia’s war support, by on-going 
commemorative events, not only in Australia but in 
Korea too. 

Korea’s ultimate gesture is to open its arms to the 
Korean War Honour Roll Quilt. 

The June 2016 edition of The Veteran included 
two articles on the Boer War and a mention of the 
proposed Memorial being built in Canberra. 

Members of the sub-Branch will be interested to 
read that the Memorial is on schedule and due to be 
opened in May 2017. 

This is exciting news particularly for the various 
committees and associations involved in process of 
its design, fund raising and construction.

For those not familiar with the history, the Memorial 
was allocated a position on Anzac Avenue in 
Canberra in recent years – the premier boulevard of 
remembrance in the nation. 

It is actually a short walk from the Australian War 
Memorial (which the Castle Hill sub-Branch has 
just visited) and the location for some major annual 
military services.

The main elements of its design are four mounted 
horsemen in bronze, representing the majority of 
the volunteer forces that served in Australia’s first 

overseas war as a Federation. The other important 
element is the site itself and the works required to 
convert it to a Memorial.

At this stage, two of the bronze horsemen are 
completed and a third is about to go to the foundry; 
the fourth is in the advanced modelling stage. 

As to the site works, the planning is well  
advanced and on schedule to be completed in time 
for the opening. 

While all this sounds a bit rushed, the progress is 
typical for such a major commemoration project. 

NATIONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL UPDATE – Brian Walters 
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The photograph shows the third horseman as a full-
size clay model – actually 150% life-size.

Some more details are on the very informative 
official website www.bwm.org.au. Also, tax-
deductible donations can still be made on the same 
website – follow the link to “Donate”. 

More news about the opening ceremony will 
be available closer to the date but this will be a 
spectacular monument when it is finally completed 
for the nation to see and enjoy.

(Author’s Note: Thanks must go to the National 
Boer War Association, Victoria Barracks, 
Paddington, for the use of their most recent article 
on progress of the Memorial.) 

Brian Walters

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2016
On the evening of Remembrance Day the NSW State Government arranged for the sails of the 
Opera House to be illuminated with a slowly changing projection of poppies. This display will be 
repeated in future years, budget permitting.



20

Graeme has provided an outline of the procedures 
used in respect of the preparation of claims and 
related matters. 

WAR WIDOWS (WIDOWERS) PENSION  
– AN OVERVIEW

Does my new wife qualify for a WWP when I 
pass away?
Over recent months I have had the following 
question posed to me on at least three occasions 
- “I have previously been married and I believe 
that my new wife will not be eligible to apply for 
a War Widows Pension (WWP), and the Gold 
Card that goes with it, on my death”?

The answer is that the new wife will certainly be 
eligible to apply for a WWP – albeit that such 
application will need to meet the criteria for the 
application to be successful! (Whilst widows and 
widowers are able to apply for a WWP, I have 
structured the comments that follow as if it is the 
wife of a Veteran to whom the comments apply –  
for ease of grammar.)

Automatic Eligibility for WWP
WWPs are automatic where the Veteran was 
receiving a Disability Pension at the Special Rate 
(TPI) or Extreme Disability Adjustment Rate (EDA) 
or the Temporary Totally Incapacitated Rate (TTI) or 
the Intermediate Rate or an allowance under VEA 
for double amputees or was a Prisoner of War. The 
WWP is not subject to an assets or income test and 
is not taxable. It is counted though for the Income 
Support Supplement.

Relationship Requirements
The widow:

•  needs to be a dependant of the Veteran
•  legally married at time of Veteran’s death (but 

can be separated due to relationship breakdown)
•  cannot remarry prior to being granted a WWP
•  cannot be divorced at time of Veteran’s death
•  partner of the Veteran, subject to conditions, 

immediately prior to the Veteran’s death. 
(Conditions must be – of the opposite sex and in 
a marriage-like relationship as defined by DVA.)

It is not widely known that more than one dependant 
may claim in respect of a Veteran’s death eg a de-
facto wife and a non-illness separated spouse – I 
am aware of a claim under these circumstances 
being currently progressed by DVA.

Note: Divorce precludes the former partner from 
claiming in respect of a Veteran’s death.

Proving a Claim
Whilst the widow/partner is eligible to apply it is not 
automatic that she will receive a WWP and the Gold 
Card that goes with it. When a Veteran who has 
active/eligible service passes away his spouse can 
apply for the WWP however it will be necessary for 
whoever is assisting the partner with the preparation 
of the application to be able to relate at least one 
of the causes of death recorded on the Veteran’s 
death certificate to his eligible service.

Through DVA the Repatriation Medical Authority 
(RMA) has made available Statements of Principle 
(SoPs) covering a large number of the possible 
causes of death with cancer and heart issues being 
the most prevalent. Within each SoP there can be 
from one to many, depending on the cause of death 
concerned, factors at least one of which must be 
able to be fully related back to eligible service. The 
RMA publishes two versions of each SoP – one 
which covers active service based on ‘Reasonable 
Hypothesis” and another which covers eligible 
service based on ‘Balance of Probabilities’. An 
example is the SoP for Ischaemic Heart Disease 
(a frequently used one) where SoP No 1 of 2016 
covers ‘Reasonable Hypothesis’ with SoP no 2 
of 2016 covering ‘Balance of Probabilities’. The 
factors in the ‘Balance of Probabilities’ SoPs are 
generally more stringent than with the ‘Reasonable 
Hypothesis’ SoPs.

When endeavouring to relate one of the causes 
of death on the Death Certificate back to service 
under the relevant SoP it is often necessary to think 
‘outside the square’ when developing a case. Where 
smoking is say a factor it is generally necessary to 
establish that smoking was occasioned by service 
(ie not a smoker prior to service), that a certain 
number of pack years is evident (a pack year is 
7300 cigarettes – being based on a pack of 20 
cigarettes per day for 365 days - there are pertinent 
figures for cigars and pipe tobacco as well), there 
was consumption over a certain number of years, 
amounts smoked, changes in smoking habits over 
time, if smoking ceased and why etc.. DVA has a 
questionnaire covering smoking which needs to 
accompany the WWP application. At times it may 
be necessary, if available, to have say photographic 
evidence of the Veteran actually smoking. 

A similar DVA questionnaire exists in respect of 
Alcohol Consumption.

Proof of Identity
The applicant needs to provide Proof of Identity to 
the DVA when submitting the WWP claim if there 
has been no previous contact with DVA, eg receipt 
of a Service Pension. The person assisting with 

PENSIONS
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the claim will have a listing of documents needed 
however a typical example is - current Australian 
passport or full Australian birth certificate plus 
two from the following - Australian driver’s licence/
Medicare card/credit or bank card/Australian 
marriage certificate. (This list is not all inclusive). 
If one of the listed documents does not record 
the applicant’s home address, it will be necessary 
to provide a utilities notice or similar with the 
applicant’s name and address shown thereon. 

Anecdotal Summary
An example to highlight that the answer to the 
question posed at the opening of this report is a 
definite YES!

I have been assisting widows with WWP 
applications for a decade or more now and there is 
one situation that I will use to confirm that a ‘new’ 
wife is definitely eligible to apply for a WWP. A few 
years ago at a Retirement Village (not in the Castle 

Hill RSL sub-Branch area) a Veteran lost his wife. 
He was very popular in the village and I guess 
some of the widows believed there could be an 
opportunity for them! A few months later he went 
overseas and came back to the Village with a new 
and quite young wife. Eighteen months or so later 
the Veteran passed away (heart) and I was called 
upon to help with the WWP application for his widow 
– and due to smoking being a definite factor she 
easily gained the WWP and of course the valued 
Gold Card that goes with it. This caused very great 
concern within the Village especially as there were 
many widows who had applied for a WWP and had 
had their applications rejected.

My contact details for copies of documents as 
mentioned above are phone 9686 3119, mobile 
0427 201 541 or email  
Pensions@chrslsubbranch.org.au

Graeme Banks OAM 
Pensions Officer

Once again the sub-Branch will be planting 
Australian flags on the morning of Australia 
Day at Castlebrook Memorial Park. For the 
information of newer members; this activity 
has been going on for 10 years and involves 
the placement of Australian flags on all graves 
marked with a Veteran’s plaque.

Please arrive by 0645hrs ready for formal 
proceedings to commence at 0700hrs.

Please wear walking shoes and bring weather 
protection (hopefully, sun screen and a sun hat).

You will be assigned to small groups under the 
control of a team leader who will take you to 
a designated area. If possible, please bring a 
small screwdriver to facilitate planting flags in the 
ground.

The Management of Castlebrook Memorial Park 
will provide a coffee cart and a BBQ breakfast 
once the main activities have been completed.

This will be the sub-Branch’s first activity of 2017, 
so please make every effort to attend.

Mike Yeo

AUSTRALIA DAY 2017 FLAG PLANTING ARRANGEMENTS
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Some of the volunteers who helped at Castle Hill RSL Club on Remembrance Day:

VOLUNTEERS
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The volunteers who packed the Widows and Widowers Christmas hampers:

VOLUNTEERS
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From the Editor

Thanks to our regular contributors, and, special 
thanks to Phillip Bridie, Mike Lee and Brian Walters 
for their varied and interesting inputs. 

Thanks also to Shauna Tutte (Office of Alex Hawke) 
and Colin Swindells for their photos. 

I’ve had a bit of ribbing from some people about me 
not appearing in photographs, so here goes:

With that mug you now know why I’m better  
hidden behind my camera; blame Colin – he took 
both photos!

Colin (another Brit I’m pleased to say and recently 
joined sub-Branch Member) has provided plenty of 
photos (not just those above) from both the AWM 
trip and the Christmas lunch. 

It was really great to be able to make the AWM trip 
and also for me and Judith to attend the Christmas 
Lunch. I stand in awe of Barry’s organising skills; 
both events were brilliant and thoroughly enjoyed by 
everybody that I spoke to on (and after) both days. I 
think he will be the ultimate Chef de Mission for the 
sub-Branch European trip in 2018.

If you have any reports or photos that you would 
like to send me, I’ll be happy to include them in the 
March or later issues. 

Please use my sub-Branch email address editor@
chrslsubbranch.org.au to send me reports, or, call 
me on 0407 922 693 to discuss prior to submission.

I can’t always get to every event, so if you have 
a camera with you please take some photos (jpg 
format, please) that can be used in The Veteran.

The first General Meeting of 2017 will take place on 
Monday 13 February. This will also now be the date 
of the sub-Branch AGM; please make every effort 
to attend. I’ll include a report from the AGM in the 
March issue of The Veteran.Let me close by wishing 
you and yours:

•  a happy and enjoyable Christmas,
•  safe driving over the holiday period,
•  and all the best for 2017.

Andrew Pursey

There have been a couple of instances lately 
where Gold Card holders have been hospitalised 
and, on discharge, have been asked to pay a 
portion of the hospital’s charge for their stay.

In each instance the Gold Card holder had 
nominated that they wanted a private room. 
It should be noted that a private room is only 
paid for by DVA ‘if a private room is clinically 
necessary and available’!

If the person indicates that they wish to have a 
private room, then they are required to cover the 
cost difference between a shared ward and a 
private room.

It will be wise to check with the hospital, or for 
that matter prior to receiving any major health 
treatment, that the hospital/treating physician 
accepts the Gold Card for payment, and, if there 
are any additional extra costs imposed by the 
hospital/treating physician.

Also, enquiries should be made to ascertain if 
non-medical items such as phone/TV/newspapers 
etc costs are covered by the Gold Card.

Graeme Banks 
Pensions Officer

GOLD CARD ACCESS TO HOSPITAL SERVICES – IMPORTANT

WEBSITE: www.chrslsubbranch.org.au                        FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/ch.subbranch


