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Having had a very cold and at times wet Winter 
we can all look forward to Summer and the festive 
season. In this report I will address some of what 
your sub-Branch offers and does for you followed 
by a review of sub-Branch activities since the last 
issue of The Veteran and I will conclude with looking 
ahead from now to Christmas.

The sub-Branch offers a variety of support together 
with social and other activities to you, its members. 
The Welfare Officers through their visits to hospitals, 
age care villages and homes provide comfort and 
solace to those of you who are unwell, lonely or 
isolated. The numerous accolades that they get are 
well deserved. On your behalf I thank them for what 
they do for us.

The Pension Officers assist members with their 
claims for pensions and compensation. Progressing 
these claims takes time, patience and expertise. 
They display all these attributes and their success 
rates are very high. You can assist them to help 
you by good record-keeping and, for those of you 
who are either still serving or have recently left the 
Defence Force, contact them as soon as possible to 
start the claim’s process. 

The sub-Branch social program is second to none 
and provides day and longer trips, morning teas and 
lunches that are heavily subsidised. Other activities 
include an annual lunch and Christmas hampers for 
our War Widows/Widowers that are provided free 
and they are our way of saying thank you to them 
for the support that they have given their spouses 
during their service to this nation.

Since the last issue of The Veteran the sub-
Branch has held a commemoration service and 
several social events. On 3 August a Fromelles/
Pozières Commemoration Service was planned to 
be conducted at the Centenary of ANZAC Reserve 
followed by a morning tea at the Castle Hill RSL 
Club. Unfortunately, bad weather necessitated 
it being held at the Club. It was well attended; 
with Mike Yeo giving the address on the Battle 

of Fromelles and Brian Walters on the Battle of 
Pozières. There was plenty to talk about over 
morning tea.

The river cruise along Berowra Waters on 5 July 
was very pleasant with a good lunch. Everyone 
enjoyed a very relaxed day in good company.

The mid-year commemoration lunch was held at 
the Castle Hill RSL Club on 24 July. The theme 
for the lunch was the Vietnam War and Don Tait 
gave a presentation on Operation Toan Thanh 
(Complete Victory) and the Battle of Coral/Balmoral. 
Sub-Branch Certificates of Appreciation were 
given to community and sub-Branch members 
acknowledging what they have done for the sub-
Branch and ex-service community in the Hills. It was 
very well attended.

A morning tea was held at the Aminya Age Care 
Village on 10 September. This is a new initiative 
to allow some of our older members to share in an 
activity by the sub-Branch. Brian Walters gave a very 
interesting address on a recent visit to Vietnam that 
he and other sub-Branch members undertook. It was 
well attended by Village and sub-Branch members.

Looking ahead to Christmas there are a number of 
sub-Branch activities and they are:

•  A lunch at the Castle Hill RSL Club on 24 
September for all Life Members in the Far 
Western Metropolitan District Council area. Each 
sub-Branch in Far Western pays for their Life 
Members and partners to attend. It is a way of 
recognising what Life Members have done for 
the RSL and their sub-Branches.

•  The War Widows/Widowers lunch with 
carers held at the Castle Hill RSL Club on 25 
September.

•  Remembrance Day is to be held at the Castle Hill 
RSL Club commencing at 10.45 am. The address 
is to be given by Phillip Bridie AM.

•  On 27 November the sub-Branch Christmas 
lunch is scheduled. The Social Secretary is 
exploring several options and details will be 
provided at the October General Meeting and 
through Constant Contact. This lunch brings 
together all the sub-Branch members and their 
partners, and says thanks to our members for 
what they have done for the ex-service and local 
communities throughout the year.

•  Hampers for War Widows/ Widowers will be 
packed and delivered on 3 December.

In conclusion I hope that this edition of The Veteran 
finds you well and enjoying life.

Don Tait OAM

PRESIDENT’S  
REPORT
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Membership as reported in the March issue of The 
Veteran was still at 550 (664 in 2010 – 562 in 2014) 
as at the General Meeting of Monday 12 September. 
Membership stands at 546 active members.

In the President’s Report, Don has pretty well 
covered many aspects for 2016 up until now and 
also upcoming events. Some other Social and 
Commemorative events are coming up soon, so we 
hope to see you there.

Also mentioned at the General Meeting was that 
14 sub-Branch Members including some wives 
participated in an organised excursion to Cambodia, 
North, South and Central Vietnam, and for some a 
recovery period in Hong Kong.

Myself and my wife Doreen being part of this 
group meant that I was away for pretty much all of 
August and thanks to Chas Naylor holding the fort 
everything seems to have been OK.

On the whole this was a most enjoyable trip and it 
has cemented friendships within the sub-Branch for 
both veterans and their wives. Many stories could 
and probably will be told of this trip.

My own personal thoughts on the trip are:

•  Are the South Vietnamese better off now? The 
answer is a possible yes in some ways. South 
Vietnam has grown a lot since I was there almost 

50 years ago. I could only recognise some 
places, mainly the Presidential Palace, a small 
Church (which I visited on many occasions) 
not too far away from the Palace and maybe a 
couple of other key locations outside Saigon. I 
didn’t recognise the Airport, it had grown greatly 
and there was no sign of the defences that were 
in place when I was there last.

•  The road systems; whilst they have improved, 
the chaos with motor bikes instead of bicycles 
was worse than I remember it.

•  There is still a lot of poverty in Vietnam and the 
way ‘the not so well off’ live doesn’t seem to have 
changed very much.

•  The markets and the food was still pretty much 
the same in all respects.

•  The influence of China and Russia was  
highly visible.

Overall I am glad I went back and faced some 
............... and I think I can forget the place now and 
concentrate on the rest of my life.

Our visit to Long Tan was not as we would have 
liked but all things considered we did pay our 
respects the following day:

“Lest We Forget”
Graham E Handley MBA 

Honorary Secretary

SECRETARY’S  
REPORT
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Title:  “Captured at the Imjin River” 
The Korean War Memoirs of a Gloster. 

Author: David Green

Pages: 180 (including appendices)

A review for David’s book got my interest; I emailed 
for it and definitely was not disappointed when 
the book arrived. The modest 180 pages with 
appropriate photographs was an excellent read. 
This book was written by David Green, a 19-year 
old National Serviceman serving as a Private soldier 
with the famous British regiment, The Glosters. The 
reader is given a very frank look into the life of a 
recruit in The Glosters on the Salisbury Plains, well 
known to our WW1 Diggers. 

Of particular interest is the Glosters cap, which has 
two badges with one facing front and one facing the 
rear. The unit traces its history back to 1694, and 
in March of 1801 at Alexandria the Regiment was 
attacked front and rear; two ranks of the Regiment 
fought back to back, hence two cap badges. 

What do you know about the Korean War? If you 
know as much as I do it’d fit on the back of a 
postage stamp. The extent of my knowledge was 
that our 3 Bn RAR fought tenaciously at Kapyong 
in April 1951, receiving a US Distinguished Unit 
Citation. The author tells us that over 142,000 Allied 
troops were killed during the Korean War, mostly US 
soldiers. The First Battalion, The Gloucestershire 
Regiment, was part of the 29th British Infantry 
Brigade, which in turn became part of the 27th 
Commonwealth Brigade, our own 3 RAR Battalion 
being part of this same Brigade.  

We have some interesting and amusing reading as 
David and his mates are “blooded” in the lead up 
skirmishes and battles prior to the Imjin River Battle. 
He even finds a love interest with a local lass he was 
billeted with for a short time. I found it very useful 
having a précis to relevant chapters as to the political, 
battle plans and military formations of the chapter 
about to be read. Also, we read of the camaraderie of 
the troops. Through thick and thin; humorous times; 
difficult days and nights; the WIA and KIA of mates 
formed through those times; something we ex-service 
persons can relate to very well.

A Battle Honour for the Battalion is deservedly 
won at Hill 327. Eventually the Battalion is fighting 
overlooking the Imjin River in northern Korea. Our 
author’s best and closest mate Private Peter D Hone, 
to whom the book is dedicated, is killed while using 
very effectively his Bren light machine gun. Due to a 
stuff-up, the Battalion is left stranded and alone.

A strategic withdrawal is impossible and what is left 
of the troops are surrounded by an overwhelming 
force of the Chinese Army and forced to surrender. 
The Brigade suffered over 1,000 casualties, 25% 
of their total strength, the Battalion lost 39 KIA, 
nearly 200 WIA and 37 men escaped, being led by 
Corporal Mike Harvey. Their CO, Lt. Colonel James 
Carne received a VC and DSC (USA) for this action 
by The Glosters.

Life as a POW is very well related by David as 
we read of privations, attempted brain washing, 
concerts, punishments, food deficiencies, and 
health problems at the hands of their Chinese and 
North Korean captors. One particular incident we 
read of is when out scrounging for wood on a truck 
with their guards, a Russian Artillery anti-aircraft unit 
is spotted, something strongly denied by Russia at 
that time of the Cold War.

A question often asked as the war progressed is 
what is the purpose of this war. During our own 
Vietnam War, the same question was often asked 
– though I personally had no problem with our 
involvement in SVN.

Upon returning to England after being repatriated, 
David Green’s Company Commander, Major Walyn, 
who lost an arm during the Imjin River Battle, said 
to him “You made it Green, welcome home. Sorry 
I was unable to be with you.”  A Private soldier 
couldn’t ask for more from his OC.

I found this to be a well-written, easy to read, 
interesting book and highly recommend it to any 
person interested in the Korean War.    

Jim Wilson

BOOK REVIEW – Jim Wilson
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In May and June of this year my wife Jan and I, 
along with 28 other Australians, set off to visit parts 
of western Canada, Alaska and finishing in Seattle 
USA; a 28-day trip.

I usually like to look at any memorials we just 
happen across as we visit different places, but that 
wasn’t the aim of this trip.

On the first evening with our tour group, I met Bob 
Moore (along with his wife Clare), from Darwin. Bob 
served for 22 years in the RAN and is the recipient 
of an Admiral’s Commendation. There were also the 
widows of two Vietnam Veterans in our team.

More by accident than design, the first war memorial 
we saw was in the beautiful spacious grounds of 
the British Columbia Legislature building in the 
state capital Victoria, on Vancouver Island. What an 
impressive statue it is! A solidly built Infantryman is 
portrayed attacking the enemy in the mud and slush 
of a WW1 trench.

What really touched my heart is the wording on the 
base stone of the memorial:

 

“To our Glorious Dead 
1914 - 1919 
1939 - 1945 

Korea 1950 - 1953 
They died the noblest death a man may die, 

Fighting for God and Right & Liberty 
And such a death is Immortality.”

After Vancouver, the next war memorial we spotted 
was in the small village of Lillooet.  The Legion club 
had some small plaques on an outside wall. The next 
memorial I found was in Banff, on Banff Ave, outside 
their Legion club. They had the Canadian and 
Province flags flying overlooking the beautiful Bow 
River, again the wording sprung to life as it were:

“They will never know the beauty of this place,  
see the seasons change, enjoy nature’s chorus.  
All we enjoy we owe to them, men and women  
who lie buried in the earth of foreign lands and  

in the seven seas.

Dedicated to the memory of Canadians who died 
overseas in the service of their country and so 

preserved our heritage.”

Regrettably, while not specifically looking for war 
memorials and the limited amount time we had, and 
the small part of Canada we visited, these were the 
only three war memorials I saw in Canada. As we all 
know, Canadians have shed a disproportionally high 
amount of blood in the many wars they’ve been in 
and are currently involved with.

After returning to Vancouver on that wonderful train, 
the Rocky Mountaineer, we boarded a 109,000 tonne 
cruise ship to travel up the Inside Passage to Alaska.

Soon after the start of the cruise, the crew arranged a 
time for any serving and ex-service persons to meet 
in a lounge; about 25 people turned up. There, Bob 
and I were warmly greeted and chatted to various US 
service members. We met three serving US Air Force 
personnel, a Korean War Vet, US Army Vietnam Vet, 
and a US Panama Canal Force member.

In Anchorage Alaska Jan and I found, as we walked 
around the shopping area, a memorial to their First 
Nation members who served during WW2, as the 
Japanese were involved in actions that far North. 

Behind the memorial on 4th Avenue is a war 
museum staffed by volunteers. As we browsed 
around and chatted to the staff, I mentioned that 
I’d served in South Vietnam and at times worked 
with Americans on liaison jobs between US and 
Australian forces. A staff member gave me a most 
impressive medallion they give to all Alaskan 
Vietnam Veterans.

MEMORIALS TO REMEMBER  
– A visit to Western Canada, Alaska & Seattle by Jim Wilson
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Side One reads ”State of Alaska - Welcome Home” 
and has a map of Vietnam, with the flag of the 
former Republic superimposed. The reverse side 
reads ”Serving Alaska - One Veteran At A Time,” 
and features the Alaskan flag.

To say that I was deeply moved by this gesture 
would be a gross understatement. My mate Bob 
was able to go to the museum later that day and 
was also presented with one of these medallions.

The next memorial we saw was also in Anchorage. 
Bob Moore and I paid a late evening visit to the site. 
You’ve got to give it to the Yanks, they sure know 
how to do it when they set their mind to it. On 1 
Street, between 9th and 10th Avenue stands a most 
impressive war memorial featuring many plinths. 
These depict the various Arms of their forces and 
wars the US has been involved in over many years.

The Americans were preparing for their 
Commemoration Services (Veterans Day) a couple of 
days later, so all was spick and span. We were very 
moved as we slowly walked around the memorial 
and read the appropriate words on the plaques. 

Could it get any better? Oh yes, the best was yet to 
come; in Denali National Park.  Our Tour Director, 
the very efficient and helpful Ms Caterina Armeni 
“conspired” with our coach driver (Mr Michael 
Pankron) who was very empathetic to Bob and me 
for us to be taken to a very special war memorial in 
the incredibly beautiful Denali National Park. With 
magnificent views of Mt. McKinley, (Denali), the 
highest mountain in North America at 6,194 metres, 
are memorial columns dedicated to US Army, Navy, 
Air Force and smaller forces their countrymen have 
served in. Needless to say, Bob, Michael and I had 
photographs taken as permanent reminders of our 
visit. Our sincere thanks go to Caterina and Michael.

The next memorial I was able to visit was at 
Fairbanks, just below the Arctic Circle on the 
Tanana River. Tucked among the trees along the 
riverbank stands a most impressive memorial of 
two airman kitted out for Arctic flying. Along the way, 
at various locations in Alaska, we saw numerous 
memorials to lost submarines, aircraft crashes and 
military persons of note.

It was then off to Seattle for a couple of days R&R 
before flying home. Described by a local as being a 
“small memorial” on 2nd Ave; this memorial has to be 
seen to be believed. The Garden of Remembrance 
with a bubbling pool along the front, has long 
black granite type walls about 1.5 metres high and 
approximately 8 metres long. It is engraved with the 
names of some of the countries Americans have 
fought in; along with the names of men and women 
who served there.

As a matter of interest, three full panels have 
engraved the names of Vietnam Veterans.  It was 
very touching to see wreaths mounted on easels 
along the front of the memorial.

The most impressive part of viewing the war 
memorials and chatting to both Canadians and 
Americans as we travelled around, when it became 
known that we were veterans ourselves, was a 
regular statement: 

“Thank you for serving” 

Jim Wilson
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Members would be aware that your sub-Branch 
supports a Gym programme for its members, 
operating out of the C2K Gym.

We meet twice a week on Mondays and Thursdays 
at 1.30pm for new members. Fun, Friendship and 
Fitness are the themes of the programme and the 
basis of all sessions.

All classes are supervised by a qualified 
instructress, Alma Weber, who has been with us 
since day one, over 13 years ago.

A photo attached to this entry shows the Team 
splendidly dressed in our new Soldier-On gym shirts. 
These shirts were purchased to support a veteran’s 
care group as well as show our unity as a group.

To anyone thinking of joining the programme, we do 
have vacancies and you are most welcome to contact 
me or pull me aside at a General Meeting and I would 
be happy to provide you with the details required for 
joining us. A doctor’s certificate is required to confirm 
your ability to undertake an exercise programme. You 
don’t have to be fit to start the programme, you work 
at a pace suitable to yourself.

I hope to hear from you.

Phill Evenden 
Gym Coordinator 

0413 715 62

HEARTMOVES GYM GROUP

The Castle Day Club is a joint venture between the 
Department of Veteran’s Affairs and the Castle Hill 
RSL sub-Branch. It is a community-based, weekly 
program for older people in the community.

It is open to both Veterans and non-Veterans who 
may be socially isolated due to age and/or frailty. 
It is not a therapy program but is one that offers 
a range of stimulating activities, is financially 
independent and is a not-for-profit organisation, 
organised by Volunteers with an elected Co-
ordinator (Jenny Kington) who oversees the 
activities, the operation and the conduct of the Club.

Our Day Club Co-ordinator is assisted by an elected 
Assistant Co-ordinator (Bill Driver) and an elected 
Administrator (Chas Naylor) who also presents 
a monthly Newsletter to keep all Members up-

to-date with the month’s Program/Activities. Our 
activities include gentle exercises, quizzes, games, 
entertainment and guest speakers. We have 
Volunteers who work very hard in the on-site kitchen 
to provide “nibblies” for morning tea and a two-
course hot lunch. All this for a nominal charge of $6 
per head per week of attendance.

Our Day Club officially commenced operations in 
August 2005 but there was much effort put in by a 
small band of sub-Branch Members initiated by Mike 
Lee and led by Don Tait, to arrive at that position. 
Firstly, a Community Forum in late 2004 was held to 
decide if there was a place for a Day Club in the Hills 
District. With a decision confirmed, an Agreement 
was eventually signed dated 14 February 2005 
between the Day Club and the Uniting Church in 
Showground Road, Castle Hill for the activity.

THE CASTLE DAY CLUB – A Brief History – Chas Naylor
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We are exceedingly grateful to our sub-Branch for 
their annual assistance donation which is currently 
$5,000. We will be celebrating our 12th birthday on 8 
August 2017. 

On a good day, we have around 45 to 48 Members 
in attendance, which is an optimum level for 
financial stability but a few more regular attendees 
would be improve this position still further.

If any sub-Branch Member knows of any person in 
our community who could benefit from the program 
as outlined above, please give them my telephone 
number which is 9836 1444 or 0414 927 171 so that 
they may obtain fuller details.

There is a huge personal payback in volunteering. 
We currently have five Volunteers with more than 
10 years’ service, ten with 5 years and other newer 
Volunteers with more than one years’ service. 

I would like to finish this brief with a story about four 
people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and 
Nobody. There was an important job to be done 
and Everybody was sure that Somebody would 
do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did 
it. Somebody got angry about that because it was 
Everybody’s job. Everybody thought that Anybody 
could do it, but Nobody realised that Everybody 
wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed 
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could 
have done.

Chas Naylor

We have had a busy few months at the Day Club 
with plenty of activities and entertainment for our 
members. In June we had a talk about the training 
of dogs to assist the hearing impaired and enjoyed 
Faye Yarroll’s story “The Gift of Hearing” about life 
with cochlear implants. At our Xmas in July lunch 
Barry Russ told us some amazing stories of his 
life as an apprentice chef. Then in August we were 
entertained by two of the Village Singers and many 
of our members were up on the floor having an old 
time dance.

We celebrated the 11th Birthday of our Club with a 
barbecue and then a huge birthday cake and were 
joined by our patron Warren Glenny and our new 
Community Support Adviser Maryanne Steinman 
from the DVA as well as our Area Co-ordinator 
Margaret Waddell. All members were presented with 
a Day Club badge and our volunteer Warren Fallon 
received his 10-year service badge. Two of our 
volunteers attended the Refresher Training course 
at the RSL Club in Blacktown and in September is 
the Annual RSL Day Club Conference to enthuse us 
with some new ideas for our Day Club program.

We have been pleased to welcome 6 new members 
to our Club recently due in part to increased 
advertising in our local papers but mostly from 
members and volunteers “word of mouth“ sharing. 
We enjoy a program of gentle exercises, quizzes, 
card and other board games, and, with morning tea 
and a two-course lunch it makes for a great day out.

Further information about the Club can be obtained 
from Bill Driver on 0413 455 526 or myself, Jenny 
Kington, on 0420 440 095.

Jenny Kington – Day Club Coordinator

DAY CLUB
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE BATTLES OF  
FROMELLES & POZIÈRES
On 3 August a Fromelles/Pozières Commemoration Service was planned to be conducted at the Centenary 
of ANZAC Reserve followed by a morning tea at the Castle Hill RSL Club. Unfortunately, bad weather 
necessitated it being held at the Club.

The Service was led by sub-Branch President Don Tait; we had a bugler present and wreaths were laid 
by one of our High School Ambassadors, sub-Branch members and Warren Glenny in his capacity as 
President of Castle Hill RSL.

Mike Yeo gave the address on the Battle of Fromelles and Brian Walters on the Battle of Pozières.

An English General, Richard Haking, a close 
friend of General Haig, had conceived the idea of 
attacking the Germans near Fromelles, causing a 
diversion that would divert German resources away 
from the Somme.

He believed this as a bible truth that attacking 
forces would always overwhelm defensive ones and 
he was determined to attack Fromelles.

On 13 July General McCay, the Commander of the 
Australian 5th Division was informed that his division 
would be loaned to Haking for the attack along with 
the 61st British Division.

When you read the accounts of Fromelles; the 
ones written by the generals, the historians and 
the soldiers, it is hard to understand why the 
attack ever went ahead at all. The planning for it 
wandered through five different scenarios, it was 
postponed due to weather and ultimately General 
Headquarters opposed it. Then you realise that 
there were two reasons. 

The first is Haking’s sheer bloody mindedness and 
military incompetence. 

He wanted to see his plan executed and damn the 
consequences.

The second reason is that no one who could have, 
said NO  
NO to Haking,  
NO to the whole senseless idea,  
NO to wasting men to satisfy a dubious goal and 
one man’s strange convictions

So then you get angry, but there is more to  
this story.

The British 61st Division was weak in numbers  
and not ready for this battle but still the battle went 
ahead on the 19 July, attacking entrenched  
German positions.

By the next day, there were 5,533 Australian 
casualties including 2,000 dead. A bloodbath that 

BATTLE OF FROMELLES – Mike Yeo
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is described by the AWM as the worst 24 hours in 
Australian Military History.

Haking did not have enough artillery to prepare the 
way for the infantry –  
BUT still the attack went ahead.

The no-man’s land the soldiers had to cross was 
twice the length recommend by GHQ – BUT the 
attack still went ahead.

The 5th Division had been in France for ten days and 
were under prepared and Haking, the General who 
trusted in attack had launched two similar actions 
only a month before, both ending in disaster and 
great loss of life BUT the attack still went ahead. 

General Haig cabled his congratulations to the 
commanding officers:

“Please convey to the troops engaged last night my 
appreciation of their gallant efforts and of the careful 
and thorough preparation for it.

I wish them to realise that their enterprise has not 
been by any means in vain and the gallantry with 
which they carried out the attack is fully recognised.”

Except that it was in vain! 

Captured papers taken from an Allied prisoner told 
the Germans all they needed to know that it was 
a feint. No German resources were diverted to 
Fromelles from the Somme.

The official communiqué released from GHQ for the 
battle of Fromelles reads as follows:

“Yesterday evening, south of Armentieres, we 
carried out some very important raids on a front of 
2 miles in which Australian troops took part. About 
140 German prisoners were captured.”

So 5,533 Australian casualties equates to 
“Australian troops took part”! 

But the greatest insult came from the pen of 
General Haking. He blamed the inexperience and 
lack of training of the Australians as well as his  
own troops: 

“With two trained divisions, the position would have 
been a gift after the artillery bombardment.”

Fourteen years later, Brigadier-General Pompey 
Elliott, who commanded the 15th Brigade at 
Fromelles, gave a lecture at an RSL in Canberra.

During it he said: 

“The whole operation was so incredibly 
blundered from beginning to end that it is almost 
incomprehensible how the British staff, who were 
responsible for it could have consisted of trained 

professional soldiers of considerable reputation and 
experience and why, in view of the outcome of this 
extraordinary adventure, any of them were retained 
in active command.”

Why indeed?
Corporal George Faulkner a fruiter from Bundaberg 
was 31 when he reenlisted. On 19 July, at 
Fromelles, he took position as an Ambulance man:

“At 1pm our Artillery started – talk about hell let 
loose. Shrapnel bursting all around. We have a dug-
out near a battery where we duck to - when it gets 
too hot.”

German artillery fell amongst the Australians even 
before they reached their front line. They were 
torn apart, the shells mutilating them. They died 
helplessly where they stood and then their own 
artillery fell short on top of them and added to the 
death toll.  By 8 the next morning, it was all over.

The wounded lay everywhere. The trenches were 
filled and the motor ambulances were in constant 
motion ferrying men to hospitals. But the cruellest 
scenes were in no-man’s land. 

Australian soldiers lay out there in full view of 
their mates and the stretcher bearers, raising their 
arms weakly, turning hopelessly from side to side, 
moaning and calling for water, their mates or  
their mother.

After Fromelles, the 5th Division was relieved of all 
fighting duties. They were devastated and it would 
be months before they were an efficient force again.

So this was Australia’s first major battle on the 
Western Front:

A Tragedy 
A Disaster 
A Calamity 

A Catastrophe 
A Devastation.

All that and more and you could add: 
UNFORGIVABLE

“LEST WE FORGET”

(Author’s note.  The author acknowledges the use 
of the following reference books: 
- “The Unknown Anzacs” – Michael Caulfield 
- “Fromelles & Pozières” – Peter FitzSimons)

Mike Yeo
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Introduction
The Castle Hill RSL sub-Branch commemorated the 
centenary of two famous World War One (WW1) 
battles in early August 2016 – Fromelles and 
Pozières. It seems that Fromelles was the forgotten 
battle of WW1 for the understandable reason that it 
was seen as a failure.

On the other hand, the battle for Pozières was seen 
as a victory and is generally remembered by the 
Australian public. What should not be forgotten was 
the huge cost in casualties in both battles.

Pozières has some personal connections for the 
author. First, he actually visited there in January 
1995, as probably a few of the readers have done 
as well. Second, he was part of the 2nd Division 
during his army service as were a lot of Castle Hill 
locals including the Chairman of Castle Hill RSL 
Club, Major-General (Retd) Warren Glenny, who 
was a former Commanding Officer (CO) of the 
Division in more recent years.    

The 2nd Division Memorial in Pozières in 1917 is shown above - 
note the flat country.

Summary of the Campaign
The battle for Pozières was not the first action for 
Australian soldiers on the Western Front in Northern 
France during WW1 but it was certainly the first 
major campaign that involved most of the two 
ANZAC Corps.

The main actions took place from 23 July to 5 
September 1916 – a total of 44 days. Pozières 
village was part of the fortified German front line 
in the French region of Picardie. It was part of the 
wider Somme Offensive by the British 4th Army so it 
was not solely an Australian action as other (mainly) 
British units were involved.

 Australian Divisions involved were the 1st, 2nd and 
4th although not all at the same time; they were part 
of the I ANZAC Corps (1st & 2nd Divs) and II ANZAC 
Corps (4th & 5th Divs). The 5th Division was spared 
after its horrendous losses suffered just a few 

weeks earlier at Fromelles.

Generally, any actions were fought on a one 
Division front so the soldiers got rotated in and out 
of the front line. There was a mixture of experience 
in the Divisions but most were not battle-hardened, 
with the 2nd Division considered very “green” having 
been formed after the early Gallipoli Campaign.

The British 41st Division was the other main 
participant, especially for the initial action in July 
but very few other services were involved – the 
Australian Air Corps was in its infancy and, given 
the location, there was no Navy involvement at all!

Pozières village was the main objective but the 
secondary ones included the Windmill (French – the 
Moulin), the German trenches on the Ridge and 
Mouquet Farm. All were reached during the course 
of the campaign except the last one which was to 
take a bigger and refreshed push by the British later 
in the War. While the gains were seen as relatively 
small, they were held for the next two years and 
became an important staging area for the Allied 
Offensive in the spring of 1918.

Total Australian casualties were horrendous at 
about 23,000 with about 6,700 deaths – the highest 
for any single period of the whole of WWI; more 
than half resulted from artillery fire. The German 
casualties do not get much mention but must 
have been considerable with at least one Division 
decimated in the first few days.

Obviously there are a lot of men involved with the 
two Army Corps but the various COs were:
-  I ANZAC Corps was Lieutenant-General 

William Birdwood - said to be “popular with the 
Australians”;

-  II ANZAC Corps was Lieutenant-General 
Alexander Godley, who was not so popular after 
Gallipoli;

-  1st Division was Major-General Harold Walker – a 
veteran of the Gallipoli Campaign;

-  2nd Division was Major-General James Legge – the 
New South Wales (NSW) division;

-  4th Division was Major-General Herbert Cox - this 
division had a mix of veterans and new recruits.

The other famous WW1 name who was absent was 
Major-General John Monash, as he was organising 
the training of the 3rd Division in England as their 
newly promoted CO. 

Role of the 2nd Division
The 2nd Division was described as the NSW or 
Sydney division because of the large number of 
soldiers from that State. Their CO, Major-General 

BATTLE OF POZIÈRES – Brian Walters
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Legge, was a graduate of Sydney University (Arts/
Law graduate). The Brigade Commanders were 
Brigadier-Generals William Holmes (5th), John 
Gellibrand (6th) and John Paton (7th). These senior 
officers were a mixture of regular and militia officers 
most with Boer War (1899 -1902) experience.

Plenty of examples of various streets and roads 
with these names! Of course, the Divisional 
Headquarters are still based in Sydney.

The Division was formed in Egypt in July 1915 
but did not see action at Gallipoli before getting 
transferred to France in early 1916. Their 20th 
Battalion actually suffered the first Australian 
casualties on the Western Front on 6 May 1916. 
Pozières was their first major action and probably 
due to their lack of combat experience, they 
suffered the most of the ANZAC divisions with about 
8,100 casualties.  

Some Aussie Diggers
A lot of the ordinary diggers were heavily involved 
and generally anonymous but numerically, more 
Privates get wounded or killed than Generals! 

But there were two outstanding Australian soldiers 
involved who became household names – Albert 
Jacka and Harry Murray. Both were part of the same 
4th Brigade (4th Division).

Albert Jacka’s reputation was made at Gallipoli 
where he won a Victoria Cross (VC). By the time of 
this Campaign he was a Second Lieutenant in the 
14th Battalion – he went on to win a Military Cross 
(MC) for an action on 7 August. He got a bar to 
his MC later in the war and there was speculation 
by the official war historian, Charles Bean, that he 
should have got a second VC at least!

Harry Murray was Australia’s most decorated WW1 
veteran. He won a Distinguished Conduct Medal 
(DCM) at Gallipoli and was wounded twice.  He 
transferred with his 13th Battalion to France and by 
the time of the Pozières campaign, he had been 
promoted to Captain. During the fighting, he won a 
Distinguished Service Order (DSO) in mid-August 
at Mouquet Farm. Later in the war he won a VC at 
Stormy Trench (Feb 1917) and several Mentions in 
Despatches (MID). After the war he settled down 
on a rural property in Far North Queensland and 
eventually volunteered again in WW2. According 
to one of these later veterans who served with him 
during this period he was a larger-than-life character 
who retained the affectionate nom-du-guerre of 
“Mad Harry” because of his military exploits on the 
Western Front. A photo of the then Major Harry 
Murray with his VC ribbon is shown below.

Earlier I have described General Birdwood as being 
popular with the ordinary diggers – he tested his 
popularity with the men of the 1st Brigade who had 
been pulled out of the front line after the first hectic 
days having suffered terrible casualties. According 
to the Charlton book on the campaign:

“General Birdwood got quite excited about making 
an announcement and decided to speak directly to 
the soldiers – “he rubbed his hands together as if he 
was very pleased and said ‘I have some wonderful 
news for the 1st Brigade, beautiful stirring news.’ We 
wondered if we were going on six months’ spell to 
Paris or something. Then he brought out – ‘we will 
all be in a serious action again in a few days’. You 
could hear (comments) going down the line ‘you 
old bastard, etc.’. Birdwood must have heard it too 
but did not bat an eyelid. He is and looks a splendid 
soldier and knows his AIF.”

Spare some sympathy for the diggers in the ranks 
when greeted with such “good news”!

Some Personal Memories of Pozières
As a visitor to Pozières in January 1995, the author 
has his own memories of the area. First was the 
weather, it was the middle of the Northern Winter 
and a miserable day. He specifically saw the sites 
of the 1st and 2nd Division Memorials, the latter on 
the site of the former windmill (the Moulin). Access 
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was from the town of Albert as it was for the diggers 
of WWI along the old “Roman road”. The area was 
farm land; some would say good river flood plains 
– very flat and featureless even now. The so-called 
ridgeline (the high ground) was a mere 10 metres 
higher than the flats. In many ways, it was very 
reminiscent of some Australian landscapes. 

A photograph of the 1st Division Memorial in the post war period.

Castle Hill sub-Branch was fortunate to have had 
a visit from Monsieur Le Maire (Mayor) of Pozières 
when he spoke at one of the monthly meetings 

in the latter half of 2009. His name was Bernard 
Delattre and he is still the Mayor – he was recently 
(July 2016) awarded an Order of Australia Medal 
(OAM) for his role in preserving the memory of the 
Australian involvement with his village during WW1. 
He was also involved with the donation of the two 
WW1 bayonets to the sub-Branch which are now on 
display in the Memorabilia Area – thanks must go 
to sub-Branch member, David Wood, for his work in 
organising this donation.

Even now, the toll for this Campaign is still being 
extracted. Three newly found Australian soldiers 
have been recently interred at the (British) Pozières 
Cemetery which is on the outskirts of the village on 
the way to Albert.

In conclusion – Australians should not forget the 
terrible casualties of this now famous Campaign 
but they were just part of the staggering losses that 
this country suffered during the years 1914 to 1918 
whilst fighting on the other side of the world.

What is forgotten is that there were many more 
losses after 1918 that were directly related to 
war service – an estimated 60,000 for the post-
war period up to 1932. This even extended to the 
highest ranks with both Major-General Pompey 
Elliott (5th Division) and General Sir John Monash 
having lives shortened by the enormous stresses  
of leadership.

“LEST WE FORGET”

(Author’s note. The author acknowledges the use 
of the following reference books and photographs: 
- “Australians on the Somme – Pozières 1916”, 
Peter CHARLTON (1986); 
- “The Great War” Les CARLYON (2006); 
- The three photographs are from the collection of 
the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.)

© Brian Walters
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As will be seen on other pages of this publication, a 
group of members and partners have just returned 
from a fabulous tour of Cambodia and Vietnam.

Our Christmas lunch is on Sunday 27 November 
2016.  To the sub-Branch members who haven’t 
booked, I encourage you to do so as it should be a 
great afternoon with a three course meal with drinks 
included at a price of just $20 per head.

I am pleased to announce that we will be running a 
tour to Europe to visit the battlefields of the Western 
Front in 2018.  A highlight will be attending the 
100th anniversary commemorative service of the 
battle of Villers-Bretonneux at dawn on Anzac Day.  
Included in this tour will be sufficient time in Paris 
to visit some amazing sites. It will be possible to 
extend the tour. 

At this point of time I am only taking expressions 
of interest for this tour, and those who have such 
an interest are not committed in any way until such 
time as final details and cost is known. Details are 
available at sub-Branch general meetings and on 
our webpage – www.chrslsubbranch.org.au. 

Barry Pareezer 
Social Secretary

SOCIAL SECRETARY

A morning tea was held at the Aminya Age Care Village on 10 September. This is a new initiative to allow 
some of our older members to share in an activity by the sub-Branch. Committee Members and Welfare 
Officers were present to assist with any queries regarding RSL and DVA support. Brian Walters gave a very 
interesting address on the recent visit to Vietnam that he and other sub-Branch members undertook.

SEPTEMBER MORNING TEA
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VIETNAM 1966
Barry Pareezer, Social Secretary, organised a very successful tour of Vietnam and Cambodia for a group of 
sub-Branch members and their wives.  Accounts of the trip follow from Brian Walters and Jim Wilson.  

However, before the trip reports, here are some photos (provided by Bob Auston) from HMAS Sydney at 
Vung Tau in 1966.
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When this Tour was first mentioned by the sub-
Branch Social Secretary, I thought it was a great 
idea. It fulfilled a hope that I had after joining Castle 
Hill RSL that a group of the Vietnam Veterans would 
get together and return to the country where they 
had been on active service in the 1960s and 1970s.

I am not a veteran as I turned 20 just after the 
majority of the Australian service personnel were 
withdrawn but the Vietnam War was very much 
part of my formative years. So this was literally the 
opportunity-of-a-lifetime for me and a rare privilege to 
be in the company of a number of genuine veterans.

The tour could be divided into three stages: 
Cambodia, South Vietnam and Central / North 
Vietnam. While the first stage in Cambodia was 
interesting and new to most of the group, the second 
stage around Nui Dat and Vung Tau was the main 
focus for the majority of the group. It started with 
a flight from Cambodia (Siem Reap) to Saigon on 
Sunday 14 August that arrived on time in the evening.

The Group was met by Tom (Nguyen Van Tran) who 
turned out to be a great tour guide complete with a 
real American twang in his speech; he assured us 
that while Ho Chi Minh City is the official name, it is 
still Saigon to the locals.

On the next day, Monday 15 August, the group 
went on a tour of the Mekong River Delta which 
was about a two-hour drive from Saigon. While 
this was a very active area during the War, it was 
not an area of operations for any Australian units. 
The village visited was on an island in the delta 
and was supposedly typical of a lot of rural regions; 
for instance, there were no sealed roads on the 
island. One of the army veterans commented that it 
was very reminiscent of the villages around the old 
Phuoc Thuy (province) and Nui Dat, the main area of 
operations for the Australian forces during the War.

There was also a quick visit to the War Remnants 
Museum (Saigon) which could be described as 
the victors’ side of the “American War” – it was 
thinly disguised propaganda but they had some 
fascinating exhibits ranging from an old French 
guillotine to a Chinook helicopter.

The following day, Tuesday 16 August, was meant 
to be a rest day but most took the opportunity to 
visit Saigon itself where the traffic has got to be 
seen to be believed – an organised chaos where 
crossing a street became a potentially life-changing 
challenge.  The weather continued to be hot and 
humid but the taxis were cheap.

On Wednesday 17 August, the group was 
scheduled to go down to the coastal city of Vung 
Tau which is a place every Australian soldier 

would know. But before that we visited the former 
Presidential Palace of the Republic of South 
Vietnam which was the scene of the famous 
entrance by two North Vietnamese Army (NVA) 
tanks through the front gates in April 1975. This is 
now called the Reunification Palace and was the 
most interesting place in Saigon – the luxury of 
the public and private rooms was incredible for a 
supposedly poor agricultural country.

The old Presidential Palace, Saigon – the Palace is shown in 
the left background. 

The bus trip down to Vung Tau was interesting just 
to see how close the farming lands were to the city 
with extensive paddy (rice) fields not far from the 
city outskirts. We were staying in the Imperial Hotel 
situated on the “back beach” close to the former 
site of the Peter Badcoe Club which was used for 
rest and recreation (R&R) during the War. Plenty of 
interesting stories about this town! We had dinner in 
the iconic Grand Hotel which was an Aussie bar but 
a bit changed since then. 

View of the Back Beach, Vung Tau from the Imperial Hotel.

Thursday 18 August was the highlight of the whole 
tour as we visited places such as Ba Ria, Dat Do, 
Nui Dat, Long Tan and the Long Hai Hills. It was 
also the 50th Anniversary of the Battle for Long Tan 

VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA 2016 – Brian Walters
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but more on that later.  This was still predominantly 
a rural area serviced by some larger regional towns, 
such as Ba Ria, as it was during the War.

The site of the former Australian Task Force (ATF) 
Base at Nui Dat was surprisingly large but there 
was very little physical evidence left – very much 
reclaimed by the local inhabitants and the jungle (in 
parts). SAS Hill still dominates the area although it 
has been altered by some excavation; it was named 
after the Special Air Service Squadron who claimed 
the high ground as their own.  It was a great thrill to 
be able to clamber up some fairly steep sides with 
a couple of our veterans who had been stationed 
there; the commanding view from the top justified 
the effort despite the warm conditions. 

SAS Hill, ATF Base Nui Dat.

The only other evidence of the ATF was part of the 
old Luscombe Field which was a runway that could 
land Caribou and Hercules planes – it is now a side 
street for one of the surrounding villages and still in 
good repair. This area was also adjacent to the lines 
for the various infantry battalions but absolutely no 
evidence of their former occupation. 

Luscombe Field runway, Nui Dat.

After lunch, the group visited an NVA War Memorial 
in the Long Hai Hills – an area where the ATF was 
heavily involved, that resulted in a lot of casualties 
mainly from re-located land mines.  The Memorial 
was very impressive and dominated inside by a 

statue of Ho Chi Minh as were a lot of the  
similar sites.

Also passed by “The Horseshoe” which was a 
Fire Support Base (artillery) but which has been 
extensively mined for gravel in the years since  
the War. 

Long Tan was supposed to be the highlight of the 
day with a remembrance service at the Long Tan 
Cross in mid-afternoon around the time of the 1966 
battle. In retrospect, this was going to be a difficult 
task as there are some locals who are sensitive to 
what transpired back then.

The bus was halted on the main road in Long 
Tan Village and given a briefing by the Military 
Attaché from the Australian Consulate in Hanoi – 
in essence, access was restricted and we were 
unlikely to see “The Cross” that day. In addition, it 
had been raining in the area and there were some 
passing showers – just like 1966.

There were apparently some veterans from 
the original Delta Company, 6 Royal Australian 
Regiment (RAR) but the only definite sighting was 
former Lieutenant David Sabin who was looking in 
excellent health for someone about 71.

It was decided that given the circumstances, to go 
back to Vung Tau and try again the next day.  But in 
summary – a fascinating day!

Friday 19 August was to be the last day in this part 
of Vietnam for the group and it turned into a long 
one. First stop was the Long Tan Village but the 
crowds had disappeared. Access to the Cross was 
still restricted and there were a number of rules as 
explained by some of the Australian consular staff. 
In essence be quiet, respectful and no photos. 

The Cross itself was a pretty basic one about 1.5 
metres tall with no obvious plaque; it was in an area 
about four by four metres so the restricted access 
was understandable and justified.  There were a few 
flowers and wreaths spread about but not much.

It remains a significant historical site of the Vietnam 
War especially when remembering the 18 young 
Australians who died as a result of this Battle; and 
from the Vietcong and NVA side, they lost a lot more 
than the estimated 257 left behind on the battlefield.

It was back to Ba Ria for a rest stop then on to 
Saigon and one of the best lunches we had in 
Vietnam (all for about $4). The rest of the day was 
some last-minute sightseeing including the old 
colonial Post Office before a transfer to Ton Son 
Nhut Airport for the flights to Central Vietnam and 
other destinations including Sydney via Hong Kong.

In conclusion, while Vietnam may have seemed 
strange to me in 2016, it must have seemed like 
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another planet during the time of the Vietnam War. 
Just to experience the humid weather and the 
culture gives some idea of how tough it must have 
been doing foot patrols through the jungle or any 
physical exertion at all.  

There were six Vietnam Veterans in the group, four 
Army and two Navy, and it was great to hear their 

individual stories from those years even considering 
that it must have been pretty tough for some of them. 

They were a great bunch and I repeat, it was a rare 
privilege to be in their company. 

© Brian Walters

VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA 2016 – Jim Wilson

48 Years! More than a lifetime for a large part of our 
population; that’s how long it has been since I left 
what was known as South Vietnam in 1968. 

This is a personal account of a recent visit with 
14 members of our sub-Branch to Cambodia and 
Vietnam. I can only write as I saw and experienced 
a few portions of our tour. Eight of our team were 
ex-servicemen, six of those being Vietnam Vets, two 
being ex-RAN, the four remaining men were former 
National Servicemen having served in different 
Army Corps with different roles in that war.

Included in the first three days in Siem Reap in 
Cambodia was a visit to the former Baray Choan 
Dek Pagoda.  

This is now a Memorial to the 15,000 to 20,000 
Cambodians “murdered” by the communist Khmer 
Rouge, at this pagoda. Here we had that tragic war 
brought home as some of us viewed the skulls and 
other bones of a few of the victims. We saw what 

land mines and anti-personnel mines had done to 
innocent civilians; now as they tried to recover and 
rebuild their life in a rehabilitation centre.

As we flew to Saigon I had very mixed feelings of 
excitement, yet apprehension, as to what we’d be 
seeing and experiencing in Vietnam. Thoughts and 
memories of Nui Dat, Hoa Long, Dat Do, Baria, Bien 
Hoa, Vung Tau, The Horseshoe, Xuan Loc and a 
few other places occupied my thoughts during the 
flight. Tan Son Nhat airport is so different to what it 
was in the 1960s and ‘70s; no American servicemen 
nor Aussie soldiers wearing their jungle greens 
or polyesters (our army uniforms in those days), 
no military aircraft to be seen, just a very busy 
civilian place to move domestic and international 
passengers. 

It was at the airport that we met our National Guide, 
Tom (Tuan). The gods must have been smiling on 
us that day, because Tom proved to be just the man 
for a group of crazy Aussies. He did an excellent job 
which we greatly appreciated. 

One of our team, who mostly worked in Saigon, 
recognised a few places (that he admitted too 
anyway), of a former military nature of course. 
Such as former army depots, ATF HQ, Saigon Port 
wharves where supply ships such as the “Clive 
Steel” would dock, the house of the US General, 
General Mooreland, the Canberra and Caravelle 
Hotels among many others.

Whilst in Saigon we visited the Freedom Palace and 
the War Museum. All very impressive with replicas 
of tanks used by the North Vietnam army, a US F4 
jet, an APC, a UH-1 chopper so well known to Vets 
from that era, various artillery pieces and other war-
time hardware. Needless to say, there was much 
propaganda; but of course they won the war so it 
is their prerogative to do that. Personally, it didn’t 
bother me too much; just a shrug of the shoulders.

It was then time to head south – south to Vung Tau, 
about two hours’ drive from Saigon and the nearest 
surf beaches for those living in that city. I must 
admit that the further south we drove the tighter 
the knot in my stomach got as I anxiously looked 
for landmarks from the 1960s. The turn-off to Bein 
Hoa and the former American Air Base with a huge 
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PX store brought back memories of the time I spent 
working there. Then a bit further east at Xuan Loc; 
again at an American Command Post doing signals 
work with an Australian Liaison Officer.

Baria was a stop for us as we headed to Vung Tau, 
so huge compared to what it was; no semblance 
to the old days when I worked at Sector HQ during 
February and March of 1968 on liaison jobs with 
an officer and two of us Signalmen. Then on to 
Vung Tau, a place I was really looking forward to 
seeing; a sea-side town we’d get a day’s leave 
to visit occasionally. A place for a steam bath and 
massage, and almost anything else you fancied. 
Today, no hint as to what it was in our time there; 
now a very big coastal resort which also services 
the off-shore oil fields. The fabulous hotel we 
stayed in faced the Back Beach; the Front Beach is 
cleaned up and now a thriving port and tourist area. 
Their beautiful Budda Temple was “buried” among 
the housing, briefly glimpsed as we drove by. What 
surprised me most about Vungers was seeing oil rig 
platforms just offshore. Vung Tau was really good to 
see, but just another beautiful place we visited.

The night of 17 August concert staring Little Pattie 
was cancelled. 18 August dawned with high 
expectations. We drove through Hoa Long into our 
former army base at Nui Dat. Past the Lines and 
positions of the weapon pits in the rubber plantation 
that 104 Signal Squadron occupied; facing us is 
Kangaroo Heli-pad and beyond that is Nui Dat 
itself, known as “SAS Hill”. This is where four of us 
Sigs spent our first three months in Viet Nam. We 
worked at the senior radio station of the Command 
Net Voice VHF Network; a very interesting job to 
say the least. A few of our group, plus some tourists, 
climbed “SAS Hill”, scrambling around what is now 
part of a quarry.

To look towards the nearby mountains, the Nui Long 
Hai’s (if I remember correctly), and to Vung Tau, so 
well-known to us at that time, was very emotional. 
“Walking where I had walked”, remembering mates 
and events from 48 and 49 years ago brought a 

very solid lump into the throat. 

Then came the debacle of the 18 August Long 
Tan memorial service also being cancelled. 
Disappointed? Yes! Enough has been said about 
those events by people with better background 
knowledge than me. Personally, I wonder if the 
size of the service filtered down to the Long Tan 
officials and local people, and if the organisers fully 
realised what they’d taken on. We heard estimates 
that 2-3,000 New Zealanders and Australians were 
in the area for what to us is a special time. Without 
a doubt, the cross area could not have held the 
number of attendees we saw gathering for what was 
to be a 3.00pm service.

Full credit and a sincere “thank you” must go to 
the Australian Consular officials and our Military 
Attaché, who kept us informed to the best of their 
knowledge, as to what was happening. They also 
told us if we were to get to the Cross itself, what we 
were allowed to do and what not to do. 

I was also very disappointed at being unable to visit 
The Horseshoe where I’d had the honour to serve 
with W Coy of the RNZIR (Royal New Zealand 
Infantry Regiment) in January and February of 
1968, during the Tet Offensive of that year. Jan 
and I have been invited to attend a W Coy reunion 
in November of 2017 in Wellington, which we will 
gladly accept.

On the morning of 19 August, we were to return to 
Saigon by bus. A detour to Long Tan was arranged 
by our “top gun guide” Tom, just in case we could 
get to the Long Tan Cross. And it happened, nobody 
else there! We were able to drive to within about 
150 metres of the Cross. Our Australian officials 
met us, had a short talk to us and let us be: again a 
thank you to them. There, the 14 of us quietly stood 
and took in the atmosphere; remembering all we’d 
heard and read about the battle. 
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Three of us laid poppies, a symbol of sacrifice; 
quietly said The Ode and reverently and slowly did 
the RSL salute. All of our group were left to their 
own time of remembrance. For myself, I specially 
thought of a mate who was actually at that battle; I 
thought of mates I served with in Vietnam. I recalled 
the time at Fire Support Base Anderson near the 
village of Trang Bom, after the Tet offensive of 
1968; and mates who have passed away since our 
Vietnam experience.

This was, without a doubt, the most special and 
emotional experience I had on the tour.

So it was back to Saigon, more sightseeing and 
markets (NO not markets AGAIN). more scarves, 
fans, shirts, margaritas and money boxes. Then 
a flight to Danang and on to Hoi An. Something 
which surprised me around Danang airport was the 
number of former US helicopter shelters still there. 
At Hoi An we saw the incredible Japanese bridge 
which was built back in the 1800s, if not earlier.

Hanoi at last; we made it, not as POW “guests” at 
the “Hanoi Hilton”, but as tourists. This is where we 
visited some beautiful temples, pagodas and Ho 
Chi Minh’s mausoleum and former residence. As 
we walked around the mausoleum and beautifully 
presented gardens, I had mixed feelings. We’d 
fought against the Communist attempts to take 
over the South, yet I was pleased that a peace was 
achieved, but at what cost? Hoa Lo is a French 
prison built in the 1800s and housed criminals 
as well as Vietnamese who fought for their 
independence over many years. The depictions 
we saw are quite graphic as to conditions and 
punishment. It was at this infamous place that 
American air-crew shot down during the war were 
imprisoned, and Americans nick-named the prison 
the “Hanoi Hilton”. Naturally propaganda was very 
much in evidence, particularly treatment of the 
Americans, and no doubt believed by less informed 
or naïve visitors.

Let’s finish this article on a happy, high note: Ha 
Long Bay. 

WOW! What a beauty this is in the Vietnam crown. 
We cruised around a few of the magnificent islands, 
walked through an incredibly majestic limestone 
cave, and enjoyed a sea-food lunch. A visit  
to remember!

A few people have asked me what was the highlight 
of the trip. From a scenic point of view, some of 
the Cambodian Angkor temples and Ha Long Bay 
top the list for me, though there were many other 
beautiful sights to appreciate. The strengthening of 
friendships within the group was also important; and 
the leaders we had made things flow smoothly.

From a personal view-point, seeing and climbing 
SAS Hill, and seeing my old living area at Nui Dat 
was significant. 

But most important of all was the quiet time of 
reflection at Long Tan, with only our sub-Branch 
members present. 

“LEST WE FORGET”

Jim Wilson
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“WHAT YOU FIND” – A Poem

When attending an RSL funeral earlier this year a group of us were given the following poem, which struck 
all of us as a great piece:

“There is discipline in a soldier … you can see it when he walks.

There is honour in a soldier … you hear it when he talks.

There is courage in a soldier … you can see it in his eyes.

There is loyalty in a soldier … that he will not compromise.

There is something in a soldier … that makes him stand apart.

There is strength in a soldier … that beats from his heart.

A soldier isn’t a title … any man can be hired to do.

A soldier is the soul of that man … buried deep inside of you.

A soldier’s job isn’t finished … after an 8-hour day or a 40-hour week.

A soldier is always a soldier … even while he sleeps.

A soldier serves his country first … and his life is left behind.

A soldier has to sacrifice – what comes first in a civilian’s mind.

If you are a civilian – I am saying this to you …

Next time you see a soldier … remember what they do.

A soldier is the reason … our land is so carefree.

A soldier is the one that is brave … protecting you and me.

If you are a soldier – I am saying this to you ...

Thank God for every soldier … thank God for what you do!”

(Editor’s note: I have tried to find the author of this work so that I can provide appropriate recognition but 
have, thus far, been unsuccessful.

TROOPER JASON BROWN CENTRE
Trooper Jason Brown

KIA  13 AUGUST 2010: AFGHANISTAN

Members will recall that Graham Brown, a Vietnam 
Veteran and sub-Branch member and his wife Ann 
lost their only son, Jason, whilst serving with the 
SAS in Afghanistan six years ago.

Recently, the CO of the Special Air Services 
Regiment notified Graham and Ann that the Soldier 
On movement was establishing a drop-in centre 

for ex-service and serving members of the ADF in 
Perth, WA. He sought their approval for the facility 
to be named the “Trooper Jason Brown Centre”.

Graham and Ann are immensely proud that they 
and their son should receive this honour and will 
travel to Perth in late October to be the guests of 
honour at the official opening of the Centre.

Phill Evenden
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Graeme is in the process of taking over as Pensions 
Officer given the pending retirement of Ron Smith 
from this position at the March 2017 AGM. Graeme 
has provided an outline of the procedures used in 
respect of preparation of claims and related matters. 

PREPARATION OF CLAIMS
After initial contact by a veteran or widow/er in 
respect of a veteran’s claim (VEA, SRCA, or MRCA) 
or WWP claim, the veteran/widow will complete 
a DVA FOI application form so that the relevant 
veteran’s service and medical records from DVA 
can be obtained – if DVA does not hold any such 
records (i.e. where the veteran has had no contact 
with DVA) it will pass the request to the Army, Navy 
or Air Force for attention. This is a most important 
first step as the records will, hopefully, provide 
details which will assist in achieving a positive 
result for the veteran/widow – conversely it will also 
give details of areas which could disadvantage the 
forthcoming claim. (It is important to be aware of 
such areas). Once FOI documents are received 
from DVA the finalisation of the claim will proceed.

In the case of a veteran at the initial interview 
he/she will have been given blank copies of 
the appropriate application form and life style 
questionnaire forms so that, pending receipt of the 
FOI documents, he/she will be able to arrange for 
his/her doctor to complete the required details as 
regards the specific condition/s to be covered in the 
claim. The doctor’s diagnosis and comments form 
an integral part of the DVA application form.

Once the FOI documents are at hand arrangements 
can then be made to see the veteran/widow again 
to finalise the claim. The doctor’s diagnosis will 
enable a copy of the relevant Repatriation Medical 
Authority Statement of Principles (SoP) covering 
such diagnosis to be downloaded. This is needed 
to establish, if possible, that the claim fully meets 
one of the required factors in the SoP! If it doesn’t, 
which is more often than not the case, greater 
investigation will be needed to hopefully establish a 
relationship between the specific medical condition 
and service.

With WWP claims arrangements will be made 
to meet with the widow/er at his/her home in 
order to complete the several forms (application, 
questionnaires etc.) required by DVA and to obtain 
identity documents if the widow/er is not known to 
DVA – this is generally the case. Whenever possible 
efforts will be made to have a relative present during 
the meeting. 

In each instance three copies of the claim form 
and other documents will be made – for DVA, the 

Pension Office file and with copy for the veteran or 
widow/er.

RECORDS
In respect of every claim submitted to DVA, brief 
details thereof including details as to condition/s 
covered in the veteran’s claims and cause/s of 
death in respect of WWP claims will be recorded in 
an easily accessed form. This will enable a check 
of future amendments made to SoPs in order to 
ascertain if there is any relevance to any claims 
that have been submitted but rejected. There 
could well be circumstances which would justify a 
resubmission of a claim. 

INTERVIEWS 
Wherever possible interviews will be undertaken in 
the applicant’s home. This provides hopefully a less 
stressful environment for the veteran – and certainly 
for the widow/er.

APPEALS AGAINST DVA DECISIONS
An appeal in most cases of DVA rejection of a  
claim will always be considered with final decision 
being the strength of possible arguments refuting 
DVA contentions.

Resubmission of Previous Rejected  
Pension Claims 
In my report in the June 2016 issue of The 
Veteran, I referred to changes made over time to 
the Statements of Principle (SoPs) issued by the 
Repatriation Medical Authority (RMA) and which 
are used by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(DVA) when assessing claims made by veterans or 
by widow/ers. A claim that may have been rejected 
some years ago may now warrant resubmission if 
there has been a potentially beneficial change to the 
relevant SoP. I indicated that the opportunity exists 
for a review and I am pleased to report that there 
has been a positive response from members –  
I will now review their previous claim once the 
requested (under FOI) medical and service records 
are at hand. 

War Widow/ers Pensions
Many times over the past several years I have 
visited widows, to assist them with their War 
Widows/ers Pension (WWP) claim, only to be 
informed that their late husband had indicated to 
them that they would automatically receive the 
WWP, and with it the Gold Card, when he passed 
on - so they would be well looked after financially.  
Such only applies in respect of some specific 
areas of major disability e.g. TPI, EDA, TTI, double 
amputees or where the veteran was a Prisoner 
of War. In all other cases a WWP claim has to be 
submitted to DVA with at least one of the causes of 

PENSIONS
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death listed on the Death Certificate being able to 
be related back to the veteran’s eligible service. At 
least one of the factors as outlined in the relevant 
SoP/s must be able to be fully related back to such 
eligible service. Often these factors include smoking 
or alcohol consumption as specific factors. In these 
instances, if the veteran had been a heavy smoker 
or drinker, potentially this can provide the required 
link between a cause of death and eligible service. 
At time of preparation of the WWP application, the 
widow is called upon to provide a smoking and/
or alcohol questionnaire however often she is 
totally unaware as to the extent of the veteran’s 
consumption/s in this regard – especially areas 
such as when the veteran commenced smoking, the 
level of smoking over the years, changes to daily 
smoking habits and if smoking has ceased – when 
it ceased and for what reason. Anyone reading this 
and, being of the view that it may be pertinent to 
their situation, can ask me for copies of the smoking 
and alcohol questionnaires in an endeavour to 
ensure that his wife’s WWP application has the 
strongest possible chance of success. These 
questionnaires should be completed and signed 
by the veteran and held by the family.  My contact 
details are hereunder.

Endeavouring to ensure that the Death 
Certificate contains the right cause of  
death information  
Whilst the above section may appear to be 
somewhat morbid, my next point is decidedly 
so! It involves the need for the veteran’s death 
certificate to, if possible, include all of the conditions 
which have contributed to his demise. I have seen 
instances where say a junior doctor at a hospital 
has specified only one item as the cause of a 
veteran’s death i.e. “pneumonia – 7 days) or similar 
– totally ignoring heart conditions, malignancies 
and/or other major issues. Whilst technically correct 
in that pneumonia finally takes the deceased, it 
does not help his widow in her attempts to obtain 
the WWP and the Gold Card that comes with it. 
Given that at the time of passing the family is in a 
stressful situation, it would be very worthwhile to 
have the widow’s position protected by a designated 
family members making every endeavour to ensure 
that the death certificate does in fact cover the 
deceased’s full medical history.  

(NB – the ‘pneumonia – 7 days’ situation was finally 
resolved and DVA accepted that the doctor was at 
fault in not including other issues which led to the 
veteran’s demise! There is also another instance 
in which I was involved where the veteran was hit 
by a car and killed on his way to work – the Death 
Certificate stated accordingly however it was able 
to be proven that the veteran’s death was due to his 
inability to hear the car coming, due to his hearing 
loss, occasioned by his involvement in artillery 
during his service years.) 

Publications Available
I have copies available of the following items. 
Please contact me as hereunder.

DVA Publication – You and Your Pension
This is a 97-page booklet covering “Benefits, 
rights and obligations for income support 
pensioners including service pensioners, 
social security age pensioners (paid by DVA) 
and war widows and widowers who receive 
the income support supplement.”

Concessions in New South Wales 
This is a DVA Fact Sheet of 16 pages and 
it is a very informative document e.g. one 
example from the Fact Sheet is that veterans 
who receive a disability pension of 100% 
or higher are eligible for exemptions from 
toll charges for the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
and Tunnel, either as a passenger or as the 
driver of a vehicle. Contact to be made with 
the Road and Traffic Authority on 132 213. 
There are many more concessions outlined 
in the document. 

My contact details for copies of documents as 
mentioned above are phone 9686 3119,  
mobile 0427 201 541 or email  
Pensions@chrslsubbranch.org.au

Graeme Banks OAM 
Pensions Officer
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The Welfare Team has been busy over the last quarter and I thank everybody for all their efforts.

In July we managed to arrange a team meeting at the Club and staff from RSL DefenceCare joined us to 
provide details of their services. This allowed us to not only gather information but also to cover matters 
of common concern, such as the proposed new training processes for Welfare Officers. The whole group 
enjoyed a very productive morning.

This is a brief version of the Welfare Team Activities 
Report given to the September General meeting.

The active welfare group of net 13 volunteers is 
back to normal after trips around Australia and 
Canada, which were well deserved.

A special mention must go to Allan Roderick who 
has assisted Welfare in many activities over the 

years and has now decided to stand down from his 
duties of Christmas Hamper Co-ordinator. Many 
thanks to him for all his efforts.

During August we provided welfare services and 
visited 372 veterans/widows/non-DVA from the 
local area to the ten nominated institutions. The 
interesting thing that comes from the reports is the 
breakup of the services into the following groups:

WELFARE – ACTIVITIES – Warren Grant

WELFARE TEAM
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  Classification   Visits 
CH Veterans  -   37 
Non-CH Veterans - 202 
Widows/Widowers - 118 
Non-DVA  -   14 
Funerals  -     2 
Total   - 373

(Note: non-DVA are Veterans without DVA pensions)

The old TIP training course has been organised 
at Blacktown RSL in the second week of October. 
Candidate’s names have been submitted and 
individuals will be notified of the exact date as soon 
as details are available.

“Lest We Forget”

Wazza

WELFARE – FUNERALS – David Cronan

As most sub-Branch members will be aware we 
have a small group of trained volunteers who deliver 
the RSL Tribute at funerals, where requested by the 
deceased’s family.

As part of the process of delivering the Tribute there 
is a preparation activity to gather information about 
the deceased’s service record. This often yields 
some surprising information of which family and 
friends, and fellow sub-Branch members, may be 
unaware.

The latest funeral at which I officiated was for 
Galston sub-Branch member John O’Brien 
McWilliams, better known as Brien McWilliams. 
By talking to the family and conducting some 
independent research I was able to establish the 
following information about Brien’s service.

In 1937 Brien joined the 1st Royal Ulster Rifles as 
a Boy Soldier. Not long after he completed training 
Brien was sent to India to serve in the North-West 
Frontier. At the outbreak of the Second World War 
he was transferred to the British Regular Army.

In early 1943 Brien, now 21 years old, volunteered 
to train as a Paratrooper. This move earned him 
an extra 20 pence a day. Brien was posted to the 
newly-formed 6th Airborne Division, Parachute 
Regiment. In June 1944 Brien parachuted into 
France, behind enemy lines, prior to the main body 
of troops landing in Normandy. 

Brien fought in Europe right up until War’s end. 
This period covered parts of Belgium and Germany, 
where he was wounded in action. 

Brien later served in the State of Palestine before 
discharging in late 1945 with the rank of Corporal. 

Brien was awarded the following medals:

India General Service Medal, with clasp North-West 
Frontier, 1936-1937

1939-1945 Star

France and Germany Star

Defence Medal

War Medal 1939-1945, with oak leaf. Note: this 
oak leaf represents a Mention-In-Despatches. The 
citation reads in part “For gallant and distinguished 
service in North-West Europe” – London Gazette 
dated 8 November 1945.

Brien also received a Diploma of Recognition from 
the French Government for his participation in the 
Liberation of Normandy and France throughout 
1944 and 1945.
“Lest We Forget”

David Cronan

CONCLUSION – Mike Lee

As you have seen in the reports the Welfare Team 
has been busy on a range of activities. Whilst this 
is good, it would be even better if we could do 
more – so please consider volunteering to join the 
Welfare Team. Whatever time you can offer is much 
appreciated, not only by the rest of the Welfare 
Team but also by those to whom we deliver  
support services.

I look forward to seeing some new faces over the 
coming months.

Mike Lee
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Some of the sub-Branch volunteers who helped at Castle Hill RSL Club in September to collect for 
Legacy Week:

VOLUNTEERS
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From the Editor

Thanks to our regular contributors, and, special 
thanks to Bob Auston, Brian Walters, Chas Naylor, 
Jim Wilson and Mike Yeo for their varied and 
interesting inputs.

On the subject of submissions for The Veteran; they 
are very welcome, so anything that you can provide 
by way of coverage of social and commemorative 
activities, or, book reviews, is much appreciated. 
If you have any reports or photos that you would 
like to send me, I’ll be happy to include them in the 
December or later issues. 

Please use my sub-Branch email address editor@
chrslsubbranch.org.au to send me reports, or, call 
me on 0407 922 693 to discuss prior to submission.

I can’t always get to every event, so if you have 
a camera with you please take some photos (jpg 
format, please) that can be used in The Veteran.

Lower down the page you will see Mike Yeo’s 
advance notice about the Remembrance Day 
service at the Club. As a Brit I was brought up with 
Remembrance Day as the major memorial activity 
each year – and it was always an event where 
poppies were worn. It is therefore interesting to 
see that another Brit (Mascot RSL sub-Branch 
President Paul Graham) has persuaded the NSW 
State Government to arrange for the Opera House 
to be specially illuminated; and Premier Mike 
Baird confirmed that the sails of the Opera House 
would be lit up with a field of poppies at 8pm on 11 
November to mark Remembrance Day 2016.

On that point I include a poem entitled “The Poppy” 
that was sent to me by Phill Evenden:

“I am not a badge of honour,
I am not a racist smear,

I am not a fashion statement,
To be worn but once a year,

I am not a glorification,
Of a conflict or of war.

I am not a paper ornament,
A token,

I am more.

I am a loving memory,
Of a father or a son,

A permanent reminder
Of each and every one.

I’m paper or enamel,
I’m old or shining new,

I’m a way of saying Thank You,
To every one of you.

I am a simple Poppy,
A reminder to you all,

That courage faith and honour,
Will stand where heroes fall.”

© Paul Hunter 2014

The preparation of the December issue of The 
Veteran will present the usual timing challenges 
due to the holiday period. Could I therefore ask all 
contributors to get their reports to me as soon as 
possible by the end of November, so we can beat 
the rush at the printers.

Andrew Pursey

This year’s Remembrance Day service will be held 
at Castle Hill RSL on Friday 11 November, at the 
entrance to the Club.

Please be seated by 1045.

Guest Speaker will be sub-Branch Member 
Brigadier Phillip Bridie AM.

Morning tea will be served in the Club after  
the service.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2016 SERVICE
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