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A very busy couple of months since our last edition 
with the ANZAC Commemoration activities, NSW 
State Congress and State RSL matters, and other 
sub-Branch events.

On Wednesday 28 March 2018 the Honourable 
David Elliott MP, Member for Baulkham Hills, Minister 
for Counter Terrorism, Corrections, and Veterans 
Affairs, and one of our sub-Branch members, 
hosted a “Gold Class” experience of the film “Twelve 
Strong” at Castle Towers. The film was based on 
the book “Horse Soldiers” by Doug Stanton, which 
tells the story of the first US Special Forces and 
CIA operatives into Afghanistan in the immediate 
aftermath of the September 11 attacks. A total of 30 
of our members and partners enjoyed a wonderful 
night’s entertainment with plentiful food, good 
company and an excellent, and deafening, film. 

Many thanks to David and his trusty assistant, Alice, 
for making it all happen.

As you are all aware, the Invictus Games is coming 
to Sydney in October and the sub-Branch is and 
has been a strong supporter of this important 
event. After many months working through the 
detail with Defence and the State Branch, the sub-

Branch was finally able to make our long-awaited 
donation of $25,000 in support of the Australian 
veteran competitors to be used, as required, 
in their selection, training, and competing in the 
Games and to assist their families attend to support 
them. The donation is made via RSL LifeCare 
who are coordinating the support to NSW veteran 
competitors on behalf of the State Branch. The 
sub-Branch previously made a $10,000 donation 
to the Australian International Military Games 
Limited (AIMG), who organise and run the Games. 
Additionally, under the guiding hand of Cheryl Hill, 
the ladies of the sub-Branch, wives of members 
and family members of sub-Branch members 
are making some 50 Australian themed laundry / 
tote bags to help the RSL NSW Auxiliary who are 
making a total of 550 bags for members of the 
visiting teams for the Invictus Games which are to 
be formally handed over to Pauline James of the 
RSL Auxiliary (formerly the RSL Women’s Auxiliary) 
at our next GM, Monday 9 July, in the presence 
Minister Elliott.  

We also filled a table of ten, with associated 
donation, and attended the Invictus Games “Make 
Your Mark” breakfast held at the RSL Club on Friday 
15 June. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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An excellent function run by the RSL Club for a good 
cause. Many highlights including a moving speech 
by Curtis McGrath, OAM Paralympic Gold Medallist 
and 2018 Invictus Games Sydney Ambassador, who 
was a combat engineer who lost both his legs in 
Afghanistan in 2012. There was also an interesting 
panel discussion with Ed Jenkins (a Rugby Sevens 
champion), Adrian Talbot (Executive Manager, Homes 
for Heroes) and Brigadier Pat Kidd, CBE (Chief 
Executive Officer Invictus Games Sydney 2018) 
and confident speeches by some of our local youth, 
including Olivia Christie, daughter of Annemarie and 
Ben (a sub-Branch member). I was able to formally 
announce that the sub-Branch was donating an 
additional $20,000 to AIMG taking our total financial 
donations to the Invictus Games to $55,500. 

That day the Australian Invictus Games Team of 72 
was announced on the steps of the Opera House; 
and that evening, Dee and I had the privilege of 
attending the Australian Invictus Games Team 
Announcement Dinner at the RSL LifeCare “Home 
for Veterans” in Narrabeen. 

I had the opportunity to say a few words on 
behalf of our sub-Branch and introduce the Sitting 
Volleyball and Swimming teams and can advise that 
our sub-Branch support was mentioned a few times 
and is much appreciated. 

We had an opportunity to talk to team members and 
support staff – most inspirational. 

Barry Pareezer and I are working on an opportunity 
to visit the Australian Team in training at the 
Narrabeen Sports Centre combined with a visit 
to “Homes for Heroes” and “Home for Veterans” 
excellent museum at Narrabeen RSL LifeCare 
Retirement village. We are working with the Club, 
RSL LifeCare and AIMG to work out what other 
ways we may be of assistance to the Games – 
more to follow.  

Our ANZAC Commemoration activities were blessed 
by three magnificent speakers; Dr Brendan Nelson 
AO, Director of the Australian War Memorial, at the 
Sunday Service, Colonel Robert Lording, Deputy 
Commander 8 Brigade, at the ANZAC Sunday Lunch, 
and Brigadier Susan Coyle CSC DSM, Commander 6 
Brigade, for the ANZAC Dawn Service. Each provided 
very different approaches to the subject of ANZAC 
and commemoration, but all were very moving and 
much appreciated by their respective audiences. 
I have had many people comment on the quality 
of their orations and each of their speeches are 
presented in this edition of The Veteran. 

The ANZAC Sunday Service on 22 April included a 
vehicle display including the Vietnam Bus (NAMBUS),

the World War 2 heritage Matilda tank, ACE, from 
the Lancers Association, 
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and jeeps from The Military Vehicles Association.

Many of our audience took the opportunities to look 
over the displays and they added another interesting 
dimension to our Sunday service activity. In the 
year of the Australian Invictus Games, we added 
the poignant “Invictus Poem” which was wonderfully 
read by Cadet Sergeant Clarissa Lu. A short notice 
addition was the “Soul of Australia” poem delivered in 
the heartrending deep tones of Kamahl. 

Once again, our Senior School ANZAC 
Ambassadors did themselves, their families and 
schools, and our community proud through their 
assured presentations of aspects of the Second 
Battle of Villers-Bretonneux. Well done to our 
Ambassadors; Anna Antonito, from Kellyville High, 
Michael Dell’Aquila, from Marian College, Cali 
Doyle, from Hills Grammar and Jesse Krauksts 

- Garofano, from Oakhill College. Our thanks to 
the Team that selected, prepared and supported 
them through the process including Mayor Dr 
Michelle Byrne, stalwart supporters Bev Jordan 
and Bryan Mullan (who coordinates it all), Don 
Tait, Phill Evenden and Gareth McCray, who ran 
his usual valuable session at 2CH to develop their 
presentation skills and presence. Of interest, Gareth 
had two of our 2017 ANZAC Ambassadors, Caitlin 
McDonald and Hannah Barratt, join him in his radio 
commentary of the ANZAC Day events at 2CH. 

This year our Dawn Service was live streamed with 
over 400 views to date including one from Italy (a 
relation of one of our ANZAC Ambassadors). This 
enabled those who couldn’t attend to watch the 
Service as it happened or view it later. Our Welfare 
Team provided all the relevant access details to the 
many Retirement Villages and Nursing Homes and 
other organisation that the Team supports and visits. 
This is an important addition to our commemoration 
activities and substantially increases its accessibility 
to our Community.

Many thanks, as always, to the myriad organisations 
and people involved in supporting and coordinating 
our various ANZAC activities including the numerous 
sub-Branch members who willingly gave of their 
time. We were pleased to have contingents from 
HMAS Adelaide, under the command of Captain 
Jon Early CSC, and RAAF Base Richmond in 
attendance on ANZAC Sunday. A special thanks 
to the State Emergency Service (SES), our local 
Police, St John Ambulance, 1st / 15th Royal NSW 
Lancers, 322 (City of Ryde) Squadron Australian Air 
Force Cadets, the dedicated staff of the Castle Hill 
RSL Club, the Castle Hill RSL Pipe Band, the Castle 
Hill Baptist Singers, David Sanders (for the National 
anthems), and the various representatives from 
our local community. Alain Dunand has separately 
thanked those sub-Branch members who provided 
invaluable service by representing veterans and 
speaking at the many and various ANZAC activities 
we support throughout the District – I add my thanks. 

Brian Walters and I attended the RSL State 
Congress at Albury from Sunday 20 to Wednesday 
23 May. There is no way of summing up the 
outcomes of Congress in the space allowed here – I 
will endeavour to do so at E&C’s and future GMs. 
This Congress was of critical importance in plotting 
our way through the significant challenges that face 
the NSW RSL. 

Some excellent presentations were provided 
throughout including from our Patron, the State 
Governor (His Excellency General the Honourable 
David Hurley), the Chief of the Defence Force (CDF) 
(Air Chief Marshall Mark Binskin, a few days before 
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his retirement and with the challenge of speaking 
immediately prior to Dr Nelson), Dr Brendan Nelson 
(in an especially stirring speech), John Hutcheson 
from Legacy, Australian Charities and Not-for-profit 
Commission (ACNC) Assistant Commissioner – 
Charity Services (David Locke), NSW Minister for 
Veteran Affairs (David Elliott, who flagged, amongst 
other things, positive changes to the State RSL 
Act), and State Opposition representative (Member 
for Campbelltown, Mr Greg Warren). There was a 
particularly poignant address by War Widow, Gwen 
Cherne, on Wednesday morning. 

The consistent theme from all those speaking was 
the importance of the League to our Nation and our 
responsibility to veterans and to broader Australia. 
As such, we must reset our Values and regain the 
trust we once held. 

President, James Brown, and Treasurer, Phillip 
Chin, presented good reports, including the financial 
year accounts for the last two years (2016 & 2017) 
and provided plenty of opportunity for questions 
from the floor (and there were many). 

James emphasised two figures that must be our 
priority and inform what we do going forward:

•  85, being the number of veterans who took 
their life in 2017 – this is a “wake up call” for 
the League and we must do all in our power 
to drive this figure down; and

•  27%, being the average amount across 
NSW RSL expended on our charitable 
objectives – this number must be increased 
to at least 51% for us to retain our charitable 
status, as the ACNC clearly reminded us.  
Of course, as an organisation we should 
target much higher than 51% - I am 
confident we are doing our bit to drive this 
higher, but we need to work the detail, 
especially what expenditure is defined as 
meeting this requirement.  

There was a valuable half day strategy session 
which allowed us to provide input into the themes 
for both the State RSL’s future strategy and the re-
writing of the Constitution that will be the subject of 
a special October Congress. 

The last day of the Congress was spent on 
discussing the various motions and then voting 
with the new electronic system that provided 
instantaneous results. Most of the motions where 
passed and these mainly dealt with relatively minor 
or logical constitutional matters or matters for 
advocating to Federal Government and / or the DVA. 

Most disappointingly, three motions which 
endeavoured to bring real democracy to our 

League, including ours for Representational Voting 
– Individual, where knocked back. Our motion 
received a positive 51% of the vote but required 
75% to achieve a constitutional majority. Our 
best hope for some form of truly representative 
democracy is in the hands of the State Government 
and the proposed changes to the Act. Until then a 
small percentage of the League’s 35,000 members 
will control proceedings. 

Our mid-year lunch was conducted on Sunday 17 
June at the Club. We had a chance to acknowledge 
the great support we get from St John Ambulance 
with the attendance of Superintendent Jennie Page 
and husband Stephen. 

Colonel Don Tait OAM was the keynote speaker 
who provided an eyewitness perspective and heart 
felt presentation on the Battles of Fire Support 
Bases Coral and Balmoral in the year of the 50th 
Anniversary. We also had the opportunity to 
acknowledge Don being awarded the Unit Citation 
for Gallantry for his contribution to the battle and 
Noreen for her long-standing support of Don. 

We were honoured by the attendance of our older 
veterans Lance Futcher, World War 2, and Eric 
Callow and Ray Willis, Korean War. A most convivial 
event with wonderful food and even finer company. 
Many thanks again to Barry Pareezer for his sterling 
organisational efforts and the staff of the Castle Hill 
RSL Club for their terrific service.

However, all said and done, a busy and productive 
couple of months appropriately commemorating 
those who have gone before us and all who have 
served, as well as supporting those that remain. 
The Congress was a large step forward in getting 
the League back on track. 

All the best,

“Lest We Forget”

Brigadier Phillip K.H. Bridie A
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Welcome to the June edition of The Veteran,  
which follows on the heels of several significant 
events, namely ANZAC Commemoration and 
Annual State Congress.

I would like to acknowledge the community spirit, 
dedication, and sense of duty demonstrated by 
the men and women members of the sub-Branch 
who engaged with aged care facilities, schools, 
community groups, and day-care organisations to 
represent the spirit of ANZAC on many occasions 
during April and May. There were many requests 
from these organisations for a Veteran to participate 
or share in their commemoration of ANZAC. The 
responsibilities ranged from conducting a full 
Commemorative service, formal speech to an 
assembly and small group story-telling to the youth 
in our community. All tasks were undertaken with 
dignity and were well received and appreciated by 
those organisations. 

A well done to everyone who helped out and 
enhanced the reputation of Veterans and the sub-
Branch in our local community.

For the ANZAC Sunday lunch, we were particularly 
lucky to have as our guest speaker Colonel Rob 
Lording from Headquarters 8th Brigade where 
he walked us through a delightful story of his 
grandfather Rowland E Lording and his book “There 
and Back: The Story of an Australian Soldier 1915-
35 by A Tiveychoc”, nom-de-plume. 

I think there were many interesting points brought 
out of that story and have relevance to many in 
the audience. It was interesting how the story was 
intertwined with the formal presentation. 

The food and organisation for the day were first 
class and I would like to thank Chas Naylor for his 
efforts in driving this event.

The Annual Commemorative luncheon in June

was an opportunity for sub-Branch members, their 
partners, and our invited guests to come together 
to enjoy each other’s company, remember those 
currently serving, and those who have fallen in 
conflict, peace keeping, and service to our nation. 

We have also secured a storage locker at the Castle 
Hill self-storage area which will provide an area for 
storage of our commemorative and event equipment. 
If you have a need for flags, gazebo shelters, 

or the sub-Branch banner, please let me know in 
advance so we can arrange for them to be provided.

And as a final closing reminder, we are still having 
problems with doors being left open to the sub-
Branch Office and the Welfare Office. If you need to 
access either of these locations in the Club, please 
ensure they are locked after you have finished or if 
you have had to get the duty manager to open it for 
you, please ensure they lock it after you depart.

Alain Dunand 
Secretary

SECRETARY’S REPORT
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Sydney will host more than 500 competitors and 
around 1000 family and friends for the eight-day 
event being held from 20-27 October 2018.

Fast 5 with NZDF team Co-Captain Sgt Kelly Whittle

Sgt Kelly Whittle is a medic in the New Zealand 
Army. Sgt Whittle was part of the inaugural Games 
in London in 2014 and represented the New 
Zealand Defence Force team again in Orlando in 
2016. She won two silver medals at the London 
games for shotput and discus and came away with 
a bronze in discus at the Orlando Games in 2016. 

Sgt Whittle will proudly co-captain New Zealand’s 
team at the Games in Sydney in October this year.

1. How did you become involved in the  
Invictus Games?

I was part of the New Zealand Defence Force team 
for the inaugural Games in London after one of our 
Wounded, Injured and Ill Liaison Officers mentioned 
it to me. I wasn’t sure what to expect but I walked 
away with the greatest admiration for what HRH 
Prince Harry had put together.

2. What sports do you enjoy participating in and 
how has sport helped you overcome difficult 
moments in your life? 

I am a big fan of wheelchair rugby! What an 
awesome sport to participate in – and even better 
that many different disabilities can participate! I 
also enjoy both shotput and discus, more so for 
the competitive streak in me and wanting to throw 
further each time I pick them up. Sport creates a 
place for me to zone out, forget all the issues that 
are bothering me and helps remarkably with my 
mental health.

3. How important is it for the community to 
embrace and recognise our veterans and 
service people beyond special occasions like 
ANZAC Day? 

The Games enables the Participating Nations 
to recognise the service of veterans and service 
people who have paid the ultimate sacrifice through 
loss of life, limb or mental health, among many 
other consequences. This recognition and support, 
whether great or small, means the world to the 
competitors. It is great to feel so supported all over 
the world.

4. What is one way individuals can support 
members of our defence community? 

Be open minded. This year for Poppy Day Appeal, 
New Zealand RSA’s ran the ‘Not All Wounds 
Bleed’ campaign to educate the public and support 
veterans suffering from mental injuries. Widespread 
support of this campaign has and will continue to 
help many suffering individuals more than we will 
ever know.

5. What about Invictus Games Sydney 2018 are 
you most looking forward to? 

The camaraderie. I love catching up with lifelong 
friends I’ve met at previous Games and showing 
new competitors what the Invictus Games is all 
about. There is no judgement and we are all there 
to help one another through some of the toughest 
times of our lives, by experiencing one of the best 
times together!

INVICTUS GAMES 2018
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Fast 5 with 2018 Australian Invictus Games squad 
member Davin Bretherton

Davin Bretherton joined the Army in 1987 as a 
Driver. After discharging in 2001, Davin struggled to 
manage his PTSD and to adapt to his new life as a 
below the knee amputee. He attributes his recovery 
to participation in adaptive sport. Being active and 
connected helped him out of a dark place and 
empowered him to lead a healthier life. 

Davin competed in Toronto in 2017 and is vying 
for selection in the Australian team to compete in 
Sydney in October.

1. How did you become involved in the Invictus 
Games?

I was involved in adaptive sport prior to becoming 
involved with the Invictus Games. One highlight 
is competing for Australia in the Wheelchair NRL 
World Cup in France. 

I love being able to represent Australia and became 
involved with the Games because I wanted to 
represent Australia with fellow serving and former 
serving military personnel.

2. What sports do you enjoy participating in and 
how has sport helped you overcome difficult 
moments in your life?

I’ve played wheelchair basketball for 10 years and 
wheelchair rugby for 4 years. 

Participating in adaptive sport has helped my 
rehabilitation hugely. 

I was in a dark place physically and mentally and 
sport has helped me to be healthier. It has definitely 
helped me manage my PTSD. It’s hard to be 
worried about what’s going on inside your head 
when you’re on the court. 

3. How important is it for the community to 
embrace and recognise veterans and  
service people beyond special occasions  
like ANZAC Day?

It’s very important. Having the wider Australian 
community recognise and embrace us means a lot.

4. What is one way individuals can support 
members of our defence community?

Support the Invictus Games! 

We’re very lucky to be hosting the Games in 
Australia this year and it would be amazing to have 
a big home crowd. The backing of the crowd always 
gives me that extra 10 per cent when I think it’s not 
in me.

I encourage everyone to come along and see 
first-hand how we’ve overcome great adversity to 
compete at an elite level. 

5. What about Invictus Games Sydney 2018 are 
you most looking forward to?

Competing with and alongside fellow soldiers from 
around the world. It’s inspiring to see how they’ve 
adapted and progressed. It’s a great opportunity 
to reconnect and support each other, competition 
comes second to camaraderie.

Find out more about the Invictus Games and the 
event schedules at www.invictusgames2018.org
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This was the third year of this fund-raising event 
which seems to get more popular each year.    
This year the event was held under blue skies in 
Parramatta Park on 6 May.

The event is structured with teams of up to 14 
walking a pre-set three km course. This represents 
a km for each of the 42 Australians killed in action  
in Afghanistan.

A small group of sub-Branch members participated 

in the event which is organised annually by RSL & 
Services Clubs Association to raise funds to help 
find housing for homeless veterans and support 
those in need of health treatment.

A big THANK YOU to those members who showed 
their financial support and gave of their time for the 
modern veteran in need.

Phill Evenden 
H4H Coordinator

HOMES FOR HEROES WALK 2018

The annual Cancer Council fundraising event for 
The Hills was conducted over the sunny weekend of 
19-20 May at Castle Hill Showground.

It was obvious at the time that we set the sub-
Branch tent up on the Friday, that this year was 
going to be well supported and the attendance and 
number of tents set up around the walking course 
confirmed this on the Saturday. 

For those who have attended in the past they  
would be aware that the sunset Candle Light 
Ceremony can be very moving. This year the 
service and the crowds confirmed its popularity.  
The support was tremendous!

Sub-Branch numbers were down on past years 
attendance figures for several reasons and 
consequently our fundraising did not achieve past 
years figures. Never-the-less those who did give of 
their time and their donations can be proud of their 
support for such a tremendous cause. 

Few families are not touched by cancer and every 
dollar raised brings us one step closer to finding a 
cure of this insidious disease.

Phill Evenden 
Relay Coordinator

RELAY FOR LIFE 2018

The NAMBUS program, which your sub-Branch has 
been involved with for the past 5 years, involves an 
old government bus which has been converted into 
a travelling museum on the Vietnam War. 

As part of the Centenary project we approached 
local High Schools who were studying the Vietnam 
War as part of their Year 10 curriculum to have a 
group of sub-Branch members support veterans 
from the Vietnam Veterans’ Peacekeepers & 
Peacemakers Association of Australia, Central 
Coast sub-Branch to conduct presentations to local 
high schools.

All local high schools in the Hills District are written 
to with an invitation to participate. This year over 
700 students attended at various venues over  
four days.

Sessions commence with a brief rundown on what 
lead Australia to get involved in the Vietnam War, 
then a role play on how Conscription was introduced 
and applied. This is then followed by some first-
hand talks from Veterans on their experiences prior 
to enlistment, their service, and the return to civilian 
life. The session is then opened for questions.

Following this the group is divided into three groups 
and they are guided through a static display, then 
a hands-on dress-up and handling of gear and 
equipment from that period. Students then move 
outside for a guided tour of the displays in the bus. 
Each session lasts approximately two hours.

Feedback from participating schools has always 
been positive and most ask to be invited back next 
year if we continue the presentations.

A big THANK YOU to Bryan Mullan for coordinating 
the schools to become involved and obtaining 
access to the schools. I also thank the sub-Branch 
members for giving of their time and involving 
themselves in the sessions. 

Of course, this would not have been possible 
without the generous support of the team members 
from the NAMBUS group.

Phill Evenden 
NAMBUS Coordinator 

NAMBUS 2018 – HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS
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We are half way through the year and the Gym 
Group has continued to grow with several new 
members joining us during the year – I send a warm 
welcome to those men and hope you are enjoying 
yourself and meeting new mates. 

To offset these gains, it was very sad to lose one 
of our “originals” with the passing of our popular 
member, John Griffin. John passed away after a 
complication to a condition he was being treated for. 
He is sadly missed.

Our gym instructress, Alma Weber, continues to find 
new ways to find ways to loosen up our creaking 
joints and keep us fitter than we might otherwise be. 
Her knowledge and guidance are a big part of the 
success of the program.

We currently have limited vacancies for new 
members but anyone who might be interested in 
joining us should contact me via the details below 
for more information. Classes are held at 1.30pm on 
Monday’s and Thursday’s at the Castle Hill Fitness 
Centre at the Club.

For sub-Branch members who can’t make group 
sessions on those days we now provide a program 
based on an individual attending the gym at a time 
that suits them and who wish to work out alone or 
with a mate. Please contact me for more details on 
this program.

Phill Evenden 
Gym Coordinator 

0413 715 622

GYM GROUP

In late May, fifty-five members and partners were 
fortunate to have a fabulous sunny Autumn day for 
our first outing of the year. We travelled to Circular 
Quay by bus and boarded a 1939-built ferry to cruise 
the route of the Japanese submarines that invaded 
Sydney Harbour during the Second World War.

During the trip, we visited the Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN) Garden Island Museum, to view many well-
presented historical RAN exhibits. We also had the 
opportunity to land and explore Fort Denison. After 
which, we enjoyed a good meal at Club Rose Bay. 
Overall, a great outing.

Our next event was our Commemorative Lunch on 
17 June, see photos in this edition.

In July, we’ll be going to the Hawkesbury River for 
our annual Christmas in July lunch. This tour is fully 
booked out.

I intend making a block booking to attend the 
closing ceremony of the Invictus Games on 
Saturday 27 October 2018. At this writing, pricing 
and the time for this ceremony is not known. I 
received a good number of members expressing 
an interest in attending. An initial deposit of $30 
pp (which may end up being the full price) is now 
required to secure a seat. Places are limited, so 
please pay promptly to secure your seat. 

Our Christmas lunch will be held on Sunday 25 
November 2018. Cost is just $20 pp for a three 
course Christmas meal. 

I hope you can join one of our events.

Barry Pareezer 
Social Secretary

SOCIAL SECRETARY
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2018 ANZAC SUNDAY SERVICE
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Dr Brendan Nelson AO

Director Australian War Memorial

Castle Hill & District RSL sub-Branch

ANZAC Sunday Service

Sunday 22 April 2018

I was asked to speak to you today about 1918. But 
I’m not going to give you a history lesson. I think 
it’s far more important on these occasions to give a 
lesson of history.

“Australians all let us rejoice, for we are young and 
free”. We sing it often. We will sing it soon. But far less 
often do we pause to reflect on what it really means.

With a sense of awkward humility, abiding 
reverence infused with overwhelming pride we 
pause here, free and confident heirs to a legacy. 
Born of idealism, forged in self-sacrifice and passed 
now to our generation. And today as we will on 
Wednesday and similar days, we gather in renewed 
commitment to one another, to our Nation, and 
the ideals of mankind. Young Australians and New 
Zealanders gave their all at Gallipoli. They forged in 
bloody sacrifice the bond in which our two nations 
now live. 

Every nation has its story. ANZAC is our story and 
ANZAC Day asks of every one of us, what does it 
mean to be an Australian? And ANZAC Day also 
answers that question.

As we just heard, “N’oublions jamais l’Australie” - 
Never forget Australia. 

In large capital letters the admonition to generations 
of young French men and women, to never forget, 
in the centre of the Victoria school in the French 

village of Villers-Bretonneux, the courage and 
sacrifice of young Australians, almost 100 years 
ago to the day. Vastly outnumbered, two Australian 
brigades fighting off a determined German counter 
attack in one of the most significant and bloody 
battles of 1918.

At its end, would be 1,200 Australian dead, 1,500 
Australian wounded, and Lieutenant Clifford Sadlier 
would be awarded the Victoria Cross.  

And when two German soldiers came forward under 
a white flag demanding the Australians surrender, 
Brigadier William Glasgow simply said; “Tell them to 
go to hell.” 

Sergeant Walter Downing of the 57th Battalion, in 
the early hours of ANZAC Day on the 25 April, the 
burning houses casting a sinister light of the town 
of Villers-Bretonneux, he wrote, ‘men muttered it’s 
ANZAC Day; it seemed the only thing to do is go 
straight forward and die hard.’ And die hard they did. 

A month later, General Sir John Monash would finally 
take command of the Australian Corps and the five 
divisions. And a series of stunning victories would 
ensue. Le Hamel, Amiens, Mont St Quentin and the 
capture of Péronne, Montbrehain, the breaking of the 
Hindenburg line and then on to victory. 

And our young nation emerged victorious but 
inconsolably mourning, 62,000 dead. We would live 
with another 60,000 who would die within a decade 
of returning to Australia.

And in 1918, Australia had, at more than any 
time in our history, the most significant impact on 
international affairs. But we paid a heavy price. 
117,000 Australians started the year in France, at  
its end 12,000 dead, 36,000 wounded, 12,000 
gassed and 26 Australians would be awarded the 
Victoria Cross. 

The Official War Correspondent Charles Bean, 
who would be appointed the Official Historian, had 
landed with the Australians at Gallipoli on 25 April. 
He stayed with them at the front, through the entire 
war, refused evacuation when he was wounded and 
then over 23 years would write and edit the Official 
History of the First World War. 

And at the very end of it all, having been witness 
to everything, with a blank page on his typewriter 
at his office at Collaroy he wrote: “What these men 
did nothing can alter now. The good and the bad, 
the greatness and smallness of their story will stand 
… It rises, as it always will rise, above the mists of 
ages, a monument to great-hearted men; and, for 
their Nation, a possession forever.”
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You just heard reference to the Tomb of the 
Unknown Australian Soldier. Exhumed from 
the Adelaide cemetery in France, near Villers-
Bretonneux and interred at the War Memorial on 
Remembrance Day in 1993. 

Standing silent sentinel above him are 12 stained 
glass windows. Each an image of an Australian from 
the First World War; men and women. And at the 
bottom of each one is a single word. 

Charles Bean and the first Director, a man called 
John Treloar a veteran of both Gallipoli and France, 
asked themselves a very important question.

“What,” they asked “are the values, the virtues we 
saw in these men and women we regard as being 
essential. Not just in victory in battle but for depth 
and breadth of character.” 

To young Australians here, character derives from 
the Greek word, meaning the impression left in wax 
by a stone seal ring. The Greeks called it the stamp 
of personality. And what informs character are 
worthwhile intrinsic virtues, values. 

Character transcends everything in life, rank, power, 
money, influence, intellect and looks. 

Those fifteen seen in these men and women:

• Resource, to dig deep. 

• Candour, to be open and honest. 

•  Under the nurse facing directly down ANZAC 
Parade to the Parliament, devotion. To 
completely subsume yourself into the people 
and the cause to which you have committed. 

•  Curiosity, always ask questions and never 
accept uncritically what you’ve been told. 

•  Independence, know when to stand aside 
from a mob. 

•  Comradeship, in the end what you’ll need 
most is one another. 

•  Ancestry, you never forget from where you 
came, who gave you what you have and 
made you who you are. 

•  Patriotism, chivalry, a willingness to help 
others irrespective of the cost to yourself. 

•  Loyalty, coolness and control, know when 
not to speak and when not to act. 

•  Audacity, nothing in your life will be achieved 
of value without taking a risk. 

•  Endurance, you never give up. 

•  And decision, ultimately you have to make 
decisions and you have to be responsible  
for them. 

On 23 August 1943, 56 bombers were shot down 
over Berlin. One was a Halifax bomber from 158 
Squadron; the pilot was a 21-year-old Australian 
Flight Lieutenant Kevin Hornibrook. The aircraft had 
been shot down by German night fighters and it was 
in a death dive. The two gunners were dead, three 
crew had bailed out, the only other person left in the 
aircraft was a man called Alan Bryett, he was the 
bomb aimer. 

And Bryett said; “That against immense 
gravitational forces Hornibrook got to the forward 
hatch, managed to get it open and push Bryett out 
of the plane.” And Bryett said; “Kevin died, the plane 
was too low for him to get out. My life hinged on that 
moment, but he pushed me out of the plane.” 

He said; “When my son was born in 1951, I called 
him Kevin. To remind me every single day that he 
could have saved himself, but he saved me. And  
it reminds me,” he said, “of what it means to be  
an Australian”. 

The most fragile, yet powerful of human emotions 
is hope. We all have to believe in a better future. 
Better tomorrow. Better next year. Not so much 
for ourselves but those of whom we love, our 
community and our Country. And what most 
sustains hope is men and women who reach out 
in support of one another. Who keep going, even 
when gripped by fear. 

The paradox of this day, of ANZAC Day, of the 
Australian War Memorial, is not actually about war.  
It’s in a context of war, but this day we’re here; we 
are here to celebrate love and friendship.  Love for 
friends, between friends, love of family and love of 
our Country.  

And through the RSL here and throughout our 
Country, to imbue in you the next generation the 
understanding that what you will need most is one 
another, to face the world as free, confident, and 
compassionate young Australians. 

Imbued with the qualities that inform character, that 
come from the ANZAC story of courage, endurance, 
sacrifice and mateship. 

“For we are young, and we are free”. 

“Lest we forget”
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Colonel Robert Lording

Deputy Commander 8 Brigade

ANZAC Sunday Lunch

Sunday 22 April 2018

In a few days’ time, our nation will join together on 
ANZAC Day to remember the military campaigns 
fought by Australia and to honour the ultimate sacrifice 
made by more than 102,000 men and women in 
service of their country during the Boer War, World 
Wars, Vietnam, Korea, Peace Keeping and recent 
campaigns in the Middle East Area of Operations. 

In 2018, we reach the end of the Centenary 
of ANZAC. As such, it is fitting that we should 
commemorate the contributions of the 1st Australian 
Imperial Force during the final year of the Great 
War that were so significant in achieving victory 
and recognise their challenges to reintegrate in a 
country profoundly changed.

On the eve of the last year of WW1, Australia was 
a war weary and divided nation. As the manpower 
shortages on the Western Front became acute, a 
second and failed plebiscite on conscription was 
held in Australia on 20 December 1917. The result 
put an end to plans to expand the AIF in France and 
ultimately led to the severe manpower shortages 
experienced in 1918.

I would now like to introduce you to ‘young Ted’ – 
the central character in A. Tiveychoc’s fictionalised 
account of his war service. It was around this period 
in late 1917 that he was being discharged at Victoria 
Barracks in Sydney. 

Ted was given an order for 30 shillings in lieu of 
a ready-made suit and cap, two soldier’s badges 
and 22 Pounds, 13 Shillings on account of final 
settlement and a parchment certificate of discharge. 
I will return to his account later.

In Palestine, a strong defensive line was 
established which stretched from well north on 
the Mediterranean coast, to north and east of 
Jerusalem. It was extended in February 1918 when 
Jericho was captured, and the eastern end of the 
line was secured on the Dead Sea. 

In March and April, Australian and New Zealand 
mounted troops took part in two raids east across 
the Jordan River to Amman and Es Salt which 
encouraged Turkish commanders to believe that the 
main British effort would be launched across  
the Jordan.

The final offensive in September 1918 saw the  
two Divisions of Australian mounted troops and 
No. 1 Squadron AFC taking part in the Battle of 
Megiddo. The Desert Mounted Corps attacked 
across the Golan Heights, cutting off the north and 
north-west as it attempted to withdraw through the 
Barada Gorge. 

Australian troops were the first to enter Damascus 
and Aleppo was captured before the Turkish 
government signed an armistice on 28 October 
1918 and surrendered outright two days later.

Following the armistice, the Australian Mounted 
Division went into camp at Tripoli while the Anzac 
Mounted Division, having borne the brunt of the 
entire campaign, suffered heavily from malaria and 
influenza in the Jordan Valley. Total Australian battle 
casualties in the campaign were 4,851, including 
1,374 dead.

On the Western Front, the German Army launched 
their Spring Offensive on 21 March 1918 following 
the capitulation of Tsarist Russia. The Allies fell 
back under the weight of an offensive involving 63 
Divisions on a 110Km front. The German offensive 
lasted a further five months and during this time, all 
five Divisions of the AIF in France were involved in 
stemming the tide of the German advance. 

The Germans achieved large territorial gains and 
at one stage pushed to within 80 km from Paris. 

During this time, the Australians were involved in 

2018 ANZAC SUNDAY LUNCH ADDRESS



17

a number of actions at Dernancourt, Morlancourt, 
Villers-Bretonneux, Hangard Wood, Hazebrouck, 
and Hamel.

The actions at Hamel on 4 July 1918, was the first 
‘set-piece’ operation planned and carried out by 
the newly appointed Commander of the Australian 
Corps, Lieutenant General John Monash. This 
operation was a model for combined arms attack 

using aircraft, artillery, and armour in effective 
combination with infantry. 

In mid-July there was a brief lull, during which time 
the Australians undertook a series of small unit 
actions aimed at capturing parts of the German line 
with limited support known as Peaceful Penetrations 
and were essentially a cross between trench raids 
and patrolling. 

The Allies then launched the Hundred Day 
Offensive which began on 8 August 1918 when 20 
Allied Divisions, including four Australian, struck at 
Amiens on the Somme.

Using the combined arms techniques developed 
earlier at Hamel, the Allies achieved territorial gains 
that had been unheard of since the start of the war. 
The attack had been so successful that it was later 
described by German General Erich Ludendorff as 
a “black day” for the German Army.

The offensive continued for the next four months, 
and during the Second Battle of the Somme 
the Australian Corps fought actions at Lihons, 
Etinehem, Proyart, Chuignes, and Mont St Quentin, 
before taking part in their final engagement of the 
war on 5 October 1918 at Montbrehain. 

The Australian Corps were out of the line training 
when the Armistice was declared on 11 November 
1918. 

Total Australian casualties on the Western Front 
numbered 181,000, including 46,000 of whom 
died. Another 114,000 men were wounded, 16,000 
gassed, and approximately 3,850 were taken 
prisoners of war.

With your indulgence, I will briefly return to the 
account of young Ted, who had spent much of  
the period in 1918, following his discharge, at 
Randwick and Prince Alfred Hospitals. There he 
continued to receive surgical treatment for his right 
arm and the sharp spurs and adhesions growing 
from the shattered ribs that gave him persistent 
unbearable pain. 

He records that during this time, with exception 
for the development of keen cunning in the art of 
procuring, secreting, and taking dope, degeneration 
of his other faculties did not ensue. We will return to 

his post war progress.

The Australian Government decided against 
contributing Australian forces to the occupation 
forces that were sent to Germany as part of the 
post war settlement so that it could begin the early 
repatriation of the AIF. 

Lieutenant General Sir John Monash was appointed 
Director-General of Repatriation and Demobilisation 
and oversaw the process in Britain, while Lieutenant 
General Henry Chauvel took charge of the efforts in 
the Middle East.

Rather than employing a system that returned 
men by units, or by employment categories, an 
egalitarian system was employed that saw men 
who had been away for the longest period being 
returned first. 

Due to the size of the forces deployed overseas - 
roughly 167,000 personnel in France, Britain and 
Egypt - and the logistical requirements of bringing 
them home, the process was nevertheless a lengthy 
one and as such it became important to occupy the 
troops while they waited. 

To achieve this and to prepare the men for a return 
to civilian employment, a vocational education 
scheme was set up and troops in Britain were 
offered educational courses and civilian work 
placement opportunities. Although these programs 
were not as successful as hoped, several thousand 
soldiers took advantage of them.

The process of returning the soldiers to Australia 
was completed faster than expected and by 
September 1919 there were 10,000 men left in 
Britain waiting for repatriation. The last of the main 
transports conveying Australian troops left England 
on 23 December 1919, arriving in Australia in early 
1920. A year later, on 1 April 1921, the AIF was 
officially disbanded.

The process of repatriation did not end there, 
though. Upon their return to Australia the effort 
shifted towards placing the returned soldiers into 
employment, or education and taking care of those 
that were too badly injured to work. 

To meet these needs the Commonwealth 
established the Repatriation Department, tasked 
with managing the placement of returned soldiers 
into employment, training, education, and housing. 

Eventually this also included the colossal task of 
managing the provision of war pensions, managing 
repatriation hospitals and convalescent homes and 
administering the Soldier Settlement Scheme.
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To advocate for the many thousands of returned 
servicemen and women many ex-services 
organisations sprang up. 

The most prominent of these was probably the 
Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League 
of Australia which had been established in 1916 
by representatives from many state-based 
organisations already in existence. 

In addition, Unit Associations were established both 
as a means for retaining connections with former 
comrades, but also as a form of ‘self-help’.

Young Ted was a member of the Returned 
Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia, 
and founder and Secretary of the 30th Battalion 
Association. He served as an accountant to the 
Trustees of the Limbless Soldiers Association as well 
as an honorary manager of their employment bureau.

‘Young Ted’ was one of those members of the AIF 
who returned to Australia having sustained serious 
wounds as a 17-year-old signaller in the 30th 
Battalion in the Battle of Fromelles in mid-2016. By 
all accounts, he possessed a sharp mind within a 
body shattered by the effects of modern warfare, 
which would require 53 major surgical operations in 
a period of 15 years. 

He achieved some notoriety as ‘The man who 
gave the undertakers a headache’. An obituary in 
the Limbless Soldier stated: ‘Of small build, and 
knocked about as he was, Ted had the heart of a 
lion and the guts and tenacity of the British bulldog’. 

The official medical historian of the AIF considered 
that he deserved ‘a special place (if anyone does) 
among the immortals of the AIF.’

He wrote an account of his war and post-war 
experiences in a fictionalized book There and 
Back, published in 1935 under the pseudonym ‘A. 
Tiveychoc’ – a reference to Commander of the 8th 

Brigade (Colonel Edwin Tivey) – in which I now 
have the honour to serve – and the reference to his 
chocolate soldiers which would melt if they had been 
required to undertake a protracted march from Tel-
el-Kebir to the Suez Canal rather than move by train.

Ted’s wife, and his sons and daughters, all also 
suffered the scourge of an opiate addiction which 
was to affect him for the remaining years of his life. 

Following his discharge in October 1917, he 
maintained a habit of taking morphia, both medically 
prescribed and otherwise procured from dope 
agents which became a mania with him. 

In the book, Ted details his experience with drug 

addiction and how he financed the habit – though 
he took some solace that some portion of his ill-
gotten gains were used to liquidate the obligations 
of a deceased cobber which was his only redeeming 
feature of the period. 

The role of what is now the RSL, and his other 
associations cannot be under-rated. They were 
the connection that he needed. Today these 
organisations continue to provide necessary 
and critical support to veterans young and old in 
assimilating and coping in ‘normal life’.

Young Ted or rather A. Tiveychoc was in fact my 
grandfather, Rowland Edward Lording. I never had 
the opportunity to meet him. 

He died in tragic circumstances at Callan Park 
Mental Hospital in 1944, but ‘There and Back’ 
gave me an opportunity to know him; to gain some 
understanding of the physical and mental impact of 
his injuries sustained during WW1, as well as the 
pervasive and damaging influence of drugs and 
alcohol that affected not only him but his family. 

Despite all his circumstances, the book provides 
glimpses of the naive, patriotic larrikin that 
signed up and who closely guarded the special 
comradeship with his fellow soldiers for the 
remainder of his life.

A century later, these same afflictions and qualities 
are evident in the members of all branches of the 
ADF returning from recent conflicts in Somalia, 
Rwanda, Timor Leste and the Middle East Area  
of Operations. 

The debt owed to these service men and women – 
especially those who have sustained physical and 
mental injuries – is immeasurable. 

As members of the RSL, whilst we reflect today on 
the last year of WW1, we are also reminded of our 
mission of advocating for service personnel past 
and present. 

Through the RSL, we maintain the vital service of 
providing support and opportunities for sustaining 
the abiding sense of Australian mateship that is 
integral to the Defence community.

“Lest we forget”
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After the Dawn Service there was a breakfast at the Club, where people had a chance to relax before 
moving on to other duties:
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Brigadier Susan Coyle CSC DSM

Commander 6 Brigade

Castle Hill & District RSL sub-Branch

ANZAC Day Dawn Service

Good morning distinguished guests, ladies,  
and gentlemen.

My name is Brigadier Susan Coyle, and I am deeply 
honoured to be addressing you at the Dawn Service 
this morning to commemorate ANZAC Day; which 
for most Australians, we proudly recognise as one 
of the most important days of the year. 

Unfortunately, however, for some Australians, and 
thankfully only a minority – and clearly not those 
present here today, they only think of ANZAC 
Day as a public holiday. But as I will explain this 
morning, ANZAC Day is not just another public 
holiday, nor is it a day set aside to celebrate 
war and all its horrors. ANZAC Day is a day of 
commemoration, an opportunity for us to say, ‘thank 
you for your service,’ and to honour all soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and airwomen from all wars, who 
have fought, and for some who have given their 
lives as the ultimate sacrifice for Australia.

ANZAC Day is a very special day as it 
commemorates the fateful landing from Australia 
and New Zealand forces at ANZAC Cove on 25 
April 1915. A day that we could describe as the birth 
of Australia’s national consciousness. And now 103 
years later since those initial landings, even though 
all our original ANZACs have now passed away, the 

friendships that were forged during adversity are 
also seen as strongly today in the current members 
of the Australian Defence Force, and proudly - as 
can be seen here this morning at the Castle Hill 
Dawn Service – in the Australian community. 

I would argue that the concept of ANZAC Day has 
grown even stronger over the years, as the men 
and women who protect this great nation continue 
to run to the sound of the guns in the service of our 
nation. Which as a veteran truly warms my heart. 

Throughout the First World War, and in every 
war since, what remains true is that no Australian 
serviceman or woman that has served our nation 
will ever, ever be forgotten for their sacrifices. they 
will never need any embellishments for us to be 
proud of them. those from the wars, peacekeeping 
or humanitarian operations - we remember them all. 

Let us reflect this morning on three examples of 
your local heroes from the Hills District. Private 
Horace Pugsley, one of our original ANZACs who 
was wounded when he went ashore in the second 
wave at ANZAC Cove and was recorded as dying 
from his wounds on 2 May 1915 – though sadly for 
his family - his body was never found, or Trooper 
Jason Brown, a modern day hero whose young life 
was tragically cut short at the age of 29 following an 
engagement with Taliban insurgents in Afghanistan 
on 13 August 2010. Or finally, another modern day 
local hero Private Kyle Wilson, who selflessly put 
his own life at risk to capture a Taliban commander 
during a firefight in September 2011 in a remote 
village in Afghanistan – and who upon his safe 
return to Australia was deservedly recognised with a 
commendation for gallantry. 

It is examples of heroism and selfless service like 
these three local heroes, and many, many others 
that allow us all to live in our comfortable homes, to 
have the education opportunities available for our 
children and the privilege to live in such a beautiful 
country. We are the lucky country, and this is largely 
in part because of the ANZACs.

For Australia, the First World War remains the 
costliest conflict in terms of deaths and casualties. 
Australia suffered the highest casualty rate 
proportional by population to other nations within 
the British Empire. With a population of fewer than 
five million Australians, 416,809 men and women 
would enlist, and sadly more than 60,000 would 
be killed, and another 156,000 would be wounded, 
gassed or taken prisoner. 

The achievements of the ANZACs were measured 
in many ways by the end of World War One. What 
initially started at ANZAC Cove, showed that the 
ANZACs, even if beaten, were great fighters and 
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their loss was not due to lack of courage, stamina or 
spirit. While it was at ANZAC Cove that the legend 
of the ANZAC soldier was born, by the end of the 
First World War Australia and New Zealand were 
seen no longer just as other countries within the 
British Empire, but as nations in their own rights. 

it is wonderful that Australia’s bond with New 
Zealand remains, extending well beyond any 
alliance between two countries. The ANZAC 
tradition continues today with our two nations 
deployed alongside as a combined force in  
Iraq - training, advising, and assisting the Iraqi 
Security Forces.

Today we honour those who served in the defence 
of Australia. but I would like to take this theme one 
step further. Let us reflect on the impact that military 
service has, not only on those that served or are 
serving, but equally importantly on the families – the 
wives, the husbands, children, parents and friends 
who also make significant sacrifices to support their 
loved one. 

We especially remember those who have paid 
the supreme sacrifice, or for some because of 
their service they continue to suffer long after they 
return home, often in silence, and sadly sometimes 
unnecessarily alone. We all must continue to work 
together so that all our veterans get the support that 
they deserve, that they have earned through their 
selfless service and sacrifice. 

I always wanted to be in the Army and have now 
proudly served in the Australian Army for over 30 
years. And, in that time, like many of you here 
today, my family has and will continue to make their 
own sacrifices to support me. Our family’s sacrifices 
allow us to protect this great nation. And for some 
families, such as Private Horace Pugsley’s and 
Trooper Jason Brown’s, they have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice with their life. 

I am honoured and humbled to command the 
6th Brigade, a Regular Army Brigade which was 
originally raised in 1915 and proudly fought at 
Gallipoli. My highest priority within my Brigade is to 
care for our people and their families. but I am no 
different to any other leader within Defence. Defence 
remains heavily committed to supporting all our 
people, especially our wounded, injured, and ill.

As we collectively gather here this morning, which 
is symbolic in the sense that like the ANZACs, this 
morning we will move out of the darkness and into 
the light - I would like to acknowledge the many 
people here this morning. Whether you may or may 
not have served yourselves, your presence here is 
an acknowledgement of the respect you have for 
the military.

Let us all this ANZAC Day reflect when we see any 
veteran, either in uniform or wearing their medals on 
their suits, and spare a thought for them and their 
family as well. 

I encourage people today to go up to any veteran 
and their family not just today, but on any day of 
the year, and thank them for their service. You will 
most likely be rewarded with a bright smile, perhaps 
a tear in their eye for your thoughtfulness and 
kindness, and a shy thank you. 

Finally, I challenge you all on this ANZAC Day to 
reflect on what ANZAC Day means to you. We know 
now when looking back at history that the First 
World War touted to have been “the war to end all 
wars” – clearly was not. In our nation’s relatively 
short history we have lost 102,760 lives to war. 
Their names are immortalised at the War Memorial 
on the Roll of Honour. 

I want you to consider what legacy you want to 
leave behind? I want to be remembered as an Army 
soldier, a wife, and a mother who cares deeply for 
people, and who is honoured to serve in our Army. 
I am proud to wear this khaki uniform. I am proud 
to wear my slouch hat, with its distinctive rising 
sun badge which reflects a symbol of honour and 
memory of those who have gone before us.

I ask that you spare a thought and prayer for those 
personnel who are currently in harm’s way. while we 
hope and pray that they will not be asked to make 
the ultimate sacrifice, we know the brutal nature of 
conflict, and we know that they are prepared to do 
so. The greatest honour for any serving member  
is the privilege to serve our nation with honour  
and dedication. 

So, let us ensure that Australians don’t just think 
that ANZAC Day is just another holiday, 

ANZAC Day is a great day, a special day for all 
Australians to say ‘thank you for your service’ to  
the people who have given us all so much. 

Finally, to quote John Maxwell Edmonds – “when 
you go home, tell them of us and say, ‘for their 
tomorrow, we gave our today’”. 

“Lest we forget”
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MOVIE NIGHT – “12 STRONG” – Chris Bennett

In March, David Elliott and his wife Nicole extended 
an invitation to members of Castle Hill sub-Branch 
to join them at the showing of the movie “12 Strong”.

No doubt all who attended would like to thank David 
& Nicole for the opportunity which is under a Charity 
of which they are the principals.

Many movies have been made based on actual 
occurrences; some make the mark others fall  
short as it all depends on recollections of the 
persons involved.

In the case of this movie “12 Strong” there are 
exactly 12 observers who were totally up to their 
ears in the real action that happened in Afghanistan.

The strike on the Taliban was in reprisal for 9/11. 

A group of 12 CIA and Special Forces personnel 
were embedded into guerrilla fighting groups. 
The aim was to position themselves to guide B52 
bombers onto Taliban camps; with totally amazing 
reproduction of the bombing.  

The movie is based on Doug Stanton’s non-fiction 
book ‘Horse Soldier” and although all-American the 
movie has a link to Oz with our all-action actor Chris 
Hemsworth playing the lead as Mitch Nelson, a 
US Army Captain. Nelson’s wife and daughter play 
an opening and closing scene; and in real life are 
Chris’s wife and daughter. 

If you missed the screening then a DVD is on its 
way, so check with your retailer.
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FRANCE AND BELGIUM – Brian Walters

The Castle Hill RSL sub-Branch Tour of France 
& Belgium – April to May 2018

This trip was originally proposed in early 2017 by 
our well-travelled and motivated Social Secretary, Mr 
Barry Pareezer, with a view to attending the Dawn 
Service at Villers-Bretonneux on the centenary of 
one of the major battles of World War 1. 

In summary, it was an 11-day tour of France and 
Belgium that included a mini-bus, driver, and 
guides. It was designed to be a small group and it 
was just 12 in total – including seven sub-Branch 
members and five wives. 

As it was a relatively short trip everybody added 
time to the end or the beginning of the tour to take 
advantage of the LONG international plane flights.

There was a hectic three and a half days in Paris 
which is one of the great cities of the world but is 
in danger of being loved to death by the hordes 
of tourists that now invade the place! Away from 
Paris, the tour visited such iconic French places as 
Pozieres, Amiens, Villers-Bretonneux, Fromelles, 
Bullecourt and VC Corner; and in Belgium - 
Ieper (Ypres), Passchendaele, Hill 60, Tyne Cot, 
Messines and Polygon Wood. These are place 
names that have become part of the ANZAC folklore 
but also visited places like Thiepval, Vimy Ridge, 
the Island of Ireland Peace Park and Neuville St 
Vaast (a German cemetery) – these are equally 
important to the British, Canadian and Irish and, lest 
we forget, the Germans who collectively had war 
dead that were counted in the millions.

Obviously, the focus of the tour was the Dawn 
Service that took place on the 25 April, at the 
Australian National Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux 
in the Somme River valley about 150 kilometres 
north of Paris. 

It was a bit of a challenge to even get there starting 
at just after midnight from the hotel in Amiens,  
but the whole group managed to get there by  
about 0215 and faced a long wait in the cold  
pre-dawn hours. 

These were the conditions that the two brigades 
of the Australian 5th Division faced in those crucial 
hours of 24/25 April 1918, as they fought to 
encircle the town of Villers-Bretonneux and to also 
remember the 1,900 casualties sustained by the 
13th and 15th Brigades in a matter of hours! 

On a slightly brighter note, our group was able to 
lay a beautiful wreath of red roses and lilies with the 
name “Castle Hill and District RSL sub-Branch” very 
visible on a wide light green ribbon. This part of the 
Service was recorded by the ABC and telecast live 

back to Australia. After the service finished it took 
about another three hours to clear the site and get 
back to the hotel in Amiens. 

While the tour visited two Australian Memorials near 
Pozieres village, it also visited the nearby Thiepval 
Memorial and Museum. Very few people would 
have heard of Thiepval despite being part of the 
same Somme battlefield in July to November 1916. 

According to the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission website, the “Memorial to the Missing 
on the Somme” to use its full name, is the largest 
memorial to the missing in the world with over 
72,000 names recorded on its walls. It was a very 
impressive but sobering structure to see the wall 
after wall full of the names of the dead and missing. 
Despite literally overlooking Pozieres, there were 
very few names, if any, identified as Australian – 
hence the reason why it remains a mystery to  
most Australians. 
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Vimy Ridge is a Canadian site with the best display 
of a reconstructed trench system on the Western 
Front and a very impressive Memorial is the form 
of a spectacular white stone tower. This is a site 
that seems to be very well known to contemporary 
Australian visitors due to the splendid design of 
the site. The trench system is quite involved but 
stylised to show the different engineering elements 
that would be found in a much larger trench system; 
for practical reasons the base of the trenches is 
actually pebble stones. There were also some 
enormous shell holes remaining to give an idea 
of the impact of the larger artillery rounds. The 
Memorial itself was a very tall tower built on the 
ridge line and had a commanding view over the 
surrounding country side.

Another pleasing feature is that this site was staffed 
by young Canadian college (university) students 
on their annual vacations – a system designed to 
give them an appreciation of the sacrifices made by 
their country men and women during the War. The 
Canadians also have another very good memorial 
and museum to its Newfoundland Regiment and 
it was also staffed with volunteer students. Both 
sites are fairly close to Fromelles and VC Corner 
Australian Cemetery which held the famous 
“Cobbers” statue and the dead from that disastrous 
battle in July 1916.

The Island of Ireland Peace Park contained a 
memorial tower and was a very impressive site 
dedicated to the 36th Ulster Division (from the north 
of Ireland). It was a different style of tower and 
was made from what appeared to be local cobble 
stones. Some very touching pieces of poetry and 
prose by the some of the division’s soldiers were 
recorded there on some beautiful dark stone slabs. 
The Irish had a second site containing the Ulster 
Memorial Tower which was a different style of tower 
again but also devoted to the 36th Division. 

Also, nearby at Neuville St Vaast, was the German 
Military Cemetery which was just enormous – field 
after field of grim dark crosses
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which created a very moving and evocative scene. 

Easy to forget that these were just like all the men 
on both sides of the battlefront – just trying to do  
the best for their families and country but in a 
different uniform! 

The site was originally created around 1919 but  
was reorganised in 1975 by the German War 
Graves Commission to hold about 45,000 graves 
which made it the largest German Cemetery in 
France. It is also maintained by volunteer students 
from both Germany and other neighbouring 
European countries.

The group was based in a very pleasant hotel 
in Ieper (or Ypres) for the last three nights of the 
organised tour which finished on Sunday 29 April 
at the Brussels Midi Station where the different 
members went in all directions before returning 
to Australia. It was also farewell to our very 
knowledgeable and organised tour guide, Major 
(Retd) John Hamill MBE, of the “Guild of Battlefields 
Guides” and the cheerful and cooperative French 
coach driver, Richard. 

The author organised to stay in Brussels for two 
extra nights with a view to visiting the famous 
battlefield of Waterloo. This was an interesting 
contrast to the recent places visited as the main 
battle took place on the 18 June 1815 about 
one hundred years before WW1 and shaped the 
international boundaries of modern Europe. 

This turned out to be an absolutely fascinating site 
to visit with three of the best military type museums 
in Western Europe and the UK. The town of 
Waterloo is now a suburb of modern Brussels and 
only 20 kilometres from the centre; this was the 
location of the inn where the British Commander, 
the Duke of Wellington, and his staff stayed for two 
nights around the time of the battle itself. The inn 
has been converted into a museum with a great 
range of displays from muskets and field pieces 
(cannons) to recreated period uniforms and clothing 
– some of the latter were quite spectacular. 

The battlefield is about five kilometres south of 
the town. The actual battle took place in a valley 
with the British and the Prussians (mainly) on the 
northern side in and around a cross road called 
Mont St Jean; the French were on the south side in 
and around an inn called La Belle Alliance. The two 
sides met all over the valley at various times during 
the battle that involved about 300, 000 men and 
resulted in about 40,000 casualties from the main 
battle alone. There was another very good museum 
on site with a huge range of displays representing 
all sides of the battle; it also had a wide-angle 
theatre presentation in 3D, which was just fantastic 
and the highlight of all the exhibits. The area also 
featured the famous La Butte du Lion which was a 

steep hill topped with a statue of a lion built by the 
Dutch in memory of their part in the battle. 

The final museum was in a group of historical 
farm houses around Mont St Jean which was 
the makeshift hospital during the various battles 
where the wounded soldiers took their chances 
at the hands of some primitive efforts at wound 
treatment and operations; the museum is dedicated 
to the medical staff who worked in the hospital and 
featured the various instruments of the period. This 
museum is also an operating beer brewery that still 
produces some pretty good product! 

Rome was the final destination for the author and 
stayed in a boutique hotel called Domus Australia 
near the main rail station. It was a very good choice 
of accommodation and also the current home of 
Mons John Boyle from Castle Hill Parish who is the 
priest-in-residence. Father John Boyle has been 
involved in a number of recent services for both 
Castle Hill and Parramatta sub-Branches.

In conclusion – the whole tour was a hectic but 
sobering experience when remembering all those 
losses that occurred in World War 1. It is staggering 
to consider but there are over 600 military 
cemeteries in the adjacent regions of northern 
France and southern Belgium. 

Having been there on the ground it is now a little 
easier to understand and appreciate what the men 
and women of Australia and indeed all the countries 
involved in the War, went through for their families 
and respective countries.

“We will remember them!” 

 Brian Walters 
2 June 2018  
(Copyright)  
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THE IMMORTAL REGIMENT – Jim Wilson

The Castle Hill RSL sub-Branch Tour of France 
& Belgium – April to May 2018

Brown paper tablecloths, cold Kronenbourg beer 
and good friends at a side walk café. This café 
at the base of the Eiffel Tower for an evening 
meal was no better way to start our centenary 
commemorations to the battlefields of The Western 
Front of World War 1.

Paris through the eyes of our marvellous 
and extremely knowledgeable guide Bernard 
Hahusseau was a real eye-opener for our first three 
days in Europe. This city, in such a strategic location 
in Europe has been the centre of wars long before 
Roman times. In more recent years, it was easy to 
imagine armed German troops parading down The 
Champs Elysees, strolling down the boulevards,  
or sitting at the numerous cafes enjoying coffee  
and croissants. 

On day 6, we started the battlefields experience. 
Our Guild of Battlefields guide, Mr John Hamill 
MBE, an ex-British Army officer, was very well 
qualified and had prepared our tour aimed mostly 
at the Australian involvement in the French and 
Belgium fields of action. 

First stop was in Ovillers la Boisselie to see the 
massive Lochnagar crater, dug and blown by the 
Brits early in the war: 100 metres wide by 30 metres 
deep. Then onto Pozieres where our Australian 1st 
Division received its baptism of fire, literally. We 
also paused at the Tank Memorial where tanks saw 
action in a war zone for the first time. 

Along the way we paid respects to our Canadian 
comrades at the Park of Newfoundland Memorial, 
with its impressive stature of a stag with massive 
antlers and rebuilt trench layout.

ANZAC Day 25 April 2018. This was a Dawn 
Service experience none of us will ever forget. A 
very early start to the cold and windy day was had. 
How appropriate the weather was, as this is the 
weather our diggers endured exactly 100 years 
ago when they stopped the German advance. This 
advance would probably have allowed them to get 
to Amiens, the coast and possibly opened the door 
to Paris. 

There were 8,000 people registered for the Villers-
Bretonneux service at the Australian National 
Memorial site. Three of our members had the 
honour of placing a wreath on behalf of our sub-
Branch, along with the numerous other official and 
private wreaths. Unfortunately, we were unable to 
see the new memorial museum, but did have a brief 
look at some of the Australian graves at our main 
memorial park in France. 

One of our members found the name of a relative 
on the Memorial Wall to those men with no known 
grave. How sad this was, but he was not forgotten 
by a relative so many years later. 

I found it very deeply sad to read on many 
gravestones,

“An Australian Soldier Known Unto God” 

It was here that I placed a poppy, a marker, and 
Australian flag in memory of two of my Vietnam War 
mates. I even wore my W Coy RNZIR baseball type 
cap as a small mark of remembrance to our New 
Zealand comrades. 

The age of so many men killed is heart- wrenching; 
family men, fathers, fiancés, brothers, sons, mates 
taken, never to be replaced. We know that some 
of these men were never mentioned by their family 
again, later generations had a great deal of trouble 
researching the life and death of that member. Yet 
other families almost venerated their lost member. 
So very deeply saddening. 

Amiens Cathedral – what a magnificent place  
of worship in the Gothic style of architecture - so 
well known by our Australian and New Zealand 
WW1 troops and medical staffs. We were told 
that over 3,500 churches were either destroyed of 
damaged during this war. Our Australian and New 
Zealand forces are honoured in this cathedral.  
The work of restoring Amiens Cathedral is a credit 
to all concerned.

We journeyed on to Bullecourt, paid respects at our 
Aussie Digger Memorial, then onto the Canadian 
National Memorial at the infamous Vimy Ridge. All 
of us were awestruck by this magnificent structure 
to our Canadian “cousins” who paid such a high 
price during this war. 
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Fromelles and the Australian cemetery at VC 
Corner were poignant stops for us: again, respects 
were paid to our fallen men. This area saw our 
troops fresh to Europe, thrown into the fight for  
their first battle on the Western Front, totally 
unprepared for the conditions they faced under 
senior British leadership.

At last we made it across the border to Ypres in 
Belgium, in the footsteps of our WW1 fighting force 
to their most northerly battlefields of horrors. It was 
in this area that some of the heaviest fighting of 
the war occurred. Along with our comrades from 
New Zealand, Canada and other components of 
the British forces, fighting of unbelievable ferocity 
took place. The Ypres Salient is where our country’s 
forces were thrown at various times from 1916 
to 1918. Many books have been written about 
Passchendaele as it’s also known by. “Hell on earth” 
is one description given of this place.

One memorial we stopped at was the Ireland Peace 
Park. One of the plaques reads in part “…. a symbol 
of reconciliation and in memory of all those from the 
island of Ireland who died in the First World War….” 
So very touching from a country that has suffered its 
own difficult history.

Hoogee Crater Cemetery, Hill 60, 5th Australian 
Division Memorial in Polygon Wood, Ploegsteert 
British Memorial were locations we stopped at and 
again had our hearts almost bleeding for the pain 
suffered at these places. 

Please, let us not forget the suffering of the 
opposing forces. We visited some of the simple 
German cemeteries on our visit and paid our 
respects. Very touching to see a Jewish German 
soldier’s specially marked grave between two 
ordinary German soldiers’ graves. Their families 
also suffered as much as our own people did. If you 
read the book, “All Quiet on the Western Front” by 
Erich Remarque, you’ll get an insight into this war 
from the perspective of a front line German soldier – 
highly recommended. 

Tyne Cot is the largest British Commonwealth 
War Cemetery on the Western Front. It was here 
that a couple from our group placed a poppy in 
remembrance of a fallen relative who also has not 
been forgotten more than a century later.

Just north of Ypres is the Essex Farm Cemetery, 
one of the Casualty Clearing Stations and location 
of the grave of Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. 
John McCrae is the author of one of the most 
well-known poems of WW1, “In Flanders Fields”, 
originally written in May of 1915. One can only be 
deeply moved as we looked into the bunkers used 
by the Canadian Medical Corps, then view the 
graves nearby of those troops who did survive their 
stay at this CCS. I couldn’t resist the temptation to 
purchase the book “John McCrae Beyond Flanders 
Fields” by Susan Raby-Dunne. I’ll do a book review 
at a later date; another compulsive read for any 
person with an interest in the Western Front.

It’s appropriate to end this part of the article with a 
few lines about the Menin Gate Service at Ypres. 
Here there are the names of 58,000 soldiers with no 
known grave inscribed on its walls. The name of a 
fallen relative of one of our group was found here. 
A poppy and Australian flag was placed and three 
of us bowed our head and recited The Ode as a 
special mark of respect and remembrance to him.

Each night since 1920 local traffic is stopped and a 
Belgium band of buglers play The Last Post, except 
obviously for the war years of WW2 when the 
German army was in occupation. The night we were 
there, sailors from HMS Victory formed a Guard 
of Honour and a local brass band played a couple 
of suitable tunes. A few words were said by some 
dignitaries, and wreaths laid by people registered to 
do so. The Last Post and Reveille were played by 
four buglers and the British sailors marched off. A 
beautiful and very professional service. This service 
was a very fitting end to the Centenary of ANZAC 
Commemoration for our tour of The Western Front.

Some of our readers may ask where the heading 
for this article, The Immortal Regiment, came from. 



29

Well, four of our group did a Baltic Sea cruise later, 
and in Saint Petersburg a local tour guide told us 
that this is what the Russians call their county’s 
victims of war. What an excellent way to describe 
and honour our men and women killed defending 
our country, democracy and way of life. 

This article is not meant to be a full tour guide of 
our trip. They are my own thoughts and feelings 
randomly jotted down of a very moving visit to The 
Western Front. We wished to honour our men and 
women killed and maimed, particularly during World 
War 1, then in later wars.

Should our sub-Branch members have the 
opportunity to participate in any future visit to places 
of significance to us, as serving and ex serving 
members of our armed forces, I highly recommend 
that you do so. You will form a sense of camaraderie 
and friendship with veterans and their families of 
similar experiences and views. 

Jim Wilson

INVICTUS GAMES 2018
On the morning of 15 June, the RSL Club with the 
support of our sub-Branch, hosted a breakfast as 
part of the Australia-wide launch of Invictus Games 
Sydney 2018. Approximately 330 people attended 
a very professional, informative, and at times 
emotional presentation.

Warren Glenny, Club President opened the function 
and welcomed people to the breakfast, with 
Brigadier Phillip Bridie, sub-Branch President, giving 
an insight into the risks faced by our current serving 
military personnel and the price they sometimes pay.

Children from local schools performed a drum  
recital to kick things off with a bang and this was 
followed by a recitation of the Invictus poem 
and then two youth testimonials on service, 
perseverance, and commitment.

A moving talk was then given by Curtis McGrath 
OAM, a Paralympic Games gold medallist and 2018 
Invictus Games Ambassador. Curtis lost both his 
legs to an IED in Afghanistan. 

A panel discussion followed, chaired by TV 
personality and the MC, Bill Woods with Patrick 
Kidd, the CEO of Invictus Games Sydney 2018, 
Adrian Talbot, Executive Manager Homes for Heroes 
and Ed Jenkins, Rugby 7’s Australian Ambassador.

The passion, enthusiasm and commitment by all 
these speakers will serve to ensure that Invictus 
Games Sydney 2018 in Sydney is a huge success. 
Your sub-Branch has provided $55,000 towards the 
success of the games. Donations are sought and 
are welcomed. Donations are tax deductable.

I encourage all members, their partners and friends 
to put a day aside during the week of 20-27 October 
to attend as many events as they can to cheer all 
the participants along. 

Your sub-Branch has booked a bus to attend the 
Closing Ceremony on 27 October, but all seats are 
now booked.

Phill Evenden 
Chair – Grants Committee
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37 SQUADRON – David Cronan

HISTORICAL SNAPSHOT OF No. 37 SQUADRON 
RAAF 

Recently I was sent images by a former Air Force 
colleague that showed the writer, and fellow crew 
members, celebrating an important milestone in 
Lockheed C130 Hercules operations. The date was 
4 March 1988. The aircraft was returning from a 
task from Amberley, QLD. 

Little did we know that this flight was to tick over 
200,000 accident-free flying hours for the C130E 
aircraft. These images sparked an interest in telling 
more about the Squadron that has served the 
RAAF, and the nation, for many decades.

As a direct result of Australia’s participation in 
South East Asia in the early 1960s, the government 
decide to purchase 12 additional C130 aircraft to 
complement the original dozen C130A aircraft that 
came into service in 1958, with 36 Squadron. These 
additional aircraft were to be the ‘E Model’, which 
could fly longer distances, carry more payload, and 
in marginally better comfort (especially operating in 
aeromedical configuration).

Enter 37 Squadron, which had started its days 
during World War Two as a strategic air transport 
squadron based in Laverton VIC. The year was 
1943 and the first aircraft operated by the squadron 
was the Lockheed C-60 Lodestar. 

In early 1944 the Lodestar was joined by the 
Douglas C-47 Dakota bringing the total aircraft 
strength to 16 (seven C-60, nine C-47).

Detachments were established at Parafield SA, and 
Merauke, in the Dutch East Indies. The Squadron 
conducted tasking throughout much of mainland 
Australia, and the region to our north. Following 
the end of hostilities, 37 Squadron was tasked 
with repatriating prisoners of war from Singapore 
to Australia. In July 1946 the squadron moved to 
RAAF Station Schofields, NSW, which later became 
HMAS Nirimba. 

By September 1946, 37 Squadron established a 
regular courier service to Japan in support of the 
British Commonwealth Occupation Force. Through 
family connections I met a former RAAF pilot by the 
name of Eric Poppelwell. Eric flew Dakotas during 
this period and he told me many stories about these 
flights to and from Japan. The courier services were 
often undertaken at night, and on more than one 
occasion Eric had to ‘sack’ the navigator for getting 
the crew lost over the ocean, many nautical miles 
from landing fields and running low on fuel. He and 
the crew lived to tell their tales. The squadron later 
disbanded at Schofields on 24 February 1948.

37 Squadron was re-established on 21 February 
1966 and took delivery of the first batch of Lockheed 
C130E Hercules aircraft in August of the same 
year. By February 1967 the Squadron commenced 
long-range missions in support of Australian forces 
in the Vietnam War. The Squadron continued these 
missions until the last Australian forces pulled out of 
Vietnam in December 1972.

The devastation unleashed by Cyclone Tracy in 
1974 saw 37 Squadron’s C130 Hercules the first 
aircraft to arrive and commence the evacuation 
of families from Darwin to southern states. This 
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operation was to continue well into 1975. Crews 
that flew these missions conducted the largest 
movement of citizens in Australia’s history. The 
same year also saw the squadron involved in 
Operation Babylift, the US led effort to evacuate the 
orphaned children of American servicemen from 
Vietnam.

The C130 aircraft and 37 Squadron personnel, 
have had long history of humanitarian aid and 
peacekeeping operations around the world. 
Natural disaster relief, and, search and rescue 
operations (later renamed search and survivor 
assistance), have been a hallmark of 37 Squadron 
airlift operations, as well as many aeromedical 
evacuations conducted over the years, in many and 
varied locations.

The Squadron moved from strategic airlift to 
medium tactical airlift with the introduction in 1999 
of the Lockheed C130J-30 aircraft. The Squadron 
also operated the C130H aircraft of 36 Squadron 
(having relocated to Amberley QLD to operate the 
Boeing C-17 Globemaster). This added inventory 
made 37 Squadron ‘the super Hercules Squadron’ 
with 24 aircraft. The C130H remained operational 
with the squadron from 2006 until the ‘H Model’ was 
retired from service in 2012.

No. 37 Squadron Honours and Awards

Gloucester Cup (formerly the Duke of Gloucester 
Cup): awarded to the most efficient squadron in the 
Royal Australian Air Force. Awarded to 37 Squadron 
on four occasions (1976, 2001, 2011 and 2013).

Meritorious Unit Citation: awarded to 37 Squadron 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List, June 2016. 
The citation reads as follows:

For sustained outstanding service in warlike 
operations throughout the Middle East Area 
of Operations over the period January 2002 
to June 2014. 37 Squadron has provided 
high tempo C130 air mobility in support 
of Operations SLIPPER, FALCONER 
and CATALYST. Under challenging 
circumstances, No 37 Squadron has 
contributed significant aid to the stabilisation 
of Iraq and Afghanistan while delivering 
direct tactical benefits to Australian and 
Coalition Forces through provision of reliable 
air logistics and aeromedical support.  

After the events of the mid 1970s, the fleet of C130 
aircraft continued to provide direct support for 
Australia’s national security and defence interests. 
37 Squadron conducted a multitude of tasks 
around the globe, including supporting Australian 
peacekeeping contingents in the Sinai (1976-1979 

and 1982-1986), Kashmir (1975-1978), Somalia 
(1993), and East Timor (1999-2000). The Squadron 
also provided support to RAN operations during 
the Gulf War of 1991 and humanitarian aid to Iran 
(2003), after a major earthquake hit the region.

From 2000 onwards, commitments to Pacific 
nations and PNG continued along with air lift 
support to peacekeeping missions in Bougainville, 
Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste. The Bali 
bombings and Indian Ocean Tsunami further added 
to the list of humanitarian support and aeromedical 
evacuations throughout Indonesia.

The Middle East Area of Operations (MEAO), saw 
37 Squadron maintain a continuous presence in the 
region for 12 years. Crews flew operational missions 
into Iraq and Afghanistan continuously from January 
2002 to June 2014. The war on terrorism continues 
to this day with C130J aircraft and crews conducting 
missions, on behalf of Australia and Coalition 
Forces, with the military intervention against ISIL.

For one who has experienced four operational 
postings to 37 Squadron over a 38-year career, I am 
proud to have served alongside some of the finest 
men and women the ADF has produced. 

My time at the Squadron covered all types of 
strategic air logistic tasking, and most tactical airlift 
operations. The aircraft has taken me to places that 
are not always peaceful, and sometimes not very 
safe, but that is the nature of the beast. 

After retiring from the RAAF as a Warrant Officer, 
in the roles of Loadmaster on C130E, C130H, and 
C130J, I had clocked-up 7,657 hours on C130 out 
of a total all-types hours of 9,834.

This year 37 Squadron will celebrate another 
milestone. The 75th Anniversary of the formation of 
37 Squadron will occur on 15 July 2018. 

The current Squadron members have planned a 
‘hangar bash’ with a 1940s theme. This function will 
attract both past and present members who have 
served with 37 Squadron. In peacetime and in war, 
aircrew and aircraft technicians, along with logistic 
support personnel, have planned and delivered on 
tasks and mission assigned to them, often punching 
above their weight - a job well done in anyone’s 
language.

The accident-free flying safety record continues. 
Prior to its retirement, the C130E clocked up 
307,000 flying hours without accident. The C130J 
has added to this tally with over 100,000 flying 
hours since its introduction to service. When 
the two C130 Hercules squadrons of 36 and 37 
are added together the figure amounts to over 
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800,000 accident free flying hours - a record that is 
recognised internationally.

Current serving RAAF members of Castle Hill RSL 
sub-Branch that have flown as aircrew on C130 
aircraft include Wing Commander Ben Christie, 
Squadron Leader Frank Di Stefano, and Warrant 

Officer Geoff Smith. David Jones, a former trustee, 
flew the original C130 ‘A Model’ with 36 Squadron. 
After David’s time in service he flew with the Civil 
Aviation Authority for many years.

David Cronan

2018 ANNUAL COMMEMORATIVE LUNCHEON
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Pension Officer’s report to the sub-Branch General 
Meeting on 12 June 2018. It is timely to give an 
overview of my activities as Pensions Officer since 
the first claim I prepared and submitted to DVA on 
26 February 2016.

Over the last 27 months I have assisted, or am in 
the process of assisting, 76 veterans/widows with 
claims on DVA. Of the claims submitted to date 
34 have been satisfactorily resolved, 19 are still 
awaiting DVA decisions with 6 having been fully or 
partially rejected by DVA. 22 claims are in the course 
of preparation for submission in due course to DVA. 
There have been appeals submitted to the VRB 
in respect of some of the issues rejected by DVA 
with one such referral having been successful to 
date – others are awaiting the appeal process. It is 
worth noting that 6 of the claims have resulted in the 
veterans concerned achieving EDA pension status.

During the past couple of years there have been 
some very significant changes in the training 
and development of Advocates – with potential 
insurance related problems highlighting the need 
for a more structured education program for 
Advocates and potential Advocates. Gone are 
the days when it was possible for individuals to 

have “on the job training” under the guidance of 
experienced individuals; with attendance from time 
to time at DVA sponsored Training and Information 
Program (TIP) Courses and with individuals being 
progressively recognised at Levels 1 through to 4 – 
with Level 4 being the highest Level.

A much more formal structure has now been 
introduced under the title “Advocacy Training 
and Development Program” (ATDP). Following 
attendance at a Workshop held last August I 
now have formal recognition at TIP 2 Level and 
with a Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL). This 
formally allows me to handle compensation and 
rehabilitation claims. (I cannot, now, act as an 
Advocate before the Veterans’ Review Board which 
requires TIP 3 Level.) It is my aim to achieve this 
Level later in the year when a Level 3 Course 
becomes available.

My reason for raising the above now is that the 
sub-Branch needs to have a mechanism in place to 
encourage one or two interested members to become 
involved in the Pensions Advocate area as part of its 
forward succession planning. The ideal would be for 
someone younger, not necessarily much younger, 
than myself to work with me over the coming months 
and years to be ready when age catches up with me 
and to then assume my current role!

An ad hoc approach will no longer work effectively.

If you have any queries regarding Pensions, my 
contact details are mobile 0427 201 541, or email 
Pensions@chrslsubbranch.org.au

Graeme Banks OAM 
Pensions Advocate 

0427 201 541

PENSIONS

We welcome back our members who travelled to 
ANZAC Ceremonies in France.

Thank you to all our members who performed 
ANZAC Services in Schools and Age Care facilities, 
I have heard glowing reports for these services. 
Your time is greatly appreciated. 

We also sent care packages to our members and 
friends overseas for ANZAC Day, full of homemade 
ANZAC Biscuits and Tim Tams, magazines, and let’s 
not forget tubes of Vegemite; these packages were 
very well received. Thank you to Jan Bennett and 
Ann O’Connor for making all the ANZAC Biscuits. 

In the last three months we have started visiting two 
more aged care facilities, Warrina in ARV Castle 

WELFARE
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Hill, and Bella Vista Gardens. We have also been 
approached to visit BUPA in Dural. 

If anyone would like to join our team of volunteers 
visiting the homes, the people in the facilities really 
enjoy our visits. Some people do not have any 
visitors as family are interstate or a long way away. 
It is as simple as having a conversation with a mate. 
Spending 2-3 hours once a week or once a fortnight 
makes a big difference in these people’s lives. It 
is preferable to visit in pairs, if a couple of mates 
would like to join us we would welcome you with 
open arms.

Our female members, wives of members and family 
members, also one of our male members have 
started making laundry/tote bags for the competitors 
in the Invictus Games to be held later this year. 
Thank you to Ann O’Connor, Julie Child, Jan 
Bennett, Merle Thorn, Wilma Naylor, Victoria Hill, 
Annette Stannard and Len Smith. Len Smith (who is 
a renowned artist) is painting Australiana on some 
of the bags, you are all doing a wonderful job.

We received a large box of poppies from Baulkham 
Hills Library, I do not know who organised the 
poppies but would like to say a big thank you to 
whoever organised this. We will be sending a letter 
of thanks. 

We also received a number of poppies from 
members’ wives, a big thank you to them as well. 
Some of the smaller poppies will be given to The 
Inner Wheel of Baulkham Hills to sell to raise money 
for the Invictus Games and some we will be using 
for Remembrance Day 11 November; a working bee 
on this to come.

If any of you youngsters out there would like to put 
your hand up to assist Graeme in the Pensions 
area, with a view to taking over somewhere down 
the track Graeme would be more than happy to 
show you the ropes.

Sadly, Vale: John Robert Holmes, Leonard Tindall, 
John Thomas Griffin, Gregor Neal McAlpine, 
Mervyn William Cummins, and Max Piermont

“Lest We Forget”

Cheryl Hill 
Welfare Supervisor 

0412 297 027

SPORTS REPORT
Editor’s Note. The Welfare Team, and other volunteering roles within the sub-Branch, are not all-consuming 
of your time so please consider joining-in in some volunteer activity. As you will see below, two of our 
Welfare Team still had the time to participate in their sporting interests.

Hawkesbury Ladies Classic success for sub-Branch Members

Lady golfers from all over Sydney competed in the 
annual “Hawkesbury Ladies Classic” contested at 
Lynwood, Richmond and Windsor Golf Clubs. The 
competition is held over three days with individual 
and team events, and the final day has an overall 
prize as well. 

Cheryl Hill, our Welfare Manager, competed in 
all three days taking out the “drive and pitch” on 
Tuesday at Windsor, and winning Division 2 and the 
teams event at Lynwood on Wednesday. The final 
day on Thursday at Richmond she won the nearest 
the pin and was also runner-up in Division 2 for the 
three days.

Ann O’Connor, Assistant Welfare Officer, also 
played the three days and had the pleasure of 
partnering Cheryl in the team event at Lynwood. 
She also won the Division 3 competition at Lynwood 
and at Richmond on the final day came in second 
runner-up in her Division and runner-up for the 
three-day event in her Division.

Annette Stannard (wife of a sub-Branch member) 
won Division 3 at Lynwood on the Wednesday.

This is an annual event very well organised by the 
three Clubs and new players are always welcome 
(contact Cheryl or Ann if interested in participating).
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Some of the volunteers who supported our ANZAC Week activities:

VOLUNTEERS
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From the Editor

Apologies all round for this (June) issue appearing 
so late in July. There are a number of reasons 
for the delay – but I won’t bore you with details. 
Instead, I hope that you’ll enjoy this mega issue that 
has a huge focus on ANZAC Week but also covers 
a number of other topics.

We still haven’t moved into our new home, but 
mobile communications enabled me to collect all the 
articles/photos from our various contributors.

Thanks to our regular contributors and special 
thanks to Brian Walters, Chris Bennett, David 
Cronan, and Jim Wilson for their contributions.

Also, recognition/acknowledgement for photographs 
to airmanaircrew.com.au, Andrew Pursey, Australian 
Department of Defence, Brian Walters, Chris 
Bennett, CHRSL Photography Club (Amelia Chen, 
Barry Clinch, Frances Gorringe, Greg Worner, Rick 
Logan, and Robert Shelberg), Colin Swindells, Greg 
Nicholls, Jan Wilson, and New Zealand Defence 
Force. I’d particularly like to thank Chris and Colin 
for covering events that I wasn’t able to attend.

One event that I did attend was the launch of the 
Primary Schools Ambassadors at the Club at the 
beginning of April. Congratulations to Dominic 
Christie (St Angela’s Public School), Jasmin 
Wong (Jasper Rd Public School), Lilly Tong (Iron 
Bark Ridge Public School), and Marley McKenzie 
(Baulkham Hills North Public School). 

The guest speaker was Invictus Games 2018 
Ambassador Adrian Talbot, a former British  
Royal Marine and now Executive Manager  
Homes for Heroes.

Thanks are also due to Brian Walters for proof-
checking and Alison Benson for sorting out the finer 
points of the graphics.

I can always take more articles and/or photos – so 
maybe you can pass on something of interest to our 
readership. Please note that the preferred format for 
reports is MS Word, whilst that for photos is JPEG 
as individual attachments. If you embed photos 
within your text it can make it difficult to retrieve the 
photos for high-quality graphics processing.

The ideal date for submissions for the September 
issue of The Veteran is end-August, so that I have a 
chance of getting the issue out in a timely manner.

Please use my sub-Branch email address editor@
chrslsubbranch.org.au to send me reports, or, call 
me on 0407 922 693 to discuss prior to submission.

Talking of email addresses and phone numbers – 
please make sure that you inform the Secretary of 
any changes to your contact details.

Let me close on the subject of the Invictus Games, 
which I think is a truly inspiring concept. I’ve already 
ordered some tickets and look forward to seeing 
competitors displaying grit and determination to 
show what they can achieve. As a dual citizen, 
British and Australian, I won’t be cheering for any 
nation I’ll just be cheering on a group of people who 
all deserve respect and admiration. Be there!

Andrew Pursey

WEBSITE: www.chrslsubbranch.org.au                        FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/ch.subbranch


